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Art.I. Jllufrations of Britifh Hiftory, Biography, and Manners, 
in the Reigns of Henry VIII. Edward VI. Mary, Elizabeth, and 
James I. Exhibited in a Series of Original Papers, feletted 

. from the Manufcripts of the noble Families of Howard, Talbot, 
and Cecil, containing, among a Variety of interefting Pieces, a 
great Part of the Correfpondence of Elizabeth, and her Mini- 
fters, with George, the fixth Earl of Shrewfbury, during the fif- 
teen Years in which Mary Queen of Scots remained in his Cuf- 

.tody: with numerous Notes and Obfervations. By Edmund 
Lodge, Efq. Purfuivant of Arms, and F.S. A. Ornamented 
with Portraits, &c. In Three Volumes 4to. 31. 38. Boards. 
Nicol. 1791. 


I" is a reafonable and juft expe€tation, (how far it is anfwer- 

ed in fact we will not at prefent inquire,) that collections 
of authentic, original, ancient papers, will be productive of great 
advantages to fucceeding generations. The editor, whofe work 
is now before us, exprefles himfelf in the introduction with fo 
much energy on the fubje@t, that we fhall infert the few fol- 
lowing lines : 

* They prefent to us a feries of faéts, too numerous, and too mi- 
nute, to be inferted in the hiftory of a country: yet on thefe coms 
munications the hiftorian muft in a great meafure depend, as the 
fureft guides to truth, the only fafeguards againft partiality, and the 
lights which will dire&t him to the firft principles of his literary 
duty. Minute hiftorical faéts are, to hiftory, as#the nerves and 
finews, the veins and arteries, are to an animated body: they may 
not, feparately, exhibit much of ufe, elegance, or juft proportion, 
but taken collectively, they furnith ftrength, fpirit, and exiftence 
itfelf: an hiftorian who hath neglected to ftudy them knows but 
the worft part of his profeffion, and, like a furgeon who is ignorant 
of anatomy, finks into a mere manual operator. Unfortunately, 
however, the modern author of a general hiftory ufually contents 
himfelf with compiling from the moft reputable of his predeceffors. 


He fees only the more bold and prominent features of the picture 
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he is about to copy, or to caricature, and heightens or depreffes 
them as his fancy, or rather a fort of party fpirit, leads him. He 
feems to think the fcale of his canvas too extenfive for the admiffion 
of delicate lights and fhades ; but as he cannot do without light and 
fhade, he introduces them blended in large and diftorted maffes, 
and facrifices the truth of his fubjeét to the {plendor of compo- 
fition.’ 

Allowing the pertinence and propriety of thefe obfervations, 
jt is yet to be regretted, that the fervice hereby rendered, what- 
ever is the caufe, appears often to be but of a partial kind; and 
the reader is fometimes involved, perhaps more than before, in 
perplexity and uncertainty. —Befide the benefitrelative to hiftory, 
Mr.Lodge takes notice of others which may be fuppofed to accrue 
from thefe gleanings of antiquity ; fuch as,—anecdotes or cha- 
racters of eminent perfons ;-——the difclofure of the minute fprings 
of political plans ;—communication of obfolete cuftoms ;—* and 
a variety of circumftances of fmaller importance, on which the 
apt phrafe, nuge antigua, reflects no difcredit; which gene- 
rally impart fome degree of ufeful knowlege, and, at the worft, 
afford an innocent and an elegant amufement.’ It appears 
to us, that the firft two articles here enumerated, and particu- 
larly the fecond, however defirable in any other refpect, are 
immediately regui/ite for the hiftorian. The editor proceeds 
to fpeak of his own collection in unafluming and modeft terms, 
which recommend it the more effectually to regard : 

© Our attention, (he obferves,) hath of late been fo frequently 
attracted in vain by pretences of new lights, and extraordinary dif- 
coveries, as to render all promifes of that kind fufpicious: as to the 
peculiar contents, therefore, of the following pages, their own me- 
rits muft plead for them ; they are before the public, and will meet 
with the reception which they delerve.—They will derive no addi- 
tional credit from the editor’s boating, and can fuffer no injury 
from his filence.’ 

We proceed, therefore, with him, to take notice of the 
fources whence the papers have been obtained.—The manu- 
fcripts diftinguifhed by the title, ** Talbot Papers,”? were ex- 
tracted from fifteen volumes preferved in the library of the 
College of Arms, to which they were given, with many others 
of fingular curiofity, by Henry, the fixth duke of Norfolk, of 
the Howards ; they contain upward of fix thoufand original 
letters, to or from the fourth, fifth, fixth, and feventh Earls of 
Shrewfbury.—The next are denominated ** Howard Papers,” 
becaufe they have been buried, for above a century, in. the 
multiplicity of MSS. belonging to the Norfolk family: they 
appear to be a fecond divifion of the former colleCtion, confift- 
ing of five hundred letters, many of which relate to the fecret 
hiftory of Q. Mary’s imprifonment.—The * Cecil Papers,” 
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another fource from which thefe volumes are derived, came 
about forty years ago into the pofleffion of the editor’s father. 
They comprize nearly one thoufand original manufcripts, evi- 
dently detached from the treafure of ftate relics at Hatfield. 
Indeed, it is faid, there can be little doubt of their having been 
haftily fnatched from their proper repofitory by an illicit hand. 
Impreffed with this opinion, we are informed that the editor 
lately prefented them to the Marquis of Salifbury, and they are 
now in his Lordfhip’s pofleflion.—To thefe united funds, 
we owe the felection which is here offered to the public. 
Thefe ancient materials are arranged, as nearly as their 
dates could be afcertained, in precife chronological order, and 
divided into four fections, according to the fucceffion of the 
monarchs to whofe reigns they refpectively belong. They are 
literally tranfcribed, even to the retention of their abbrevia- 
tions ; * not, (fays this writer,) with that whimfical tafte which 
{uffers infcriptions to remain illegible, rather than remove the 
ruft which obfcures them ; but for the fake of certain valuzble 
intelligence with regard to our language which may be fairly 
expected from the varied orthography of an whole century.’= 
An explanatory table is given, for the affiftance of thofe who 
may find any difficulties on this account. Notes alfo are added 
throughout, to iiluftrate particular paflages, and to afford other 
information and affiftance to the reader. To prevent an un- 
reafonable increafe of the marginal obfervations, Mr. Lodge 
concludes his introduction with fome additions to the many 
particulars of the houfe of Talbot, which are to be found in 
this work. His fhort narrative commences with George, the 
fourth Earl of Shrewfbury, whofe correfpondence opens the 
prefent colleétion.—This nobleman is memorable in the Eng- 
lifh hiftory for his appearance in the field at the age of fevency 
years, and by a timely, but dangerous fervice, having the 
chief fhare in quelling Afke’s rebellion, in the year 1536, On 
this preffing occafion, at a great diftance from the court, and 
{urrounded, as is here faid, by a barbarous people, who grew 
every hour more difaffeted, (and reafon fufficient there was 


‘for difaffe&tion to fuch a government as that of Heary VIII.) 


he ventured on the bold meafure of raifing troops by his own 
perfonal authority, and had nearly fubdued the infurgents in 
Yorkhhire, before the arrival of his pardon, which, from a 
prince of Henry’s character, he was by no means fure of ob- 
taining.——This event in our hiftory, no doubt, moft of our 
readers recolle&t : we have now particularly noticed it, as it 
affords an opportunity of introducing a letter written to the 
Earl, on this occafion, by Lord Cromwell : 
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« (No. 16. Vv. I. p- 53+) 
“© My fineuler good Lord, 1536. 

a Pra dgn wok hertye recommendacyons, this fhall be to ad- 
vyfe the fame of the recept of yo" honourable ]’res ; the fight where- 
of, wt the demonitracyon of yo™ nobyil courage & trewthe, hath fo 
co’ffortyd me, that whylys I lyve, &, yf I myght, after my death, 
I wool & woolde, honor you & yc" posteryte, as the man & mott 
worthy Erll that ever fervyd a Prynce, & fuch;a chefftayn as 
ys worthye eternall glory. My Lorde, I affure you I wrytt thys 
wt my veray hart; & I pray God to gyve me fume occafyon to doo 
yow plefure whyll ye lyve, & to yo® pofieryte, yf I outlyve yow. I 
woold ye knew as well as I how the Kyng’s Highnefs reputyth your 
moft acceptable and loyel svyce, which ye fhall right well piayve 
by the tenor of his gracyous Itres to yow dyreétyd at thys tyme. 
My Lord, all fuch habylyments & muynyfitions for the warrys which 
ye wrote for, wt money plentye, ys alredye uppon the wey towardes 
yow, and fhal], God willing, be w* yow fhortlye. And thus of 
Lorde fend yo Lordshypp as long lyf, and aswell to fare, as I 
woold wyfh, and then ye fhould be in good helth, and but xxxt¢ 
yeres of age. Wryttyn at Wyndfor, the ix'® deye of Odobre, 
Anno H. VIII. xxvi1i% wt the haftye and layferlefs hand of hym 
that ys your’s in hert, THOM’S CRUMWELL., 

To my veray good Lord 
my Lord of Shrewif- 
bury, Lord Stewarde of 
the Ring’s Houfbold.” 


Francis, the fifth Earl of Shrewfbury, was almoft entirely 
confined to a military life, of which we have fome detail in the 
letters during the reigns of Hen. VIII. Edw. VI. Mary, and 
the early years of Q, Elizabeth, who admitted him to her privy 
council, although he continued a Papift. However miftaken 
his principles were in this refpect, yet fince he regarded them 
as truth, it isto his honour that he fteadfaftly adhered to them: 
* Of the whole body of temporal peers, (it is here obferved, ) 
who had fo lately and unanimoufly fubfcribed to Mary’s recog- 
nition of the papal authority, only this nobleman, and one 
more, (Vifcount Montague,) could now be found to oppofe 
the revocation of that conceffion.’~-This Ear], having buried 
two wives, * made an overture of marriage to the Lady Pope, 
widow of the famous founder of Trinity college, Oxford. 
Some original letters, which pafled between thefe experienced 
wooers on that occafion, are extant in the unpublifhed ‘Talbot 
MSS.: but the etiquette of courtfhip in thofe days required 
more time than could be fpared by two lovers, whofe united 
years made up fomewhat more than a century; and the good 
old Earl was arrefted by death, when pertiaps he had not made 
half his advance.’ 

George, 
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George, the fucceeding Earl, is a prominent figure in the 
Englith hiftory. He was High Steward at the arraignment of 
the Duke of Norfolk; and, which was more diftinguifhing, 
the Queen of Scots was committed to his cuftody in the year 
1569, a charge which he retained for a number of years. [his 

reat affair is the topic of many or moft of the letters in the 
fecond volume.—Mr. Lodge defcribes in {trong terms, and 
with no little feverity, the unpleafant, or rather the miferable 
Situation of this nobleman, 

‘ In perpetual danger,.from the fufpicions of one princefs and 
the hatred of another; devoted to a fervice which it is to be hoped 
his heart did not approve, vexed by the jealoufy and rapacity of 
an unreafonable wife, and by the exceffes and quarrels of his fons, 
from whom he was obliged to withdraw that authoritative atten- 
tion, the whole of which was required by his charge; we fhall view 
this nobleman, through the long fpace of fifreen years, relinquith- 
ing that {plendor of public fituation, and thofe blandifhments of 
domettic life, which his exalted rank and vaft wealth might have 
commanded, to become an inftrument to the worf of tyrants, for 
the execution of the wor? of tyrannies. Be it remembered, howe 
ever, in apology for him, that he lived in a time when obedience 
to the will of the monarch was confidered as the crown of pubiic 
virtue,—when man, always the creature of prejudice, inftead of 
difturbing the repofe of fociety wi.h his theory of natural liberty, 
erred with equal abfurdity, but lefs danger, in the practice of un- 
conditional fubmiflion.’ 

The laft fentence of the above paragraph is well expreffed ; 
it is pointed, and furely it is, at leaft, objeC&tionable.——What 
can be more dangerous, or indeed deftructive, to the fafety, 
comfort, improvement, and virtue, of mankind, than uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion? In fuch a ftate, they are no longer rea- 
fonable creatures!—Or can it poffibly be wrong, by wife and 
gentle meafures, to guard them again{t oppreflion, or excite 
them to be watchful over their liberties, that they may render 
their lives as eafy and comfortable as they can? Virtuous go- 
vernors will certainly be defirous of contributing to fuch a 
purpofe: they will regard it as the only real purpote for which 
they are admitted to any degree of fuperiority. 

We cannot refrain from inferting the account here given of 
Elizabeth *, fecond wife of this Ear! of Shrewfbury : 

* Unfated with the wealth and the careffes of three hufbands, fhe 
finifhed her conquefts by marrying the Earl of Shrewfbury, che 
richeft and moft powerful peer of histime. “ Him the brought 
(fays a right reverend author, who thought it became him to {peak 
kindly of her becaufe he had preached her great grandfon’s funeral 
fermon) to terms of the greateft honour and advantage to herfelf 
and her children; for he not only yielded to a confiderable join- 





* Daughter of John Hardwick, of Hardwick, Derbythire. 
B 3 ture 

















6 Lodge’s Illufrations of Britifh Hiflory, Biography, &c. 


ture, but to an union of families, &c.’’ In other words, fhe drew 
the Earl into the fame difgraceful and imprudent conceflions which 
fhe had procured from his unlucky prececeffors; and partly by in- 
‘treaties, partly by threats, induced him to facrifice, in a great 
meafure, the fortune, intereft, and happinefs of himfelf and his fa- 
mily, to the aggrandizement of her ehildren by Sir William Ca- 
vendifh. To fum up her character with the brevity here required, 
—fhe was a woman of a mafculine underflanding and conduct; 
proud, furious, felfih, and unfeeling. She wasa builder, a buyer 
and feller of eftates, a money lender, a farmer, and a merchant of 
lead, coals, and timber. When difengaged from thefe employ- 
ments, fhe intrigued alrernately with Elizabeth and Mary, always 
to the prejudice and terror of her hufband. She lived to a great 
old age, continually flattered, but feldom deceived, and died in 
1607, immenfely rich, and without a friend.—The Earl was with- 
drawn by death from thefe compiicated plagues on the 18th of No- 
vember 1590.’ 

The nature of the bufinefs in which the Earl was imme- 
diately engaged, is fufficient to aflure us of its difficulty, which 
is confirmed by feveral of the letters in this colleion. Thus 
he expreffes himfelf when writing to Lord Burghley *.—* The 
trouthe is, my good L. if it fo ftande w' the Quene’s Mat!*’* 
pleafure, 1 could be right well contented to be dyfcharged of 
that charge; and thynk myfelfe therw' moft happy, if I could 
fee how the fame myght be w'out anny blemyche to my ho- 
nore and eftymafyon ; but rather wt the increale of bothe, as I 
dare before God and the woreld avouce that my trouth and 
dutyful care in this farves hath defarved.*— Among other com- 
plaints, one is the great expence incurred, which is mentioned 
foon after he had entered on his office, when writing to the 
Marquis of Winchefter and Sir Walter Mildmay. 


‘ + It may pleafe you to underflaund, that whereas I have had a 
certen ordinary allowaunce of wine, amongs other noblemen, for 
expences in my howfehold, w’out impofte. The chargs daily that 
I do nowe fulteyn, and have done all this yere paft, well knowen 
by reafon of the Quene of Scots, are fo grete therein as I am 
compelled to be now a futer unto yow that ye woll pleafe to 
have a friendlie confideration unto the necefliue of my large ex- 

enfes. Truly two tonnes in a monthe have not hitherunto {ufficed 
ordinarily, befids that is occupied at tymes for her bathings, and 
fuch like ufes, which feing I cannot by any means convenietly di- 
minifhe, myn erneft truft and defire is that ye woll now confider 


me w' fuch larger proporcon in this cafe as fhall feem good unto 
your frendly witdomes, even as 1 fhall think my felf moche be. 
holdinge for the fame. And fo I comit you unto God. From 
Tutbury Caftle, this xv'® of January 1569. Yc affured frend to 
my pow’, G. SHRewsBoury.’ 





* V. 2. No. 95. p. 118. t lNo. 45. p. 27. 
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Without taking notice of what is here faid of wine, for the 
Queen’s bathings, which no doubt will appear odd to many of 
our readers, we proceed to infert the editor s remark on the ufe 
of that article, in a note connected with the above letter : 


¢ This paffage will ferve to correct a vulgar error relating to the 

aubediities of wine in thofe days, which inftead of being lefs, ap- 

ears to have been, at leaft in the houfes of the great, even more 
confiderable than that of the prefent time. The good people who 
tell us that Queen Elizabeth’s maids of honour breakfafted on roalt 
beef, generally add, that wine was then ufed in England as a me- 
dicine, for that it was fold only by apothecaries. The latter affer- 
tion, though founded on a fatt, feems to have led to a miltake in 
the former; for the word Apothecary, from the Greek Arobnun, Re- 
pofitorium, is applicable to any thopkeeper, or warehoufeman, and 
was probably once ufed in that general fenfe. It feems however to 
have been confounded, by a modern corruption, with the very apt 
term, Poticary, or Poticar, now only in ufe among the common 
people ; which being no doubt derived from Morty, adbibeo, might 
very properly fignify the perfon who applied, or adminiffered the me- 
dicines ordered by the phyfician.’ 

In another letter to Lord Burghley, the Earl writes as fol- 
lows : 

‘ * Affuredly the very charge of my whole houfeholde, wt® the 
entertainement I do geeve to my houfeholde fervaunts, is not def 
fraied wt® the allowance I have from her Mat!*; befides the which 
I dare he bold to faye the wyne, fpice, and the fuell, that is fpent 
in my houfe yerelie, being vallued, commeth not under one thou- 
fande poundes by the yeare: Alfo the loffe of plate, the byenge of 
pewter, and all manner of howfeholde ftuffe, w*" by them is ex- 
ceedinglye fpoyled, and wylfully watted, ftandeth me in one thou- 
fande poundes by the yeare: Moreover, the annuitees I have 
geeven to my fervantes to th’ende to be more faithefully ferved by 


them, and to pvent any corruption that by want they might be 
provoked unto, cometh to above cccc' by the yere.—I do leave out 
an infinite aumbre of other hidden charges w** [ amdryven unto by 
keping this woman, for trobelinge you over longe; but | do tru 
that her Mat, of her owne confideration, wyll fo well thyncke of 
thefe thinges that fhe wyll not abridge any thinge of that wyche the 
hathe hitherto allowed. I have, in thefe xi yeres fervice in this 
charge, not pefteren her Matic wt® any fuites, neither have I la- 
mented the heavy barthen my mynde hathe borne in providing for 
her faffetye, and that my boddy hathe fuftayned (being thereby 
weakened) only for that I do recken myfelfe happy and fortunate 
in lyvinge to do her Mat! trewe and loiall fervice.’ 


It is probable, that no confiderable new light will 
be thrown by thefe letters on this memorable tranfaGtion of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign, though they afford feveral minute 





° V. 2. No. 151, p. 259. . 
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particulars as to the manner in which it was conducted. They 
do not reprefent our great Englifh Queen to the advantage which 
we could wifh ; and the editor does not wholly neglect to point 
out inftances of treachery and tyranny. Yet although it has 
been fafhionable of late years to decry this princefs, and we 
cannot avoid uniting in the cenfure on feveral occafions, we 
are inclined to think, that fufficient allowance is not always 
made for the difficulties of her fituation, for the prejudices, ig- 
norance, abfurdity, fuperftition, &c. which, notwithftanding 
the progrefs that reformation had made, pervaded almoft every 
mind of that period; and which—fad to fay—feem to be rapidly 
gaining ground on us, under all the advantages of thefe more 
enligntened days. 

Among other letters, thofe of the Earl of Suflex, fome of 
them addrefled immediately to the Queen, are well worthy of 
notice: they carry with them ftrong marks of ability, fidelity 
and real worth. ‘Ihe editor’s account of this nobleman is as 
follows: : 

‘ Thomas Ratcliffe, Earl of Suffex, eldeft fon of Henry, the fe- 
cond Earl, by Elizabeth, one of the daughters of Thomas Howard, 
fecond Duke of Norfolk. This great man’s conduét united all the 
{plendid qualities of thofe eminent perfons who jointly rendered 
Elizabeth’s court an object of admiration to Europe, and was per- 
feétiv free from their faults: wife and Joyal as Burghley, without 
his blind attachment to the monarch ; vigilant as Walfingham, but 
difdaining his low cunning ; magnificent as Leicefter, but incapable 
of hypocrify; and brave as Raleigh, with the piety of a primitive 
Chriftian ; he feemed above the common objects of human ambi- 
tion, and wanted, if the expreffion may be allowed, thofe dark 
fhades of character which make men the heroes of hiftory. Hence 
it is, probably, that our writers have beftowed fo little attention on 
this admirable perfon, who is but flightly mentioned in moft hifto- 
rical collections, unlefs with regard to his difputes with Leicefler, 
whom he hated almoft to a fault. His letters, which I efteem myfelf 
moit fortunate in being the inflrument of difclofing, form a very va- 
Juable part of this collection, and, except a very few, are the only 
ones to be met with in print. I truft they will acquit me of extra- 
vagance in the flight view I have given of his character.” 


The Ear] of Suffex was employed in affairs of great mo- 
ment: the two diftinguifhing objets of this kind were the 
treaties of marriage, with the Archduke Charles of Auftria, 
brother of Maximilian II. the reigning Emperor; and 
with the Duke of Alengon, third brother of Charles 1X. of 
France: in each of thefe he was a prime negotiator. His letters 
on thefe and other fubjects are curious, interefting, and worthy 
of perufal: but as our confined limits do not allow of many 
extracts, we muift refer the reader to the volumes themfelves. 
Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding his apparent ability and integrity, he, as well 
as others, met with fome conficerable neglect and ill ufage: as 
a {pecimen of his honeft fenfe of this circumftance, and of his 
fpirit to difcover it, we infert the following paflage, from a let- 
ter to Sir William Cecil, dated ‘Zanuarie 1569: 

« | was firft a lieuten*te, I was after little better than a marfhal ; 
I had then nothing left to me but to direct hanging matters (in the 
mean tyme all was difpofed that was whin my comiflion) and nowe 
I ame offered to be made a fhereif’s bayly to deliver over poflef- 
fions. Blame me not, good Mr. Secretarie, though my pen utter 
fumwhat of that {well in my ftomake, for { fee I ame kepte but for 
a brome, and when I have done my office to be throwen out of the 
dore. Jam the firft nobel man hathe been thus ufed. Trewe fer- 
vice deferveth honor and credite, and not reproche and open de- 
faming: but feeing the one is ever delivered to me inftede of the 
other, I muft leave to ferve, or lofe my honor; w* being conti- 
newed fo long in my howfe, I woide be lothe fhoolde take blemifhe 
wt me. Thefe matters I knowe procede not from lacke of good 
and honorable meaning in the Q* Mat! towards me, nor from 
lacke of dewte and trewcth in me towards her, w°" grevethe me the 
more; and therefore feeing I fhall be fill a camelyon, and yelde 
no other fhewe then as it fhal! pleafe others to give the couller, [ 
will content myfelf to live a private lyfe. God fend her Mati¢ 
others that meane as well as I have done; and fo I comitt you to 
th’Almightie.’ 

If any of our readers fhould have been at all offended with 
what appears, in the prefent day, the uncouth ftyle of thefe 
ancient letters, they may probably have been equally pleafed, 
as we have been, with the correct and eafy language of the 
editor of thefe voluines: as a farther fpecimen of which, we 
here add a few lines: 


‘ Gilbert, the feventh Earl (of Shrewfbury) came into public life 
when the Engli‘h uation was rapidly emerging from that fimplicity 
of masners to which it had fo long been confined by bigotry and 
war. We {hall accordingly obferve in his character certain amiable 
features, and certain faults, which were equally unknown to his 
anceitors. We fha!! find him the accomplithed courtier, and well- 
educated gentleman, occafionally relapfing into the pomp and the 
ferocity of an ancient baron. The ftory of his public life lies within 
a narrow compafs, for he was never called to any high office of the 
ftate, though apparently better qualified than any of his predecef- 
fors of whom we have been treating. His cafe in this refpeét was 
peculiarly hard; for though it fhould feem that Elizabeth pafled 
him over on fome fufpicion of his difaffeétion to her, yet in the 
next reign he appears to have been thruft afide as one of the old 
followers of her court. He was fummoned to parliament a few 
months before his father’s death; was inftalled a knight of the 
Garter on the zoth of June 1592; in 1596 went ambaffador to 
France to ratify the treaty of alliance with Henry the Great; and 
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was appointed by James, at his acceflion, Chief Juftice of the fo- 
refts North of Treat.’ 

We can take very little notice of the letters to and from this 
nobleman, with thofe of many others which conftitute the 
third volume of this work. We obferve, in a letter from the 
Earl of Worcefter to the Earl of Shrewfbury, an account of 
the ladies who attended on the Queen of James the Firft, which 
is rather amufing, and ferves to fhew what difquietude and 
mifery accompany the fervice of courts *: 

‘ Now, (fays the Earl,) having doone with matters of ftate, I 
muft a Jittel! towche the feminine comon welthe, that agaynit youer 
coming youe bee not altogether like an ignorant countrey fellow. 
Firft, youe muft knowe we have ladyes of divers degrees of favor; 
fome for the privat chainber, fome for the drawing chamber, fome 
for the bedchamber, and fome for neyther certeyn, ard of this 
nombre is only my La. Arbella and my wife. My Lady of Bed- 
ford howldethe faft to the bedchamber; my Lady Harford would 
fayn, but her hufband hath cawled her home. My Lady of Derbee 
the yonger, the Lady Suffoke, Ritche, Nottingham, Sufan, Wal- 
fingham, and of Jate the Lady Sothwell, for the drawing chamber ; 
all the reft for the private chamber, when they are not fhut owt, 
for many times the dores are lokt; but the plotting and mallice 
amongit them is futche, that I think envy hathe teyd an invifible 
fnake abowt moft of ther neks to fting on another to deaythe. For 
the prefence there are nowe 5 mayds, Cary, Mydellmore, Wood- 
houfe, Gargrave, Roper, the fiext is determined but not come. 
God fend them good fortune, for as yet they have no mother.’ 

The editor’s note on the laft fentence informs us, that © the 
office of Mother of the maids of honour exifted in the Queen’s 
houfhold till towards the end of the Jaft century, when the be- 
nign influence of the Revolution liberated them from the ty- 
ranny of their gouvernante, and fettled this fair fociety on re- 
publican principles.’ , 

Befide nine plates of autographs, feveral other engravings 
enrich thefe volumes: the firft of them is introduced by a 
print of John Talbot, the great anceftor of all the Earls of 
Shrewfbury, taken from a very ancient portrait preferved in 
the College of Arms. The frontifpiece to the fecond volume 
is the head of George, the fixth Earl, which, in our opinion, 
has a far more antique appearance than the former. The third 
volume opens with a beautiful engraving of Arabella Stuart, 
from the collection of the Honourable Horace Walpole, now 
Earl of Orford. The editor’s note concerning this lady is as 
follows : 

* A very accomplifhed perfon, whofe name is fcarcely mentioned 
in hiftory, except with regard to Raleigh’s ridiculous confpiracy, 





* V. 3. p. 227. 
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by which fhe was to have been placed on a throne to which fhe had 
neither inclination nor pretenfions, and by means unknown to her- 
felf. She was the only child of Charles Stuart, fifth Earl of Len- 


nox, (uncle to James 1. and great-grandfon to Henry VII.) was 
born about the year 1578, and brought up in privacy under the 
care of her grandmother, the old Countefs of Lennox, who had for 
many years refided in England. Her double relation to royalty 
was equally obnoxious to the jealoufy of Elizabeth and the timidity 
of James, and they fecretly dreaded the fuppofed danger of her 
leaving a legitimate offspring. The former therefore prevented her 
from .marrying Eafme Stuart, her kinfman, and heir to the titles 
and eftates of the family, and afterwards imprifoned her for liften- 
ine to fome overtures from the fon of the Earl of Northumberland ; 
the latter, by obliging her to reject many fplendid offers of mar- 
riage, unwarily encouraged the hopes of inferior pretenders, among 
whom, as we may fairly infer from fome paffages in this collection, 
was the fantaftical William Fowler, fecretary to Anne of Denmark. 
Thus circumfcribed, fhe renewed a childifh connection with Wil- 
liam Seymour, grandfon to the Earl of Hertford, which was difco- 
vered in 1609, when both parties were fummoned to appear before 
the Privy Council, and received a fevere reprimand. ‘This mode of 
proceeding produced the very confequence which James nieant to 
avoid ; for the lady, fenfible that her reputation had been wounded 
by this inquiry, was in a manner forced into a marriage, which 
becoming publicly known in the courfe of the next Spring, fhe 
was committed to clofe cuftody in the houfe of Sir Thomas Parry 
at Lambeth, and Mr. Seymour to the Tower. In this ftate of fe- 
paration, however, they concerted means for an efcape, which both 
effected on the fame day, June 3, 1611, and Mr. Seymour got 
fafely to Flanders; but the poor lady was retaken in Calais Road, 
and imprifoned in the Tower; where the fenfe of thefe undeferved 
Oppreflions operating too feverely on her high fpirit, fhe became a 
lunatic, and languifhed in that wretched ftate, augmented by the 
horrors of a prifon, till her death on the z7th of September 1615.” 
Mr, Lodge is the more circumftantial in his account of this 
lady, becaufe of fome different reprefentations in regard to her 
perfon, which have been made in the Biographia Britannica, and 
which he thinks fufficiently confuted by the engraving affixed 
to this volume, and by the letter to which his note imme- 
diately belongs. —If the painter did not flatter her, fhe was indeed 
a very fine woman ; and her letters, inferted in this collection, 
thew that fhe was both fenfible and fprightly, 
The Introduétion to this work ends with the following lines : 
_* The editor here concludes a tafk which hath occupied moft of 
his leifure time for fome years. With no great dread of cenfure, 
with fmaller pretenfions to praife, with no affectation, however, of 
indifference, as to that little portion of credit which his humble la- 
bours may deferve, he prefents to the public a collection of the 
works of others. For the feries of ancient papers which is here 


brought to light he afks no favours, The notices which he has pre- 
fumed 
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fumed to add to thofe refpeétable pieces, may perhaps ftand in need 
of much indulgence. Doubtlefs many errors will occur in numerous 
details of minute circumftances, abounding with names and dates, 
He will be thankful for candid correction.’ 

We regard the editor’s notes as a great improvement to this 
publication, which is in itfelf entertaining and valuable. Nu- 
merous readers will no doubt think themfelves indebted to him 
for his accurate Jabours. Indices, tables of papers, explana- 
tions of terms, &c. add to their accommodation; and the 


prints will increafe their amufement and pleafure, His 
1..§, 





Art. If. Mifellanies, Philofophical, Medical, and Moral. Con- 
taining, I, Obfervations on the Literature of the Primitive Chrif- 
tian Writers. I]. Reflections fuggefted by the Character of Pam- 
philus of Cxfarea. III. Hints refpe&ting the State and Educa- 
tion of the People. IV. Thoughts on the Origin of Human 
Knowledge, and on the Antiquity of the World. V. Remarks 
on Profefior Meiners’s Hiftory of Antient Opinions refpedting the 
Deity. VI. Account of Dr. Ellis’s Work on the Origin of Sa- 
cred Knowledge. 8vo. pp. 442. 4s. Boards. Nicol. 1792*. 


TH enemies of political refermation have induftrioufly re- 
prefented modern innovations in policy, as the effec of 
rcligious incredulity ; and have taken pleafure in promifcuoufly 
branding the prefent race of reformers with the odious appella- 
tions of infidels and atheifts. ‘The volume now before us fur- 
nifhes one faét, among many others which might be mene 
tioned, in refutation of this groundlefs charge. It is written, 
as we are affured, by Mr. Thomas Chriftie, to whom the 
public are obliged for a judicious account of the French revo- 
lution ¢. Moft of the pieces in this mifcellany are intended to 
remove fome afperfions which have been caft on Chriftianity, 
and to prove that mankind have been much more indebted to 
revelation, than many are willing to allow. 

The firft paper in this mifcellany contains * Obfervations 
on the Literature of the primitive Chriftian writers ; being an 
attempt to vindicate them from the charge of Rouffeau and 
Gibbon, that they were enemies to philofophy and human 
Jearning.? Mr. Chriftie juftly thinks it a matter of fome im- 
portance, to determine what opinion the primitive fathers of 
the church entertained on this fubject; becaufe, if it fhould be 
found that thofe perfons, who were the immediate fucceflors of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, generally agreed in condemning phi- 





* The date at the bottom of the title is 1789: but the publica- 
tion of the volume has been delayed till very lately. 
t See Rev. Aug. 1791, p. 444, and March 1792, p. 324. 
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lofophy and human learning, as hoftile to virtue, a {trong pre- 


fumption would arife, that they had imbibed thefe fentiments 
from the founder and firft teachers of the Chriftian religion. In 
order to prove that the Chriftian fathers were not hoftile to 
human learning, our author quotes many paflages from their 
writings, in which they either difcover their own learning, or 
pafs encomiums on learning and philofophy. Among thefe 
quotations, which are well felected, are an abftract of St. Bae 
fil’s homily on the advantage to be derived from profane learn- 
ing, and of the Grecian Therapeutics of Theodoret. The 
general conclufion we fhall ftate in our author’s own words + 


« Hence, it appears, that the primitive writers, fo far as they 
were free from fuperftition, were no enemies to true philofophy, 
although there are paflages in their works, which, on a fuperficial 

erufal, might give countenance to fuch an idea. However, if we 
confider their fituation, we fhall not be furprized that they were 
fometimes led to fay harth things relative to human fcience. In 
modern times, we have feen prejudiced and mifanthropic writers 
produce laboured works againft philofophy, under a pretence, that 
they found human learning magnified, to the depreciation of reve- 
lation: but in the primitive times this plea was real. The fathers 
daily heard human learning magnified againft the gofpel ; and were 
perpetually meeting with the moft injurious treatment from igno- 
rant and vicious men, who arrogated to themfelves the title of 
philofophers. Yet, though they chaftifed the pride of thefe vain 
pretenders to fcience; though they expofed the imperfection of 
their boafted knowledge; and though they fhewed the weaknels 
and infufficiency of philofophy, unaided by revelation, to condué 
men to the favour of God and eternal life; they never uttered any 
thing equivalent to the opinion of Mr. Roufleau; they never 
taught that learned nations were neceffarily vicious; or that there 
was an irrefiftible tendency in know!edge to corrupt the manners of 
mankind. 1f Mr. Rovuffeau had taken up the argument in another 
way; if, inftead of pretending that the great Primitive Writers 
were on his fide, in difcarding all philofophy, he had alledged, that 
they philofophized too much, or, to ftate it more accurately, that 
they Corrupted Chriftianity by erroneous tenets, borrowed from 
Plato and the Orientals, I fhould not have attempted to have dif- 
proved the affertion: for all the learned converts from heathenifm 
were defirous of incorporating the doctrines of Plato with the fyitem 
of the Gofpel. It was pleafing to them to difcover a coincidence 
between the opinions they had anciently held, and thofe which 
they were now to hold. The fuppofition that they difcovered fuch 
a coincidence, probably contributed not a little to reconcile them 
Originally to the new fyftem, and they would foon find out, that it 
was a powerful engine to bring about the converfion of others. Ie 
1s not therefore to be wondered at, if at fome times they carried it 
too far. This is a charge from which it is impoffible to acquit 
either Juftin, or Tertullian, or Origen, or Clemens, or Gregory. 
And the confequence of this difpofition foon appeared, The fim- 
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plicity of the Chriftian doétrine was depraved, by an impure mix- 
ture of Platonic chimeras. The Gofpel became paganized, while 
heathenifm was chriftianized ; till, at length, matiers were carried 
fuch a length, that Ammonius Saccas propofed a coalition betwixt 
them; and taught in the fchool of Alexandria, that the one of 
them was not defigned to fuperfede the other, At this period 
many perfons, among whom was the Emperor Alexander Severus, 
ill able to decide on the claims of the feveral pretenders to a divine 
miffion, and withing to make fure work in the matter, divided 
their reverence among all the antient heroes, and paid equal ho- 
nours to Abraham, Orpheus, Apollonius of Tyana, and Jefus 
Chrift. 

¢ Hence arofe a great controverfy, which wae long carried on in 
the church, whether Learning and Philofophy were advantageous to 
the Gofpel or not. The fimple and illiterate Chriftians faw clearly, 
that cheir learned brethren had corrupted the fyftem of Revelation, 
and that they talked of its dottrines in a manner very different 
from Chrift and the Apoftles. Hence they concluded, that all fci- 
ence was detrimental to Religion. [t was natural enough for 
them to fall into this miftake; but a miftake it certainly was. It 
was confounding the ufe of things with the abufe of them; and al- 
ledging the ill effets of falfe philofophy to depreciate the true. 
Had they lived in an age when true philofophy was cultivated, and 
when it was employed, as it ever may be, to preferve the purity of 
Religion, they would have entertained very different fentiments of 
it, and feen clearly that Philofophy and Revelation proceed from 
the fame fource, and tend to promote the fame end.’ 


The manner in which Mr, Chriftie endeavours to account 
for the inconfiftency that at firft view appears in the writings 
of the Fathers, refpecting the value of philofophy, does not 
feem to us altogether fatisfa€tory. The truth feems to be, that 
the Chriftian Fathers treated the wifsom of the ancient philo- 
fophers with refpect, only fo far as they judged it to have been 
derived from divine revelation. The high regard, which many 
of them exprefs for the Platonic doétrine, and the readinefs with 
which they incorporated it into the Chriftian fyftem, were owing 
to an idea, which, whether well or ill founded, they feem to 
have very generally entertained, that Plato had received many 
divine truths, either directly or indire@ly, from the Hebrew 
{criptures. 

Farther to eftablifh the value and neceffity of divine revela- 
tion, our author maintains, in his fourth eflay, that the know- 
lege which men poflefs of the Deity, of the origin of the 
world, and perhaps the principles of knowlege in general, were 
derived from tradition, and are ultimately to be referred to im- 
mediate divine communication. Many paflages are here quoted 
from the ancients to prove, that the Grecian philofophers, 
and even the Egyptians, referred the origin of their knowlege 
to tradition; and that, as far as men have departed from the 
ancient 
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ancient traditions, they have corrupted knowlege. On the 
neceflity of immediate inftruction from heaven on religious 
principles, the author thus argues ; 


‘ nature alone, unexpounded by Revelation or Tradition, 
pad. g able to teach men the exiftence and perfections of God, 
and their duty towards him, is a fond and ill-grounded idea, totally 
contradicted by the hiftory of mankind. There is no proof thas 
any clafs of men ever acquired their knowledge in this way. The 
glorious fun, the refplendent moon, and fhining ftars, have indeed, 
in every age, proclaimed their Creator’s praife to thofe who already 
knew him, and had been taught to confider thefe as the works of 
his hands. .But to others they have told nothing but sheir own 
brightne/s. So far were they from being able to teach the exiftence 
of God to mankind, that they could not even keep up that know- 
ledge after it had been taught. On the contrary, they became the 
means of deftroying it; for in all countries, where there were not 
repeated revelations from the great Source of Wifdom, which at firft 
imparted them, mankind forgot the God whom they had learned 
toadore, and worfhipped that fun, and moon, and ftars, in his ftead. 
The fame hath happened to all the other parts of nature. When 
contemplated apart and alone, by thofe who poffefled no higher 
knowledge, they have continually been the means of leading mea 
away from God. Hence the Philofophers became Atheifts; and 
the vulgar deified the elements, and worlhipped dead men, frail 
haman beings like themfelves, yea, and paid divine adoration ta 
animals, to birds, to plants, and creeping things; fo that there is 
fcarcely a fingle objeé&. in nature which hath not in its turn fup- 
planted its Creator! The conftant tendency of man, in his native 
ftate, hath ever been to fink down from the fkies, and gravitate, if 
I may fo exprefs it, to the centre of the earth. Human nature, a 
feeble and delicate plant, hath always required the frequent inter- 
pofition of him who firft reared it, to preferve it from drooping and 
decay.’ 

Mr. Chriftie has beftowed much thought and reading on the 
queftion of the antiquity of the world. The refult is an opinion, 
that the world itfelf, and even the race of inferior animals, are 
much older than the human kind. In a note affixed to this 
part of the work, many curious faéts are colleéted, refpe&ting 
favage life and manners, and the grofs opinions which even 
civilized nations, not enlightened by revelation, have enter- 
tained concerning the divine nature.—The fifth eflay, in profe- 
cution of the fame idea, enumerates the fa¢ts and arguments, 
adduced by M. Meiners in his Hiftoria Doétrine de vero Deo, 
to prove, that it is far above human nature to difcover the 
knowlege of God. The /ixth, with a fimilar view, gives an 
abitract of a learned and fenfible work on the fame fubjedt, 


*& ‘The Knowledge of Divine Things from Revelation, not 


from Reafon or Nature, &c. by the late John Ellis, D. D. 
Vicar of St. Catharine’s, Dublin.” 


After 
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After all the pains which our author has fo Jaudably be- 
ftowed on this inquiry, we own ourfelves not entirely fatisfied 
with the proofs which he has advanced in fupport of the notien, 
that all theological knowlege is to be traced back to divine re~ 
velation. The authorities, which he has adduced, either prove 
nothing farther than that religious notions are traditionary, 
without determining whether that tradition originates in divine 
or human wifdom ; or that they are the mere opinions of an- 
cient writers, unfupported by argument or teftimony. It feems 
to have been a favourite point with many modern authors, to 
refer all religious knowlege to divine revelation: but we con- 
fefs that we are not without apprehenfion that divine revelation 
will be deprived of its beft fupport, if we defert the good old 
ground of natural religion, deducible from rational principles, 
prior to fome fupernatural communications. 

The fecond eflay in this volume, on the Character of Pam- 
philus, is little more than a general panegyric on that Chriftian 
Father, prefaced with a declamation in praife of biography. 

Mr. Chriftie’s hints, in the third eflay, refpecting the ftate 
and education of the people, merit a more particular attention. 
The paper breathes an ardent fpirit of philanthropy, and fug- 
gefts many ideas well deferving the attention of the friends of 
mankind. He juftly reprobates the contempt with which the 
bulk of mankind has hitherto been commonly treated, both b 
ftatefmen and philofophers ; expatiates on the excellence of the 
Chriftian religion, as it is calculated to humble human arro- 
gance, by equalizing mankind ; and fhews how much more 
judicious as well as humane, it is, to govern the people by a 
fenfe of honour and duty, than by force, by fraud, or by cor- 
ruption. 

We think the fentiments advanced in this eflay fo import- 
ant, that we fhall not apologize for giving them as extenfive a 
circulation as we are able, by making a large extract: 

‘ Iam far from affenting to their opinion, who prefer favage life 
to civilized fociety ; but I will freely own, that I think many things 
in the latter ftand in need of reformation. Mankind, in their ori- 
ginal independent ftate, may be compared to a number of packages, 
{uppofe of wool or flax, placed by the fide of one another, in a 
merchant’s warehoufe, where each is fair and full, and retains his 
own proper fize and form. Whereas, in civilized life, their ftate 
feems to refemble that of the fame packages, piled up for conveni- 
ency on each other’s heads to the cieling of the warehoufe, where 
there is a gradual preflure, beginning at the top, and increafing 
downward to the loweit ranks, many of which are fqueezed out of 
2ll thape, and fome have their very bowels prefled out. Such, I 
fear, is the cafe, more or lefs, in every civilized fociety in Europe : 
in this country lefs perhaps than in any other. Ye friends of hu- 
man 
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mankind, ye who can feel another’s woe, decide on this queftion ! 
Do we not bear too hard on the poor man? Do we not make his 
burdens too heavy, and his comforts too few? Are not many of 


our enjoyments purchafed by his forrows — many of our luxuries - 


procured at the expence of his health, and of his life? But to pro- 
ceed 

‘© There is no man,” fays Dr. Clarke, ** who is not capable of 
fome inftru€tion, and who may not be made the better for it. Perfons 
of the meaneft natural capacities may have a mind attentive to in- 
firuction; may have a love to truth and right; may have great 
probity, integrity of heart, &c. *.” 

« An obfervation of a fenfible writer deferves particular attention 
here: * Si ignorance pouvoit s’abftenir de juger, elle feroit, fans 
doute, moins meprifable et moins dangereufe: malheureufement 
V’efprit humain ne peut etre fans adtion, il faut qu’il ait des opi- 
nions bonnes ou mauvaifes; il faut qu’il ait des prejuges, sil n’a 

as des connoiffances, et des fuperftitions au defaut de religion ; j’en 
appelle a tous les peuples barbares qui exiftent de nos jours .” 

‘* If ignorance could refrain from judging and paffing decifions, 
it would be undoubtedly lefs contemptible and lefs dangerous; but 
unfortunately the human mind cannot be without action; men 
muft have opinions good or bad ; they muft have prejudices if they 
have not knowledge; and fuperiti:ion if they have not true religion. 
] appeal to the hiltory of all the favage nations now on the face of 
the earth,” 

* M. Borde’s obfervations are certainly juft. The narrow powers 
of reafoning, which ignorant perfons ufually poffefs, ferve to mif- 
lead, inftead of guiding them. They are apt to make very impro- 
per comparifons between the fuppofed happy ftate of their matters, 
and their own hardfhips, poverty, and, as they efteem it, unhappy 
fate. They are apt to fay, what better are they than we; and, on 
the ground of their repining ideas, to juftify to their own minds 
every inftance of unfaithfulnefs. 

* It is one of the evils of ignorance, not to be fenfible of its own 
defect. You hall never perfuade an ignorant ploughman to adopt 
an improvement in agriculture. You maytell an uninftru€ted man 
of the advantages of inoculating his children; but he will lend a 
deaf ear to you, and fay that it is tempting Providence to bring dif- 
eafes on children in health. Perhaps, foon after, that loathfome 
cifeafe gets into the family, and you are called to afift in carrying 
one of the putrid carcafles to the grave. You imagine this will 
produce conviction. By no means. The blinded parent tells you, 
" that fince his child died in God’s way, he is fatisfied; but, if he 
had died by man’s hands, he fhould have been quite miferable.” 
on The Author of ** Effays on various Subjects, interefting to Po- 
litics and Morality,” having obferved, that the difcoveries in agri- 
culture made by men of {cience are rendered nearly ufelefs, when 
not communicated to common hufbandmen, and recommended the 





6 Vol. III. f. 19. — (8vo.) Lond. 1756.’ 
. 7 - 1756. 
t+ M. Borde, feconde Replique a M, Roufleau, Pp: 377° 
Riv. May 1792. C compilation 
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compilation of accurate abridgments, containing a plain and eafy 
account of them, to be introduced into the fchools where the 
shildren of peafants are educated, adds, «* Nor let it be regarded as 
a chimerical fcheme, impoffible to be executed, to inform the minds 
of the common people. Experience proves its practicability. A 
German Prince (Erneft the pious Duke of Saxe Gotha) entirely 
changed the face of his principality not more than a century ago. 
Truly great by his political virtues, he had his people inftructed 
by compendiums of every kind of efeful knowledge, which were 
put into the hands of the peafants in all country fchools.” He 
adds, that though thefe conftitutions do not now exift in their ori- 
ginal vigour, yet it is amazing to obferve the difference which ftill 
fubfifts between the people of this and the other circles. See the 
paflage in a note to p. 348 of the Englifh verfion of an excellent 
German book, M. Hirzel’s Rural Socrates. By the advice of the 
rural philofopher, the Swifs peafants were encouraged to attend the 
meetings of the Phyfical Society of Zurich. There every one gave 
an account of his method of hufbandry, and received proper advice 
from the Society. M. Hirzel’s relation of this is truly interefting, 
and cannot fail to be very pleafing to every benevolent mind. It 
fhews how much we might doto promote the happinefs and the 
knowledge of our fellow-creatures, would we only be at pains 
enough, would we lay afide pride and vanity, were we capable of 
feeling for their fituation, and of rejoicing in the pleafure of doing 
ood. 

ve Is there any thing on this fide of Heaven,” fays a benevolent 
writer, ‘* equal to the gratification of knowing and contemplating 
the wifdom of God in the wonderful works of the creation? And 
is this pleafure to be denied to all but a few philofophers and priefts, 
who would become the tools of tyranny, to keep the people in ig- 
norance, and fet them on a level with the brutes * ?”’ 

‘ And M. D’Alembert very properly obferves, ‘* Quelques fa- 
vans, il eft vrai, femblables a ces Prétres d’Egypte qui cachoient 
au refte de la nation leurs futiles myfteres, voudroient que les livres 
fuffent uniquement a leur ufage, et qu’on dérobat au peuple la plus 
foible lumiére, méme dans les matieres les plus indifferentes; lu- 
miere qu’on ne doit pourtant guere lui envier, parce gu’i/ en a grand 
befoin, et qu'il n’eft pas acraindre qu'elle devienne jamais bien 
vive. Nous croyons devoir penfer autrement comme Citoyens, et 
peut etre méme comme des gens de lettres +.” 

*¢ Some learned men, it is trae, like thofe Egyptian priefts who 
concealed their trifling myfteries from the reft of the nation, would 
have all books written foiely for. their own ufe, and would take 
away from the people every {park of light, even in the commonetft 
matterse-a light which we furely fhould not envy them, fince 
they have much need of it, and there is little danger that it will 
ever be tooclear. Doubslefs we ought to think more liberally as 
fellow-citizens, and perhaps men of letters.”” Unqueftionably— 


——_—— 





‘ * Monthly Review, vol. XX XIII. p. 44.’ 
“+ M. D’Alembere, Preface du 3 vol. de l’Encyclopedie.’ 
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fhe sntereft of literature depends on the number of its cultiva- 
rs. : 2 


‘ T would beg of thofe who are extremely afraid of trofting the 
common people with aay power of {elf-direction, to read the hiftory 
of mankind, and fay, whether, by allowing them to follow their 
own judgment, they could ever have been led into greater errors 
than they have been, by refigning themfelves up totally to the di- 
reétion of defigning men, who have rivetted them in the moft fatal 
prejudices, and often hurried them on to fedition, perfection, mur- 
der, bloodfhed, rapine, and every kind of wickednefs and enormity. 
Upon this foundation, ‘* the ignarance.of the people,” have been 
erected all thofe permanent and /lupendous fyftems of fuperftition and 
tyranny, which in different ages and countries have oppreffed and 
degraded the human race. . i. Oe te 
. © We fhould not be rath in determining, that the Deity never 
meant the bulk of mento poffefs any knowledge, becaufe he has 
placed them in a fituation where it is impoffible for them to acquire 
it. We ought to enquire, whether this impoffibility refults from the 
appointment of the Deity, or rather from the unreafonable actions 
of men. In this, as in other matters, God has beeh pleaftd to or- 
der things fo, that much of the happinefs of one man fhall depend 
on the conduét of another, While we blame Providence for place- 
ing men in fuch a fituation, as that they cannot obtain knowledge, 
it is a fact, that, in many kingdoms of Europe, the poor common 
people are ftudioufly kept in the darkeft ignorance by their tyrannic 
{uperiors. Were that time, which, in Catholic countries, is devoted 
to abfurd fuperftition, employed in inftru€ting the. people, ignorance 
would foon be banifhed from among them. In proteftant kingdoms; 
T cannot bat regard that as an improper and unreafonable {tate of 
police, which coniftrains the people to inceffant labour from Mon-~ 
day morning to Saturday night, without léaving a fingle {pare mo- 
ment. ae ae eae, : a 
_ © For. then Sunday will in general, and indeed almoft necefarily, 
be employed in amufement, if not in diflipation.. Both the mind 
and body require fome relaxation. I know I fhall be immediately 
reminded of the lofs of time to our manufacturers, which this would 
occafion; an argument which ftrikes fome people fo forcibly, that 
they are angry that Sunday itfelf is not employed in labour.. But 
I confefs my view of this matter is very different indeed from theirs. 
I own their pldn may enable us, to make our buckles and buttons a 
little better for the money thar our neighbours; but, in the. mean 
time, what becomes of our men, how do we fuccéed in the formation 
of human minds, the greateft of all manufactures? Is it any com- 
penfation to fociety, to the public weal, tothe rea] intereft of a na- 
tion, that a great manafatturer has acquired a fortane of twenty 
thoufand pounds, if he has obtained it, by degrading and plunging 
into ignofance and depravity many hundreds of his fellow creatures ? 
1 would atk any found politician, what effeét {uch fyftems will u/ti- 
mately produce ina nation? Can one clafs of mankind be depraved 


without in time affecting all others? Does not vice, like contagion, - 


Mlently diffufeitfelf over all? Are the proftitutes of great manufac. 
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turing towns reforted to only by thofe of their own ftation? Do 
they not corrupt our fervants, both male and female, and through 
them our fons and daughters? 

‘ Buttoreturn: Even under this {tate of police, fomething may 

be done. A part at lealt of the Sunday may be vfefully employed 
in inftructing thofe who will not go to church, and indeed cannot 
be expected to go, becaufe they can neither read, write, nor under- 
fland. 
« Since thefe remarks were firit written, a grand and extenfive 
plan has been fet on foot in England, by Mr. Raikes of Gloucetter, 
for the education of the common people. It will eafily be under- 
ftood that I allude tothe inftitution of Sunpay Scunoors. It is 
with infinite fatisfagtion, that I find fo many eminent and excellent 
perfons have now engaged in promoting thete, and that the good ef- 
fects flowing from them are already beyond all expedtation. Ex- 
cellent Mr, Raikes! May thy benevo'ent example be univerially 
followed! Thou hait raifed the depreffed human mind, and 
given light to thoie who fat in darkneis. The blefling of them 
that were ready to perifh fhall come upon thee; and the people 
who were deflroyed for lack of knowledge, fhall celebrate thy 
name !’--— 

‘ In addition to the feveral focieties for promoting particular 
branches of knowledge, I could with to fe one initituted for difful- 
ing KNOWLEDGE im general; one that fhould employ itfelf in en- 
couraging modell merit, in fearching after the village Newtoz, in 
refcuing from obicurity the genius of the cottage, and in calling 
forth the fong of the M:/ton, who would otherwife have bien mute 
and ingloriouvs: a fociety that fhould caule books to be compofed 
for the particular purpofe of inilruGting the unlearned, and that 
fhould print and circulate, in different regions, fuch performances 
as had a tendency to awaken the love of letters, and promote the 
Improvement of human minds: a fociety which fhould receive a 
certain number of ingenious youths; and, after inftructing them in 
the fciences, fend them forth, fome as mi{fonaries, to put to flight 
the illufions of error and ignorance among men; and others to oc- 
cupy various uleful itations in life, as their talents or fituation fhould 
direct them ; and who, in return for the advantages of their edu- 
cation, fhould be'required at their difmiflion only to promife, that 
they would, in their feveral ipheres, exert themfelves to infpire the 
love of knowledge into the bofoms of their friends and acquaint- 
ance, and all around them: laftly, a fociety which fhould place 
philofophy in all the genuine dignity of her charaéter ; and which, 
inftead of celebrating days in honour of hypocritic faints and en- 
thufialtic devotees, fhouid compile a new kind of Calendar, and 
coniecrate a day to commemorate the birth of Ariftotle, and of So- 
crates, of Confucius, Locke, Newton, and fuch, as like them, have 
exalted the deprefled human mind, inftruéted mankind in the ufe 
of their faculties, vindicated the rights of human nature, and fup- 
ported the caufe of letters, liberty, and virtue, in various periods 
of the world, | 
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‘ Te is with regret I quit a fubje&, on which fo much might yet 
be faid. But as I canut pretend to go beyond a few hints, I fhall 
only offer one obfervation more, which is, that, ; 

© This matter deferves the ferious attention of the friends of li- 
berty in Britain. A general {pirit of reform now pervades us; and 
an inclination to enlarge in every fhipe the powers and _ privileges 
of the Peopie. But, perhaps, it may be found, that we are begin- 
ning at the wrong end of things; and that, before we make the 
peoyle more powerful, we should endeavour to make them better 

valified for it; let, by giving them l’ower, before they have 

ot Wispom, we make them more unhappy, end more vicious, 
than before.’ 

This laft hint appears to us of the utmoft importance to the 
fuccefs of thofe ]audable plans for emancipating mankind from 
every kind of tyranny, civil, religious, and moral, to which 
every enlightened citizen, and genuine philanthropift, muft 
with fuccefs. 

In the title page of this work, we obferve the term medical : 
but we find nothing of this kind in the volume, excepting a de- 
dication to Dr. Percival, containing fome remarks on the con- 


nection between medicine and philofophy. E 





Art. Ili. Anecdotes of the Right Hon. William Pitt, Earl of Chat- 
Lam, and of the Principal Events of his ‘Time, With his 
Speeches in Parliament, from the Year 1736 to the Year 1778, 
4to, 2 Vols. pp. 370 in each. 11. 10s. Boards. Jordan, 
1792. 

TH outlines of the political life of the late Earl of Chatham 

are already well known to, if not within the memory of, 
all fuch of our readers as have public fpirit enough to intereft 
themfelves in the meafures of government; and thefe will 
doubtlefs review, with pleafure, the principal events of their 
own times, including the fhare which that great man took in 
them ; efpecially when they fee them colleéted into one point 
of view. His career, indeed, pafled in the ufual manner. He 
entered young into parliament, forced himfelf into notice and 
confequence, as an oppofition man, by his talents and powers 
of elocution ; circumftances favoured his own acquifition of 
minifterial power ; fuccefs crowned his fpirited meafures, and 
rendered his miniftry brilliant, to a dangerous extreme; he 
was fupplanted when at the pinnacle of his glory by rivals in 
the fame line ; received his reward ; and then funk finally un- 
der the preflure of competition, as all have done before him, 
and as al! will do after him. 

_ In the preface to this publication, the writer difclaims the 

intention of offering this work as a HisroRY: * He prefumes 
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no more, than having colleéted and preferved a fund of mates 
rials, which may afford light and information to the future in- 
quirer; who could not have found them in any of the books 
hitherto printed.’ This limitation of his purpofe is farther 
confirmed in the work, where he mentions the death of Fre- 
deric Prince of Wales, who is difmiffed as laconically as_pof- 
fible, under a profeffion, that—* it is not the defign of this 
work to ftate the particulars of any event, which have been 
related in other books, unlefs fuch relation is very erroneous.’ 
(Vol. i. p.114.) If this purpofe were ftrictly executed, fo far 
from sah ih. any thing like a hiftory, the writer would fur 
nifh only fupplementat {craps, and errata to’ other hiftories ; 
and nothing ‘conneéted, nor very fatisfactory to the purchafers 
of thefe particular volumes :=but this is only one'among many 
inflances, where the author is apt to overfhoot himfelf by a 
hafty mode of expreffion, for which his readers will occafionally 
find it neceflary to allow. 

The author has in reality made a valuable collection of anec- 
Pm ty efpecially of the latter and moft confpicuous part of Lord 
Chatham’s life, and of other matters conne&ted with it; and 
has feafoned them at times to a degree of poignancy that may 
happen to be too ftrong for fome palates: yet as he makes fe- 
rious profeffions of his‘adherence to truth, affirming that ¢ he is 
confcrotis that his {tile and fome circumftances are not in his 
favour; but he is not confcious of having advanced one falfe- 
hood ;’ and if we give credit to this declaration, (and we have 
found no caufe to doubt it,). we may, for the fake of being 
treated with ferling ingtedi¢nts compounded by a well informed 
purveyor, putup with his ee pepper; or, by dilution, bring 
the difhes down to our own tait : 

Of the early part of the noble ‘Peer’ s life, when he was better 
known, and more refpected, under the plain name of Pir, 
the materials ‘here collected are but fcanty; for political oc 
currences were not fo amply detailed before parliamentary ora- 
tions were openly ‘publifhed; as‘ they have been fince the pri- 
vilege, of knowing what our repretentatives are doing, was af- 
ferted ; ; and it isto ) be obferved that we gre no where introduced 
to Mr. Pitt as a private man in focial life. We here fee him 
only in his public capacity; and‘though he is by name the 
principal character before us, we have fome doubt whether the 
Jate Lord Temple, whenever he is introduced, may not be in= 
tended to appear as the principal hero in:the drama. 

‘he matter and -ftyle of thefe anecdotes may be conceived 
from two or three fpecimens ; the firft of which fhall be chapter 
Xi. of vol. 1. treating of ae taacs Sanepening me education of 
the Prince « of Wales: _- 
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« Upon the death of Frederick Prince of Wales, the education 
of the Prince (George II.) had been commirted to Lord Harcourt 


as Governor; to Dr. Hayter, Bifhop of Norwich, as Preceprer ; 
and to Andrew Stone, Efq. brother to the Primate of ‘that name, 
as Sub-governor ; recommended by the Duke of Newcaftle ; and 
to Mr. Scott, as Sub-preceptor; recommended by Lord Boling- 
broke. In about a year and a half, a difagreement broke out 
amongft them, of a very interefting nature. It was faid by the 
friends of Leicefter-houfe, that the Governor and Preceptor did not 
difcharge the duties of their truft with alacrity. But it came out 
afterwards, that this complaint lay deeper than was at firft fup- 

ofed. ‘There were two perfons concerned in this affair, whom it 
is proper to mention particularly, Mr. Stone, was the moft par- 
ticular friend and advifer of the Duke of Newcaftle. ‘The other, 
Mr. Murray, afterward Lord Mansfield, was in precifely the fame 
fituation, and degree of credit, with Mr. Pelham. Between Mr. 
Stone and Mr. Murray there {ubfifted the warmeft intimacy ; not 
only their friendfhips, but their principles and politics were per- 
fe&ly congenial. Lord Bute, who had been Lord of the Bed- 
chamber to the late Prince, and was continued in the family, 
gained a {uperiour influence, by affiduity and attention, He was 
moreover favoured by the Psincefs. The referve of Lord Harcourt, 
and the very orderly demeanour of the Bifhop, gave great advan- 
tage, as well as opportunity, to Lord Bute, who excelled in the 
sffumption of theatrical grace and geiture ; which, added to a good 
figure, rendered his converfation particularly pleafing, and at length 
created a partiality in his favour. The Duke of Newcaftle and Mr. 
Pelham had information of every circumftance at Leicefter-houfe. 
In a tittle time, the Bifhop found fome very improper books put 
into the hands of the Prince. He complained of this matter to the 
Duke of Newcaftle. And in a few days Lord Harcourt and the 
Bithop refigned. From the period of making this counter com- 
plaint, it became a ftruggle between the party of Leicefer-houfe, and 
the Pe‘bams, which fhould have the power of educating the Prince. 
While this difpute was going on, a third party (the Bedfords) in- 
terfered for the fame purpofe, by attacking Stone and Murray. 
Thefe gentlemen were charged with being Facobites. Lord Ra- 
ven{worth brought the charge. A Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil was directed to enquire into it. The Committee fat feveral 
times upon it: but the two Confidents had the addrefs to acquit 
themfelves; though Mr. Fawcett, Recorder of Newcattle, {wore to 
their having drank the Pretender’s health feveral times. 

* On the 22d of March 1753, the Duke of Bedford made the fol- 
lowing motion in the Houfe of Lords: ** That an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, tnat he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give orders, that there be laid before this Houfe, the feveral ex- 
aminations of the Lord Ravenf/worth, the Dean of Durham, Mr. 
Fawcett, the Lord Bifhop of St. Ajapb, the Lord Bithop of Glou- 
cefter, the Honourable Mr, Murray, his Majetty’s Solicitor Gene- 
ral; Andrew Stone, Efq. and fach other examinations upon oath, 
as have been taken before the Lords appointed by his Majefty ta 
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enquire into informations of a very material nature, relating to a 
perfon in the fervice of their Royal Highneffes the Prince of Wales 
and Prince Edward ; and the other perfons mentioned in the courfe 
of the faid examinations, liewife a!l letters and papers relative 
thereto, and the report made by their Lordfhips tq his Majefty 
thereupon.” But the Duke of Newcaftle, and the reit of the Mi- 
niftry were againft the motion; and therefore it was negatived. 
Lord Harcourt faid in the debate, that he found he had no autho- 
rity over the Prince’s education; nor could he be of any fervice, 
unlefs the Sub- governor and others (Scott and Creffet *) were dif- 
miffed, all of wnom he had ftrong reafors to believe were Jacobites, 
and therefore he had refigned. The Pelhams thought they had 
gained their point, in the protection of Stone and Murray, and in 
appointing Lord Waldegrave and the Primate to fucceed the refign- 
ers; while the fact was, they were deceived and betrayed by their 
own people. By this fecret manceuvre, the influence and afcend- 
ancy of Lord Bute were completely eftablifhed. At that time was 
circulated by the Bedford party a remarkable paper, which the reader 
will find in the note +. And in the weekly paper, called the Pro- 
tefter, (printed in fmall folio, like the North Briton, Auditor, &c. ; 
and which feems to be the paper alluded to by Lord Melcombe, in 
his Diary, pp. 235 and 236,) number fifteen, September 8, 1753, 
after faying a good deal about Stone, are thefe words, *s And 

whatever 





* * Creflet was Secretary to the Princefs ; and upon her recom- 
mendation, was appointed Treafurer to the Prince.’ 

© + 4 Memorial of feveral Nollemen and Geatlemen of the frft rank 
and fortune. 

‘ The Memorialifts reprefent, 

* THAT the education of the Prince of Wales, is of the utmoft 
importance to the whole nation: that it ought always to be en- 
trufted to Noblemen of the moft unblemifhed honour, and to Pre- 
lates of the moft diftinguifhed virtue, of the moft accomplithed 
learning, and of the molt unfufpeéted principles, with regard to 
government both in Church and State: That the misfortunes which 
the nation formerly fuffered, or efcaped, under King Charles I. 
King Charles II. and King James II. were owing to the bad edu- 
cation of thofe Princes, who were early initiated in maxims of ar- 
bitrary power: That for a faion to engrofs the education of the 
Prince of Wales to themfe]ves, excluding men of probity and learn- 
ing, is unwarrantable, dangerous, and illegal: That to place men 
about the Prince of Wales, whofe principles are fufpeéted, and 
whofe belief in the myfteries of our faith is doubtful, has the moft 
mifchievous tendency, and ought jaftly to alarm the friends of their 
country, and of the Proteftant fucceffion: That for a Minifter to 
fupport low men, who were originally improper for the high truft 
to which they were advanced, after complaints made of dark, fof- 
picious, and unwarrantable methods made ufe of by fuch men, in 
their plan of education, and.to protect and countenance fuch men 
in their infolent and unheard of behaviour to their fuperiors, is a 
foundation for fufpecting the worft defigns in fuch Minifters; That, 
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whatever may be the mifgivings and repinings of thofe who exped- 

ed a kingdom of their own, and who now fee themfelves for ever 

excluded, Thofe who have the forming of the Youth, have reafon to 
romife themielves a like afcendancy over the Maa. 

‘ This bufinefs being fettied, Leicefter-houfe went on as it 
pleafed. Stone and Murray, ard Lord Bure, were In perfect 
union; not indeed oftenfiblv, but confidentially. And in a very 
little time, (that is before the war broke out,) Lord Bath paid his 
Court to Lord Bate, and was admitted of his Cabinet. From this 
time may be dated that unhappy ana dangerous idea, which Lord 
Bute had imbibed, of forming a double Cabinet. He had it from 
Lord Bath, who told him, the cficzal/ men ought never to be trufted 
with information of any mealure, antil it was given them to exe- 
cute. They were the fervants, he faid, of the executive power 5 
not the power itfelf. ‘I’bis extraordinary dottrine will appear more 
fully, if the letters at Fourhill are printed ; for Mr. Alderman Beck- 
ford was one of thofe, who at this time, paid their cevoirs at Lei- 
celter-houle. . 

« After Stone and Murray had been acquitted by the Privy 
Council, very little attention was paid to Leicefter-houfe, or its 
concerns, by the Pelhams, or their Whig friends. In a very few 
years, the ideas of a feparate intereft, and of a feparate party, were 
become perfectly vifible at Leiceiter-houfe.’ ao 

e 


it being notorious that books *, inculcating the worit maxims of 
government, and defending the moft avowed tyrannies, have been 
ut into the hands of the Prince of Wales, it cannot but affect the 
femorialifts with the moft melancholy apprehenfions, when they 
find that the men who had the honeity and refolution to complain 
of fuch aftonifning methods of inftruction, are driven away from 
Court ¢, and the men, who have dared to teach fuch do&trines, are 
continued in truft and favour. ‘That the fecurity of this Govern. 
ment, being built on Whig principles, is alone fupported by Whig 
zeal. ‘That the eltablifhment of the prefent Royal Family being 
fettled 


« * Father Orleans’s Revolutions of the Houfe of Stuart.—Ram- 
fay’s Travels of Cyrus.—Sir Robert Filmer’s Patriarch, and other 
books inculcating the fame principles.’ 

“ + Alluding to the relignations of Lord Harcourt and Dr. 
Hayter, who were fucceeded by Lord Waldegrave and Dr. Stone. 

‘ The following lines were written under Dr. Hayter’s portrait, 
publifhed at this time: 


* Not gentler virtues glow’d in Cambray’s breaft, 
Not more his young ‘Telemachus was blefs’d ; 
Till Envy, Faétion, and ambitious rage, 
Drove from a guilty Court the pious Sage. 
Back to his flock, with tran{fport, he withdrew, 
And bot one figh, an honett one, he knew! 
O guard my royal Pupil, Heaven! he faid, 
Let not his youth be, like my age, betrayed! 
I would have form’d his footlteps in thy way, 
But Vice prevails, and impious men bear {way !” 
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Left this fhould not be quite ftrong enough, we may add @ 


little of the author’s pepper to it: 
‘ Unfortunately for the war, but more unfortunately for Great 


Britain, on the 25th of O&tober 1760, the venerable George the Se- 
cond died. The circumftances of his death are too well known to 


be repeated here. As to the Succeffor, the effects of the wicked- 
nefs of his advifers have been, and are till, too deeply felt, to be 
defcribed in any terms adequate to the injuries committed. Pofte- 


ton 





fettled in the timely overthrow of Queen Anne’s laft Miniftry, it 
cannot but alarm all true Whigs, to hear of fchool-mafters of very 
contrary principles, being thought of for preceptors; and to fee 
none but the friends and pupils of the Jate Lord Bolingbroke en- 
trufted with the education of a Prince, whofe family that Lord en- 
deavoured, by his meafures, to exclude, and by his writings to ex- 
pel, from the throne of thefe kingdoms: That there being great 
reafon to believe, that a noble Lord has accufed one of the Precep- 
tors of Jacobitilm, i¢ is aftonifhing that no notice has been taken of 
a complaint of fe high a nature; on the contrary, the accufed per- 
fon continues in the fame truit, without any enquiry into the grounds 
of the charge, or any {tep taken by the accufed, to purge himfelf of a 
crime of fo black a die: That no fatisfaétion being given to the Go- 
vernor and Preceptor, one of whom, though a Nobleman of the moft 
‘unblemifhed honour, and the other a Prelate of the moft unbiafled 
virtue, who have both been treated in the groffeft terms of abufe, 
2 menial fervant of the family ; it is derogatory to his Majefty’s 
authority, under which they aéted; is an affront to the Peerage ; 
‘and an outrage to the dignity of the Church. That whoever ad- 
vifed the refufal of an audience to the Bifhop of Norwich, who was 
fo juftly alarmed at the wrong methods which he faw taken in the 
education of the Prince of Wales, is an enemy to this country, and 
can only mean, at leaft, to govern by a faction, or is himfelf in- 
fluenced by a more dangerous faction, which intends to overthrow 
the Government, and reitore that of the exiled and arbitrary Houfe 
of Stuart. ‘That to have a Scotchman [Murray] of a mott difaf- 
feted family, and allied in the neareft manner, to the Pretender’s 
firt Minifler, confulted in the education of the Prince of Wales, 
and intrufted with the moft important fecrets of Government, mutt 
tend to alarm and difguft the friends of the prefent Royal Family, 
and to anon the hopes and attempts of the Jacobires, Laiftly, 
the Memorialifts cannot help remarking, that the three or four low, 
dark, fufpected perfons, are the only men whofe ftation is fixed 
and permanent; but that all the great offices and officers, are fo 
conftantly varied and fhuffled about, to the difgrace of this country, 
that the beft affefled perfons apprehend, that there is a fettled de- 
fign- in thefe low and fufpe&ed people, to infufe fuch jealoufies, 
caprices, and ficklenefs, into the two Minifters, whofe confidence 
they engrofs, as may render this Government ridiculous and con- 
ao and facilitate the revolution, which the Memoriajifts 
think they have but too much reafon to fear is meditating. 


God preferve the King.’ 
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ity, in a fubfequent age, when truth may be fpoken, and the mo- 
ties of men laid open, will be aftonifhed at the conduct of their 
anceftors at this period. : 

« Two days after the King’s acceflion, the Earl of Bute was tn- 

roduced into the Privy Council ; and at the fame time, the name 
of the Duke of Cumberland was ftruck out of the Liturgy. Another 
circumftance not lefs remarkable immediately fucceeded; this was, 

ord Bute was made Ranger of Richmond park, in the room of 
the Princefs Amelia, who was turned out. 

‘ It was the fixed defign of the party, which the new King brought 
with him from Leicefter.-houfe, to remove the Minifters and con- 
clude the war *; but the tide of popularity ran fo ftrong in favour 
of both, they were obliged to poftpone the execution of their defign, 
until they had prepared the nation co receive it. For this purpole @ 
great number of writers were employed, to calumniate the late 
King, the Duke of Cumberland, Mr. Pitt, and all the Whigs. 

* The late King was reviled for the affection he had fhewn to 
his native country, for his love of female fociety ¢, and for his at- 
sachment to the Whigs. 
© The Duke was charged with inhumanity; he was ftiled “@ 
Prince that delighteth in blood ;” becaufe the Princefs of Wales 
had fometime ago conceived a jealoufy of his popularity. Nothing 
could be more unjuft than this fufpicion: there was not a perfon in 
the kingdom more firmly attached to the rights of her fon. 
© The Whigs were called Republicans, although many of them 
had exhauited their fortunes in fupport of the Monarchy, 

‘ But Mr. Pite was the principal odject of their calumny. He 
was affailed in pamphlets, 1n newfpaper effays, and in every other 
channel of conveyance to the public, ‘The war upon the continent, 
was called Sis German war; his former oppofition to German 
ineafures; was contrafted with his prefent conduét; the expences of 
former wars, were compared with the prefentwar. ‘The ruin of the 
country, the anibilation of all public credit, were predicted, and 
deplored, as the’ inevitable confequences of the prefent unjuft, im- 
politic, and impracticaile war; for although it was fucceisful, yet 
they affirmed, that every victory, and every conqueit, was a freth 
wound to the kingdom. Mr. Pitt’s thirft for war, they faid, was 
infatiable ;- his ambition knew no bounds. He was madly ruining 
the kingdom with conguefts. 

* By:the 'conqueft of Canada, they affirmed, that all had been 
obtained, that juftice gave us a right to Jemand ; every fubfequent 
conquelt, they «firmed, was not only fuperfluous, but unjuft; that 
it was now perfect fuicide to go on conquering wha: mutt be fur- 
rendered ; they wept over our victories. The nation, they faid, 





—* = 


_' * The King is made to acknowledge in November 1763, in 
his fpeech to Parliament, ‘* The re-eftablifhment of the public 
franguillity, qwas the firft great obje& of my reign.” 

6 4 After the death of Queen Caroline, he was fond of a game 
at cards in an evening, with the Countefles of Pembyoke, Albe- 
marle, and other ladies.’ 
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was deftroyinp itfelf. Atthe fame time, they held out flattering 


and falfe pictures. of the enemy’s firength and refources. 
© Smollet, Mallet, Francis, Home, Murthy, Mauduit, and many 


others were the inftraments employed upon this occafion. It has 
been faid, that the fum paid to thefe, and other hired writers, 
during the firt three years of the reign of George the Third, exceeded 
thirty thoufand pounds. And the printing charges amounted to 
more than twice that fum, In facilitating the views of the party, 
the money was well laid out; for the nation was completely duped. 
And as to the few, who might attempt to undeceive the public, 
there was a jolitical Fudge ready to punifh their temerity. 

‘ A perfon at this time, “(thirty years fubfequent,) may very ra- 
tionally afk, if there were any Evglifhmen weak enough to give 
credit to thefe bafe affertions, The queition indeed 1s natural. And 
if the anfwer correfponds with truth, it mult be confeffed, that fuch 
was the induftry ufed in writing and circulating thefe cottrines, that 
the new King’s fa@tion, in a fhort time, had their defenders in every 
town and village in the kingdom. 

‘ The war indeed went on; and though the conguefts and vic- 

tories were not lefs brilliant than heretofore, the expence was con- 
tinually urged as a matter of more importance than the advan- 
tage. 
‘ The unanimity of Parliament was not yet difturbed. As the 
enfuing feflion was the laft feflion of the prefent Parliament, the 
King’s party thought it molt prudent to poftpone any attacks, in 
either Hoafe, until the new Parliament was elected. ‘The feffion 
commenced on the 18th of November, 1760, and clofed on the igth 
of March, 1761. 

‘ The Parliament was immediately diffolved. 

« And on the fame day, Mr. Legge was ¢difmiffed. 

‘ Upon the difmiffion of Mr. Legge, the whole Miniftry ought 
immediately to have refigned. A meafure of fuch union and fpirit, 
muft have had the happieft effets. The new King’s Favourite 
would have been checked in his defign of feizing epon the king- 
dom ; and the K-— himfelf would have been convinced, that the 
tory principles inculcated at Leicefter-houfe, though amufing in 
theory, were mifchievous in pradtice. 

‘ ‘Two days after the difmiffion of Mr. Legge, Lord Holderneffe 
refigned, upon condition of having a large penfion fecured to him, 
and the reverfion of the Cingue Forts. Lord Bute, in whofe fa- 
vour this refignation was purchafed, was inftantly appointed Secre- 
tary of State in his room: and he made Mr, Charles Jenkinfon his 
confidential commis. 

* It was now obvious to every underftanding, that there was an 
end of that unanimity which had for fome years fo happily and fo 
henourably prevailed in Council], and in Parliament. The refolu- 
tion of the new King’s faction, to change the Miniftry, was now 
perceptible to every man, who had not loft his penetration in that 
torrent of popularity, which was artfully managed to abforb all 
confiderations, in the moft extravagant eulogies on the found wifdom 
ef the King, and the immaculate virtues of his mother, 

‘ The 
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¢ The faQion further contrived to amufe the people, with tava 


other circumftances this year. One was the King’s marriage; the 
other, his coronation; which gave them opportunity to proceed in 
their meafures, unobferved by the nation.” (P.174, &c.) 


Correfponding with ail this, is the following character of 
George Il. 


‘ This Prince, though not born in this country, was educated in 
thofe principles by which the nation rofe to power and happinefs, 
and gloried in being the king of a free people. He carried the 

ower and commerce of the nation to a degree to which they had 
never till then attained. Abroad, he eftablifhed the importance, 
the honour, and dignity of his crown, upon a footing not known 
before his time to a king of this country, and made the name of 
Englifhman refpectable in every corner of the world. No foreiga 
power trifled with his refentment, or defpoiled his people with im- 
punity. Ie hath been faid that he had ong and the affer- 
tion, from the mouths of Tories and Jacobites, fhould not furprife 
us. The nation was benefited by the prejudices of this prince. 
Abroad, they operated againft the natural enemies of the kingdom ; 
at home, againft the enemies of the national freedom, and of the 
proteftant eltablifhment made at the revolution: again{t thofe who 
preferred the odious tyrannical government of the accurfed race of 
Stuart, to the mild and legal government of the Houfe of Hanover; 
againft thofe who held to the divine, indefeafible, hereditary right 
of princes, and to the flavith doétrines of paTive obedience and non- 
refiffance; thofe men who, when in pofleffion of power, in every 
inftance, have driven hard to the deftruction of England, and 
from whofe pernicious projeéts this country hath been more than 
once faved by almoft miraculous interpofition. If he headed a party, 
it was the moft glorious of all parties—the national freedom ; if he 
encouraged and {upported a particular fet of men, it was thofe who 
diftinguifhed themfelves moft in their attachment to that caufe; if 
he were averfe to another fet, he was only averfe to them as public 
men ; averfe to their being in the firft departments of the ftate, bee 
caufe their maxims of government were incompatible with the hap- 
pinefs of his people; and when he did employ them, which he did 
more frequently than they deferved to have been, he took care to 
put it out of their power to practife their mifchicvous principles, by 
diftributing them chiefly among the fubaltern officers of the ftate, and 
by keeping a fufficient number of whigs in the higher departments 
to waich and over-rule their pernicious projects. If he loved war, 
he made not his own fubjects the devoted objeéts of his vengeance. 
Foreign, national, natural, manly war, upon British principles, in 
defence of Britith rights, he indeed entered into, profecuted with 
ardour, and reaped the moft glorious confequences from, for this 
country. He was honeft, wife, brave, and liberal. Capable of 
Opening his heart to new conneétions, he did not contraét and give 
if up to one man; but when the voice of his people demanded it, 
he yielded up the object of his choice, and received the obje@ of 
theirs to his bofom. The greateft of his favourites, if he ever had 
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was deftroying itfelf. Atthe fame time, they held out flattering 


and falfe pictures. of the enemy’s firength and refources. 
© Smollet, Mallet, Francis, Home, Murphy, Mauduit, and many 


others were the inftraments employed upon this occafion. It has 
been faid, that the fum paid to thefe, ana other hired writers, 
during the fir three years of the reign of George the Third, exceeded 
thirty thoufand pounds. And the printing charges amounted to 
more than twice that fum, In facilitating the views of the party, 
the money was well laid out; for the nation was completely duped. 
And as to the few, who might attempt to undeceive the public, 
there was a folitical Fudge ready to punith their temerity. 

‘ A perfon at this time, (thirty years fubfequent,) may very ra- 
tionally afk, if there were any Evgliihmen weak enough to give 
credit to thefe bafe affertions. ‘The queition indeed ts natural. And 
if the anfwer correfponds with truth, it mult be confeffed, that fuch 
was the induftry ufed in writing and circulating thefe dottrines, that 
the new King’s fa@tion, in a fhort time, had their defenders in every 
town and village in the kingdom. 

‘ The war indeed went on; and though the conquefts and vic- 

tories were not lefs brilliant than heretofore, the expence was con- 
tinually urged as a matter of more importance than the advan- 
tage. 
* The unanimity of Parliament was not yet difturbed. As the 
enfuing feflion was the laft feflion of the prefent Parliament, the 
King’s party thought it molt prudent to poftpone any attacks, in 
either Hoafe, until the new Parliament was elected. ‘The feffion 
commenced on the 18th of November, 1750, and clofed on the igth 
of March, 1761. 

‘ The Parliament was immediately diffolved. 

« And on the fame day, Mr. Legge was ¢difmiffed. 

‘ Upon the difmifion of Mr. Legge, the whole Miniftry ought 
immediately to have reigned. A meafure of fuch union and fpirit, 
muft have had the happieft effels. The new King’s Favourite 
would have been checked in his defign of feizing upon the king- 
dom ; and the K-— himfelf would have been convinced, that the 
tory principles inculcated at Leicefter-houfe, though amufing in 
theory, were mifchievous in practice. 

« ‘Iwo days after the difmiffion of Mr. Legge, Lord Holderneffe 
refigned, upon condition of having a large penfion fecured to him, 
and the reverfion of the Cingue Forts. Lord Bute, in whofe fa- 
vour this refignation was purchafed, was inftantly appointed Secre- 
tary of State in his room: and he made Mr. Charles Jenkinfon his 
confidential commis. 

* It was now obvious to every underftanding, that there was an 
end of that unanimity which had for fome years fo happily and fo 
henourably prevailed in Council, and in Parliament. The refolu- 
tion of the new King’s faction, to change the Miniftry, was now 
perceptible to every man, who had not loft his penetration in that 
torrent of popularity, which was artfully managed to abforb all 
confiderations, in the moft extravagant eulogies on the found wifdom 
ef the King, and the immaculate virtues of his mother. 

‘ The 
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¢ The faction further contrived to amufe the people, with fave 


other circumftances this year. One was the King’s marriage; the 
other, bis coronation; which gave them opportanity to proceed in 
their meafures, unobferved by the nation.’ (P.174, &c.) 


Correfponding with ail this, is the following character of 
George Il. 


‘ This Prince, though not born in this country, was educated in 
thofe principles by which the nation rofe to power and happinefs, 
and gloried in being the king of a free people. He carried the 

ower and commerce of the nation to a degree to which they had 
never till then attained. Abroad, he eftablifhed the importance, 
the honour, and dignity of his crown, upon a footing not known 
before his time to a king of this country, and made the name of 
Englifhman refpectable in every corner of the world. No foreiga 
power trifled with his refentment, or defpoiled his people with im- 

unity. It hath been faid that he had prejudices; and the affer- 
tion, from the mouths of Tories and Jacobites, fhould not furprife 
us. The nation was benefited by the prejudices of this prince. 
Abroad, they operated againft the natural enemies of the kingdom ; 
at home, againft the enemies of the national freedom, and of the 
proteftant eltablifhment made at the revolution: againft thofe who 
preferred the odious tyrannical government of the accurfed race of 
Stuart, to the mild and legal government of the Houfe of Hanover; 
againft thofe who held to the divine, indefeafible, hereditary right 
of princes, and to the flavith doétrines of pa‘five obedience and non- 
refifance; thofe men who, when in pofleflion of power, in every 
inftance, have driven hard to the deftruction of England, and 
from whofe pernicious proje&ts this country hath been more than 
once faved by almoft miraculous interpofition. If he headed a party, 
it was the moft glorious of all parties—the national freedom ; if he 
encouraged and {upported a particular fet of men, it was thofe who 
ciftinguifhed themfelves moft in their attachment to that caufe; if 
he were averfe to another fet, he was only averfe to them as public 
men; averfe to their being in the firft departments of the ftate, bee 
caufe their maxims of government were incompatible with the hap- 
pinefs of his people ; and when he did employ them, which he did 
more frequently than they deferved to have been, he took care to 
put it out of their power to prattife their mifchicvous principles, by 
diftributing them chiefly among the fuba!cern officers of the ftate, and 
by keeping a fufficient number of whigs in the higher departments 
to waich and over-rule their pernicious projects. If he loved war, 
he made not his own fubjects the devoted objects of his vengeance. 
Foreign, national, natural, manly war, upon British principles, in 
defence of Britith rights, he indeed entered into, profecated with 
ardour, and reaped the mot glorious confequences from, for this 
country. He was honeft, wife, brave, and liberal. Capable of 
Opening his heart to new conneétions, he did not contraét and give 
it up to once man; but when the voice of his people demanded it, 
he yielded up the object of his choice, and received the obje& of 
theirs to his bofom. The greateft of his favourites, if he ever had 


any 





il 





56 Anecdotes of the Earl of Chatham. | 
any in the criminal fenfe of that term, were made to yield. Sia 


Robert Walpole and the Duke of Newcattle, who, by long lives of 
ufeful fervice, had well earned the favour of this monarch, had each 


their favourite meafures, and at different periods were compelled to 
facrifice an excife {cheme, and a Jew bill, and finally. their places, 
to the demands of his people. He received Mr. Pitt from the 
people, as the gift of the people; and when the public good re- 
quired a facrifice of that refentment which had been excited in his 
mind by the parliamentary conduét of that perfon, who had oppofed 
his beft and moft favoured fervants with unufual violence, he made 
it with manlinefs and dignity.’ (Vol. 1!. App. p. 12.) 

It is poffible that the writer may be fincere in this eulogium ; 
the {tyle of which fo little agrees with any language ufed to- 
ward the late King during his life : but fome may be apt to fur- 
mife, that this panegyric is not drawn up fo much from a ve- 
neration for the Prince defcribed, as for fome fancied contraft in 
the author’s mind ; and that the time may come, when fome 
writer may be as liberal of praife to our prefent worthy fove- 
reign ; and with equal fincerity. 

Thus much for the fpirit that pervades the whole of thefe vo- 
Jumes ; as to the anecdotes refpecting Mr. Pitt, we havea preg- 
nant inftance of the extent of his minifterial influence on his 
fecond promotion to the adminiftration in 1757 : 

‘ Mr. Pitt’s firft propofition, was the exclufion of Lord Anfon from 
the Cabinet. The Duke of Newcaftle pleaded earneftly to have 
Lord Hardwicke in the Cabinet. He faid it was the King’s requeft. 
Mr. Pitt confented, on condition that Sir Robert Henley had the 
Great Seal : this ftipulation was défired by Leicefter-houfe. Lord 
Temple to be Privy Seal. Himfelf Secretary of State, as before. 
The Duke of Newcaitle offered Lord Temple the Treafury. Mr. 
Pitt interpofed, and faid, *¢ that could not be; his Grace muft 
go there himfelf *. But, if at any time hereafter, he fhould think 
proper to retire, Lord Temple fhould fucceed him.” Having gone 





‘ * There were two reafons for this. The firft was, the Houfe of 
Commons had been chofen by Mr. Pelham; at whofe death, his 
pocket lift (as it is called) was given to the Duke of Newcaftle, 
and this circumftance made &sother ftipulation in the arrangement ; 
which qwas, that the Duke fhould ¢ransfer bis majority to Mr. Pitt. 
Mr. Pitt himfelf defcribed this faét, on a fubfequent occafion, in 
thefe words, ‘‘ I borrowed the Duke of Newcaftle’s majority to carry 
On the Public bufinefs.”’ | ea 

* The other was— Lord Temple would have had his brother, Mr. 
George Grenville, for his Chancellor of the Exchequer; and in 
that cafe what could have been done with Mr. Legge? the public 
would not at that time have approved of any other perfon in that 
fituation. Mr, Pitt alfo knew, that there had been a private un- 
derftanding between the Duke of Newcaltle and Mr. Legge, for 
fome time paft.’ _, 
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e time, in making the arrangements, the Duke faid, what 
angen do with Mr. Fox? Mr. Pitt replied, ‘¢ he may have.the 
Pay-office.” This was a triumph to Mr, Pitt—to put Mr. Fox 
below him, and into the office he had left. But it was a triumph 
soo diminutive for the dignity of Mr. Pitt’s mind. However, he 
enjoyed it ; which fhews the influence of little paffions in men of 
the firft abilities. Lord Anfon was propofed for the Admiralty. 
Mr. Pitt declared, that Lord Anfon fhould never have the Corre- 
fpondence. ‘The Duke replied, that would be fuch an alteration 
of the Board, as could not be made without his Majeity’s confent. 
Here the conference broke off. Mr. Pitt had an audience of the 
King. He laid before his Majefty, the difference between the 
Duke of Newcaltle and himfelf, concerning the Admiralty. The 
King confented, that the Correfpondence with the naval officers, 
ufually in the Board of Admiralty, fhould be given to Mr. Pitt, 
and that the Board fhould only fgn the difpatches, without being 
privy to their contents. It was at this audience that the fol!ow- 
ing remarkable words were fpoken, which Lord Nugent repeated 
in the Houfe of Commons in the year 1784; Mr. Pitt faid, ** Sire, 

ive me your confidence, and I will deferve it.” The King re- 
plied without hefitation, ‘* Deferve my confidence, and you fhall 
have it.”” Lord Nugent added, ‘* that Mr. Pitt at laft fo won upon 
the King, that he was able to turn his very partialities in favour of 
Germany to the benefit of his country.” Lord Anfon took the 
Admiralty, under Mr. Pitt’s limitation; and Mr. Fox took the 
Pay-office. Mr. Legge had the Exchequer, All the arrangemeats 
being fettled, the parties all kiffed hands in July 17573; and thie 
nation was thereby reftored to tranquility and fatisfaction.’ (Vol. {, 


p- 150, &c.) | 
The moft curious part of this arrangement is the following 
note refpecting Mr. Pitt’s mode of tranfaéting bufinefs with the 


Admiralty Board : 

‘ The rule, or cuftom is, The Secretary of State fends all the 
orders refpefting the navy, which have been agréed to in the Cae 
binet, to the Admiralty, and the Secretary to the Board writes 
thofe orders again, in the form of inftractions, from the Admiralty, 
to the Admiral, or Captain of the fleet, expedition, &c. for whom 
they are defigned ; which inftruétions mu/f be figned by three of the 
Board. But during Mr. Pitt’s Adminiftration, he wrote the In- 
ftructions himfelf, and fent them to their Lordthips to be figned ; 
always ordering his Secretary to put a fheet of white paper over the 
writing. Thus they were kept in perfect ignorance of what they 
had figned. And the Secretary and Clerks of the Board were ail 
in the fame ftate of exclufion.’ 


It is fcarcely credible that men, whofe rank in life recoms 
mended them to feats at the board of admiralty, would, for the 
fake of fuch feats, and even of the emoluments annexed to 


them, ftoop to {uch contemptuous treatment! Indeed, on Mra 


Pitt’s part, it was perfe@ly confiftent with his declaration, in 
a debate 
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n debate on the lofs of Minorca, that Lord Anfon * was not fit 
to command a cock boat upon the river Thames *.’ Yet, the 
fame authority, in detailing the debate in the Houfe of Lords 
on the feizure of Falkland Iflands, records the following paflage 
as part of Lord Chatham’s {peech, without the leaft remark on 
it! 

* My Lords, upon this fubje& I can fpeak with knowledge—I 
have been converfant in thefe matters, and draw my information 
from the greateft and molt refpectable naval authority that ever 
exifted in this country—I mean the late Lord Anfon. The merits 
of that great man are not fo univerfally known, nor his memory 
fo warmly refpected as he deferved. ‘To his wifdom, to his ex- 
perience, and care, (and I {pealr it with pleafure,) the nation owes 
the glorious naval fucceffles of the Jat war. The ftate of facts laid 
before Parliament in the year 1756, foentirely convinced me of the 
injuftice done to his character, that in fpite of the popu lar clamours 
raifed avainft him, in dire& oppofition to the complaints of the 
merchants, and of the whole city, (whofe favour I am fuppoled to 
court upon all eccafions,) I replaced him at the head of the Adimi- 
ralty; and j ‘theak God that [ had refolution enough to do fo.’ 


(Vol. II. p. 75, &c.) 

Such ellie of weak memory, or ftrong confidence, are 
now fo familiar to us in popular declaimers, ‘that we alfo thal! 
pafs it without farther remark ;—and fhall now, leaving the 
upper houfe, attend the author into the lower houfe, to which 

we all look for the protection of our rights and property : 


¢ Parliament met on the 25th of November 1762. The moft ex- 
traordinary provifion was made for this event. The Royal Houfhold 
had been encreafed beyond all former example. ‘The Lords and 
Grooms of the Bedchamber were doubled. Penfions were thrown 
about indifcriminately. Five and twenty thoufand pounds were 
iffued in one day, in bank notes of one hundred poundseach. The 
only flipulation was, Give ws your vote. A corruption of fuch no- 
toriety and extent had never been fecn before. ‘There is no ex- 
ample, in any age orcountry, that in any degree approaches to it, 
The dole was lavifh beyond the probability of account, or poflibility 
of credit. Mr. Fox had the management of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, with unlimited powers.” (Vol. I. p. 236.) 

This management is thus defcribed : 


‘ The management of the Houfe of Commons, as it is called, is 
a confidential department, unknown to the Conftitution. In the 

ublic accounts, it is immerfed under the head of Secret Service. 
It is ufually given to the Secretary of State, when that poft is filled 
by aCommoner. ‘The bufinefs of the department is to diftribute, 
with art and policy, amongit the members, who have ng oftenfible 
places, fums of money for their fupport during the feffion ; befides 
contracts, lottery tickets, and other douceurs. It is no uncommon 
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circumftance at the end of a feflion, for a gentleman to receive five 
hundred or athoufand pounds for Ais fervices.’? (Vol. I. p. 121.) 


Once more on this head: . 

‘ The management of the Houfe of Commons is become fo per- 
fe&tly mechanical, that it requires only a {mall knowledge of the 
principles of the machine, to be able to transfer the majority at &- 
moft any time, from the moft able Statefiman, to the Favourite of 
the Crown, or the Confident of the enemy; who may have no 
other recommendation, than the {miles of the firft, or the money of 
the laft; with the fame facility, that an India bond, or any other 
negotiable property, is transferred every day.’ (Vol. I. p. 202.) 

Whither fhall we turn our defponding eyes, when legiflative 
aflemblies expofe themfelves to fuch open contempt ? 

This article is too long already to extend farther concerning 
a perfonage and events fo well known. ‘The author’s chara&ter 
of Lord Chatham is collected from feveral contemporary 
writers : but one trait of it in his own words, is, that * he 
was not born for fubordination.? (Vol. II. p. 183.) This 
allertion, ffanding as a detached fentence, is another inftance 
of the author’s da/bing * manner of writing; for if this were 
really the cafe, the Earl was totally unfit to tread Britifh 

round, in any capacity whatever: or indeed any other ground, 
where he could not fay, /let pro ratione voluntas. 

The author’s relations, however true, are often difagreeable 
truths, generally conveyed in harfh terms, of which a variety 
of examples might be cited; and while they frequently bear 
very hard oa great names, they require the fanction of the name 
of the writer ; which is always eflential to the eftablifhment of 
bold anecdotes and unqualified afflertions, The intelligent 
author, however, is well known, and his opportunties of in- 
formation mutt be allowed, NV 

6 





Art. IV. A Defence of Publie or Social Worfhip, A Sermon 
preached in the Unitarian Chapel, in Effex Street, London, on 
Sunday, December 4, 1791. By John Difhey, D.D. F.S.A. 
8vo. pp. 23. 64. Johnfoh. 1792. 


Or the interefting inquiry which has been ftarted by Mr, 

Wakefield, whether public worfhip be authorized by 
Chrift and his Apoft!es, or be in itfelf expedient, as we have 
(in our laft Number,) fully reported his objections, we think 
it our duty to give, at fome length, an account of what is of- 
fered in reply. 


—"* 





* We have adopted, perhaps too hattily, this mufhroom expre({- 
fion, a more fignificant term not inftantly occurring. 


Rev. May 1792: D Dr. 
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Dr. Difney, confining his objections within the limits of a 
fhort fermon, fuggefts only a few curfory hints on the fubject. 
On the paflage produced by Mr. Wakefield, to prove that our 
Lord himfelf did not join in public worfhip, he remarks: 


‘ That Chrift frequently retired to pray alone, inftead of joining 
in focial worfhip, is very true; but we are not from thence to con- 
clude that he was averfe to public prayer. On thefe occafions, he 
may have been determined by the circumiftances of the cafe; the 
fubjeét of his prayer might have reference to his particular miflion, 
or he may have been influenced by the ftate of his own mind, the 
fatigue of body, the defire to leave his difciples for a while without 
the reftraint of his prefence; or the peculiar trials to which he was, 
at different times, particularly expofed, which required his flrength- 
ening his mind by devout application to God, independent of 
thofe who were then with him. All, or any of, thefe confidera- 
tions, may have difpofed him to retire alone, without intending in 
the leaft degree to difcountenance focia] p.ayer. 

* Upon the argument of our author we ought rot only to confine 
ourfelves to private prayer, but follow the example of Chrift in re- 
treating to a mountain, or a wildernefs, or to referve the evening 
or night feafon for this delightful intercourfe with God.—Or, we 
might, with the fame propriety, apply the injunction, ‘* not to let 
our left hand know what our right hand doeth *,” as prohibiting 
ourconcurrence in any public charities for the relief and comfort of 
the more diftrefied part of our brethren, becaufe fuch acts muft be 
feen and known by men. 

‘ We are challenged, by our author, to produce ‘ one fingle 
politive proof of the exillence of focial worhip among Chrift and 
his apoftles+.” Let us, therefore, try, though we fhould fail to 
fatisfy fome inquirers, at leatt to juitify ourfelves to others, by pro- 
ducing fufficient reafonable evidence of the fact. 

* Luke records (ix. 28.) that, previous to Chrift’s transfigura- 
tion, when he went into a mountain to pray, he took with him 
Pete?, and John, and James; and thefe, it may as reafonably be 
prefumed, were felected to join with him in prayer, as well as to 
be witnefles of what paffed on that occafion. 

* Of that prayer of Jefus, recorded in the feventeenth chapter of 

ohn, it is faid by our objector, that ‘* no mention is made of any 
Invitation to his apoftles to join or affift him in thefe devotions {.”’ 
But, is it not equally obfervable, and as probable, that no invita 
tion was thought neceflary,—or that the evangelift might omit to 
write it down? The example of Chrift, and the refpeé his dif- 
ciples entertained for him, would moft probably lead them to join 
him in every afpiration to God, in his behalf, without requiring to 
be bidden to do that, which their own minds would involuntarily 
prompt them to.’ 


In reply to Mr, Wakefield’s challenge “ to produce one 
fingle pofitive proof of the exiftence of focial worfhip among 





* Matt. vi.3. + Wakefield’s Enquiry, p.13. ff Ibid. p. bie 
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Chrift and his apoftles,’’ Dr. D. refers {as above, ) to Luke,ix. 28. 
where it is recorded, that, previoufly to Chrift’s transfiguration, 
he went up to a mountain to pray, and cook with him Peter,, 
John, and James ; a reference which will fcarcely be admit» 
ted as the pofitive proof that he demands. Dr. D. fariher re- 
marks, that the difciples would naturally, from their own in- 
clination, without any command, join in our Saviour’s prayer, 
recorded in the 17th of John to have been made by Chrift in their 
prefence ; that the promife, Matt xviii. 20. appears to have been 
confined to that firft age of the Gofpel, when miraculous 

owers were difpenfed, and to have been made to encourage 
the difciples to join in prayer for that purpofe ; and that, pre- 
vioufly to the raifing of Lazarus, Chrift not only prayed in 
public, and before his difciples, but for them, and probably 
with their affent. 

On our Saviour’s precept for fecret prayer, on which Mr, 
W. chiefly retts his argument, Dr. Difney’s reply is, that our 
Saviour’s reprehenfion of the Pharifees was intended to reform, 
not to fupprefs, their public meetings for focial worthip : 

‘ Parade and oftentation are not.neceffarily connected with focial 
worfhip, neither is it always a mere lip-fervice. Humility of mind, 
unfeigned repentance, and the mott fervent devotion, are as attain- 
able in public, as in private prayer. The act of meeting our fel- 
low-chriftians in the ordinary way of aflembling ourfelves together, 
no more nourifhes hypocrify or pride, than retiring into our own 
clofets, apart from all focial intercourfe, for the ‘ame purpofe may 
beget pride or felf-conceit. And further, we may either receive 
confiderable improvement from the example of others, or commu- 
nicate it by our own, not in the way of enthufialtic or fuperftitious 
influences, but in the rational exercife of our faculties, and in the 
pleafing contemplation that in chriftian love for each other, we, the 
creatures of God, are paying the homage of the whole heart to the 
one God and Father of all.’ : 


Many inftances of focial prayer, among the apoftles, are 
given, in paflages cited from the Acts. See chap. ii. 42. 
Iv. 24. Xiil. 3. Xx. 36. i. 24. lil, 1. Vi. 6. X. 2. xxi. 45. 

With refpect to the utility and expediency of public worfhip, 
Dr. D. properly fays, 

‘ What individual, it may be afked, can take upon himfelf to 
fay, that ** all focial worfhip confilts of outward exhibition, op- 
poted to inward influence ; in the honour of the lips, oppoied to 
the afpiration of the heart; in the vain oblations of ceremonial 
homage, oppofed to the facrifice of the whole man, body and {pirit, 
on the altar of the divine will?” Nay, let me make my appeal to 
every one, who now hears me, whether he has not known the de- 
vouon of the heart aflitted by focia! worthip, and the love of his fel- 
low-creatures fpread abroad in his heart, by joining with them in 
the acts of public worfhip, And when, or where, can ‘* genuine 
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36 Curfory Remarks on Wakefield's Enquiry, &c. 


fpiritual benevolent religion,” be better cultivated, than when, ia 
one voice, we unite our hearts in prayer to God, and have the ob- 
jeéts towards whom our benevolence fhall be directed accompanying 


ps in our devotions to our common parent ?’ 
This part of the argument might very fuccefsfully have been 


purfued much farther. E. 





Art. V. Curfory Remarks on an Enguiry into the Expediency and 


Propriety of Public or Social Worfoip: retpettfully infcribed to 
Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. late Tellow of Jefus College, Cam- 
bridge. By Eulebia. 8vo, pp. 21. 6d. Knott. 1791. 


ITH a commendable zeal for the interefts of religion, this 
female writer laments that inftitutions, from whicn fhe 


has received much perfonal fatisfaction and improvement, and 
which have, in her judgment, been productive of confequences 
the moft falutary, fhould be treated with acrimony and deri- 
fion ; and fhe exprefles an anxious fear that injurious impref- 
fions will be made on the minds of many, by the manner in 
which Mr, Wakefield has treated the fubject of public worfhip : 


* Though devout afpirations gan give no information to an Om- 
nifcient Being, nor alter his plans, originally defigned for the 
greatelt general and individual good; yet it is poflible, that they 
may be links in the great chain of caufes and effects, and by giving 
rife to pure and pious fentiments, be ultimately productive of con- 
fequences the moft beneficial. Far as the world has advanced to 
maturity, and enlightened as is the prefent age, compared with 
former obfcurity, yet are the generality of mankind by no means 
fufficiently i{piritualized, as to be capable of rifing into firft prin- 
ciples, and regulating their practice from the reafon and moral 
fitnefs of things; and where, through inattention or incapacity, this 
is not to be expected, even a mechanical devotion, a mere perform- 
ance of external duties (and private prayer may frequentiy be no 
mere) may have a reftraining effect upon the conduct; as it is a 
general obfervation, that youth, who have received a religious 
education, though the precepts may not have reached the heart, are 
yet incapabie of rufhing into vice and diffipation with the fame 
callous inconfideration as others, whofe early affociations have been 
of a different nature: when, through the medium of the fenfes, re- 
peated impreflions have been made on the brain, good or evil ha- 
bits acquire an afcendancy not eafily to be eradicated; words mut 
firft be taught, and ideas will afterwards cling to them. If, te 
avoid the appearance of a vain difplay, all outward acts and ex- 
prefiions of devotion are to be difcouraged, piety will want the pre- 
vailing recommendation of example, or religion be reduced to a 
mere fyilem of morals, which unafhited reaton might have difco- 
vered without needing a divine interference.’ 

Again, 

‘ Lconfefs T cannot but apprehend very pernicious confequences 
from this contempt of fabbatical obfe:vances, and material impref- 
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fions, ftill neceffary (if not equally fo) for the greater past of the 


votaries of religion, even at this advanced period. Mr. Wakefield 
feems not aware that a judgment formed of mankind at large from 
himfelf, and a circle of friends united by a congeniality of virtues, 
and talents, 
‘© Whofe minds are richly fraught 

With philofophic lores, fuperior light,” 
matt neceflurily be erroneous. Many, I fear, without entering in- 
to the fpirit of the author, will avail themfelves of an authority fo 
refpectable, to brand with hypocrify and fanaticifm, their more 
pious neighbours, and be in hafte to fhake off a yoke, which their 
vices and frivolity only, has rendered intolerable; to devote the 
day of leifure from bufinefs, not to ‘* ftudying the revealed will of 
God, and expounding the divine law to the poor;”’ but to the in- 
dulgence of fenfuality, or at beft a criminal indolence.’ 


Similar obfervations, refpecting the reafonablenefs and the 


influence of public prayer, fill up the greater part of thefe. 


paces. With refpect to authority, we find nothing added to 
what is advanced by Dr. Difney, except a reference to x Cor, 


xiv. 13. &c. E. 





Art. VI. 4 Defence of Public or Social Worfoip: In a Letter ad- 
dreffed to Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. By James Wilfon, M.A. 
8vo. pp. 34. 18. Brown, 1792. 

HIs reply to the objections urged by Mr. Wakefield 
againft public worfhip, turns chiefly on the argument 
refpecting the practice and authority of Chrift and his apoftles. 

Mr. Wilfon enters on an inquiry, which is certainly very 

material in the queftion, whether public focial worfhip confti- 

tuted a part of the Jewifh fervice? That the evening and 
morning facrifices of the temple were accompanied by the 

prayers of the multitude, he proves from Luke, i. 8, 9, 10, 

and Acts, iii. 1. Thefe prayers, he however acknowleges, were 

only the petitions of individuals for themfelves, and only public 
as being performed in the temple. Though, for reafons, which 
he judicioufly affigns, reading the law made the principal part 
of the duty in the fynagogue, he thinks it certain that the Jews 
had prefcribed forms of fynagogue worfhip, among which were 
the Shemoneh Efbreh, or eighteen prayers, mentioned in the 

Mifona as old fettled forms, and faid to have been compofed 

by Ezra. Hence he concludes it probable, * That Chrift 

joined in thefe prayers with the reft of the Jews, whenever he 

i into their fynagogue, as he always did every Sabbath- 

ay.” 

In reply to Mr. Wakefield’s explanation of the ule of the 


plural form in the Lord’s Prayer, Mr. W. quotes the words of 
D 3 David 
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David (Pfalm Ixxxvi. 3, 4.) and of our Saviour himfelf, 
(Matth. xxvi. 39.) to fhew that this was not a common mode 
of addrefs in private prayer. In farther proof that our Lord 
was well acquainted with the prayers of the fynagogue, it is 
remarked, that the form, which he recommended to his dif- 
ciples, was chiefly compiled from thefe : 


‘ I+ has been obferved *, ‘* that this prayer is taken out of the 
Jewith liturgies, in which weavholly find it, except only thefe words, 
as we forgive thofe, who have tranfgrefid againfi us. Our Father, 
which art in heaven, is in their Seder Tephilloth, or form of 
prayers. Let thy great name be fan@ified, and thy kingdom reign,” is 
“© in their form of Kaddith. Let thy memory be glorified in heaven 
above and in the earth beneath,” is ** in the Seder Tephilloth. 
Forgive us our fins,” is ** in the fixth of their eighteen daily prayers. 
Deliver us not to the band of temptations, and deliver us from the evil 

jement,”’ is ‘* in that and the book Mufar. For thine is the power, 
and the kingdom for ever and ever, is, faith Drufius, their ufual 
doxology.”’ 


Mr. Wakefield having admitted the propriety of offering 
public praife and thankigiving to God, his opponent well ob- 
ferves, that thankfgiving is a part of that exercife which is de+ 
nominated prayer ; and he afks, how it can be more decent or 
expedient, when it is recited from the fcriptures, or fung by 
way of hymn, than when it is addrefled to the Moft High, in 
the form of focial prayer ? 


* You allow the propriety of praife and gratitude ; and if you do, 
it muft be obvious, that every perfon is to judge for himfelf what 
** occafion may call them forth,’’ and where they are to be expreffed, 
To me it feems expedient, to take frequent public opportunities of 
imprefling our minds with a becoming fenfe of God, and the dif- 
penfations of his providence. 

¢ But you fubjoin, ‘* what has this to do with /ocial worfbip at 
church or chapel?” You do not abfolutely deny, that the fcrip- 
tures afford inflances of a few individuals colle@tively addrefling 
themfelves to the Deity, and you would allow this to be done 
“¢ when the oceafion may call” for it; but you would, in no cafe, 
have it performed “ in a crouded congregation +.” 

‘ Worhhip, Sir, is the duty of us all; and, if it is proper in a 
{mal', but public aflembly, it muft be fo in one which is large— 
provided regularity and decorum be obferved. A folemn exercife 
of religion, which equally concerns the whole human race, is widely 
different from fome of the common affairs of life, which are fit for 


the knowledge of a few; but which ought not to be expofed to the 
public eye. 





¢ @ Dr. Whitby’s comment. an the gth verfe of the 6th chapter of 
Matthew.’ 
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¢ Jefus Chrift reproved fome perfons in his time for oftentatious 
worthip ; but it was not for a refpectful performance of public de- 
yotion ; it was for hypocritical condact— they dove, faid he, to pray 
franding in the fynagogues, and in the corners of the fireets, that they 
may be feen by men*®. 

¢ Our Lord alfo condemned vain repetitions +, and blamed thofe, 
who for a pretence t made long prayers. Of thefe and other impro- 
prieties you loudly complain; and I affure you, Sir, that] am not 
an advocate for any thing burthenfome, or improper. But cer- 
tainly you do not mean to infinuate, that whatever is abufed ought 
to be deftroyed. Were you thus to enter into judgment, what could 
ftand before you? Let us be affiduous in rectifying that which is 
amifs; but in rejecting what is improper, let us beware, left we 
part with any thing eflential.— While we prune the tree, let us not 
injure the trunk; while we trim the lamp, let us not extinguifb the 
flame.’ 

On the practice of the apoftles, Mr. Wilfon appeals to their 
prayer, Acts, i. 24, 25. as an example of united prayer; and 
from Ads, i. 13, 14. he infers, that their worfhip on this oc- 
cafion was focial ; that it included petition; and that they per- 
fevered in it for fome time. 

In conclufion, Mr. Wilfon makes a very important diftinc- 
tion between the means of religion and the end; and he re- 
marks, that, with refpect to the former, we are left at perfect 
liberty to choofe for ourfelves : 

‘ Nothing could make that right, which is wrong in its nature ; 
and nothing could make that finful, which is beneficial in its tend- 
ency. If public and focial worfhip be ufeful to fociety, it mutt be 
the command of heaven, and no pofitive injunction could warrant 


us to deftroy it. 

‘ The Sabbath returning at ftated intervals, gives a joyous op- 
portunity of reft to him who is weary: it contributes to his health, 
as it leads him to cleanlinefs and change of raiment: it promotes 
virtue, as it encourages contemplation: it gives him an opportunity 
of going to the houie of God, where he may reap many advantages 
from public devotion.’ 

Whether, after this encounter, the bold agereffor ‘* will 
retire with fhame from the field of conteft, and refign the 
victory,” we cannot fay: but we think every impartial reader 
will acknowlege, that Mr. Wilfon has proved himfelf an 
able champion in the caufe which he has undertaken to dee 


fend. E. 
‘ * Matth. vi. 5. ¢ Matth, vi. 7. ¢ Matth. xxiii. 14.’ 
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Art. VII. 4 New Literal Verfion of the Book of Pfalms; with 
a Preface and Notes: By the Rev. Stephen Street, M. A. of 
Queen’s College, Oxford, Rector of Teyford in Suffex. 8vo. 
2 Vols. pp. about 369 in each. 12s. Boards. White. 1790. 


TH book of Pfalms is a valuable collection of devotional 
poetry; it is of acknowleged antiquity; it has intrinfic 
worth ; and it tends, in different refpects, to the moft benefi- 
cial purpofes: nothing equal to it, nothing that may be brought 
into competition, is to be found in any writings which bear 
fo remote a date; unlefs we except fome compofitions of a 
fimilar kind, to be found in thofe Hebrew records, of which 
this book conftitutes fo confiderable a part. It is wonderful 
that the Pfalms, together with the other Jewifh {criptures, 
have reached our time in a manner fo complete, or at Jeaft 
with no greater defects and imperfections. Miftakes, no doubt, 
there are in the moft ancient copies and MSS. and errors in 
the beft verfions: yet it muft give fatisfaction to the Eng- 
lifh reader, to know, that whatever faults are in the verfion, 
it is fufficiently faithful for the guidance of his practice, and 
for the improvement of his mind. It is a laudable attempt, in 
fuch who are qualified for the tafk, to elucidate what is ob- 
fcure, to amend what is miftaken, and to improve what is de- 
feGlive. Such is the defign of the prefent author, refpeding 
the book of Pfalms. 

In his preface, Mr. Street recapitulates a number of rules 
and principles concerning the or:zinal Hebrew text, which jt 
is requifite for all perfons to regard, who make it their ftudy ; 
they are chiefly fuch as have been fuggetted by Dr. Kennicott 
and Dr, Lowth, whom he mentions with the higheft refpe& ; 
and at the fame time pertinently quotes the words of the younger 
Buxtorf*,—** Non decet equidem priorum veftigia contemnere :? 
but, at the fame time, ** permiffum et nobis eff et invenire ali- 
quid, et mutare, et relinquere. Qui ante nos feripferunt non do- 
mini, fed duces nofirt fuerunt: crefcunt hee indies, et inventuris 
invenia non obftant ; multum fubinde etiam futuris relinguitur.” 

This is a jult fentiment, and may be applied in other in- 
ftances, as properly as in that immediately before us: fince 
nothing can be more preventive of improvement, nor more ini- 
mical to the comfort and intereft of men, than a fervile ate 
tachment to rules, names, and forms. We are greatly in- 
debied to thefe who have preceded us in ufeful inquiries and 
labours: Jet us make the moft of the advantages which they 
have furnifhed; buc let them not reftrain our own exer- 





® Preface to Hebrew Concordance, page 8. col. z. line 47. 
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tions, while they may be conducted with prudence and attention, 
and not with precipitance and felf-conceit, which will ever be 
roductive of mifchief. a 

Mr. Street gives a farther account of his prefent publication, 
in thefe terms: 

‘ The whole that is aimed at in the prefent performance, is to 
give a clofely literal tranflation ; and by endeavouring to reftore 
the original form of thele compofitions, to exhibit them in their 
ancient refemblance. Of the ancient verfions, I have been able to 
confult only the Septuagint and the Vulgate, in the way IL could 
have withed ; my very flender knowlege of the Arabic and Chal- 
dee, and my utter ignorance of the Syriac language, obliging me 
to be content in general with the Latin traoflation of the Arabic 
end Syriac verfions, and of the Targum, which is given in the 
London Polyglott. ‘The emendations of the text that are propofed 
are humbly fubmitted to the judgment of the learned ; I thall not 
be furprized if many of thofe, that are founded on conjecture only, 
fhould be thoughe inadmiflible: a young man living in the country, 
and not having much opportunity of advice or afliitance from per- 
fons of greater years, learning, and experience, may be expected to 
fal] into fome miftakes in fuch an attempt.’ 

This is fenfible and modeft: that it will be admitted as a 
complete apology in the inftance before us, we will] not affert. 
Leaving, however, fuch a reflection, we cannot but approve 
his employing himfeif in a manner fo {uitable to his profef- 
fion; and we can perceive that he has applied with ftudious 
care to the work which he undertook. 

in fuch a purfuit, in order to fucceed, not only an ac- 
quaintance with the original Janguage is neceflary, and alfo 
with the rules and limitations prefcribed by the learned for fuch 
an invettigation, but there is farther requifite a ready and well-~ 
formed judgment, which fhall rightly apply thefe dire€tions, 
without trefpaffing on that liberty of excurfion which Eaftern 
Janguages fometimes afford to the bold or inattentive adven- 
turer.——A tranflation may certainly differ from the common 
verfion, and be ill founded, though it fhould be plaufible: 
ail alterations are far from being improvements; to make 
them without neceflity, or without good reafons, is rather of 
difiervice than of ufe :—yet it is not wholly uncemmon, even 
for men of fenfe and ability, to fail in fome fuch refpedts ; if 
any inftances of this nature fhould pretent themfelves in the 
volumes before us, it will be no matter of furprize. The great 
end propofed by thefe inquiries, is the attainment of truth ;—to 
an upright and faithful mind, this is the governing principle, to 
which every other confideration bends ; and this, we are per- 
fuaded, is the intention of the prefent work ; although, at the 
fame time, every correGtion propofed will not ftand the teft, 
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nor appear of confequence ;—as for inftance, whether we 
read Pf. v. 4. In the morning I will prepare myfelf and will 
look unto thee; or, aS it is in our common verfion, Jn the morn- 
ing I will direé? my prayer unto thee and will look up, is not of 
great moment ; poflibly the latter may come nearer the Pfalm- 
ift’s intention;—or, whether Pf. xi. 5. fhould be read, as 
this author does, With our tongue we will be ftrong, our lips fhall 
be for us, or as it is in the KEnglith Bible, ith our tonzues we 
will prevail, our lips are our own:—the firlt of thele phrafes is 
furely equal, in our view preferable, to that offered above ; as 
to the latter, whether he improves it or not, we cannot fo rea- 
dily determine; the Latin, nobi/cum, feems to anfwer to the 
original word, our fips are, or fhall be, with us, which our 
tranflators appear to have thought equivalent to the words our 
ewn; and indeed this accords very well with the other expref- 
fions, and may probably be right ;—either way, the meaning 
is nearly the fame. 

Pf. xxix. 1. which in our verfion is, Give unto the Lord, 
O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and ftrength, Mr. Street 
renders, Afcribe unto Jehovah, ye fons of the mighty; afcribe 
unto Jehovah glory and might; it is queftionable with us 
whether, Give unto, &c. is not the moft plain, fimple, and 
fuitable expreffion ;—Ye fons of the mighty, (or rather, we 
fhould think, fons of might,) which is the marginal reading, 
may found more poetically, though it may add little or nothing 
to the idea. 

Pf. xxxi. 16. Ady times are in thy hand; fo the phrafe ap- 
pears in the Englith tranflation ; it is here rendered, The fea- 

ns are in thine hand ;—poflibly the reader, on confulting his 
Bible, may think the words which he there finds, agree beft 
with the ftate of the Pfalmift’s mind, and with other parts of 
his language: the Hebrew word, no doubt, often fignifies the 
feafenable time, the proper opportunity ; it alfo means time in ge- 
neral, or the events of time. Soe critics have thought that 
the word here might be beft exprefled by mala mea, afflicti- 
ones mee: the LXX appear to have allotted to it a proper 
fenfe, when they faid, fortes mez, my lots, my different circum- 


Alances. \t has been queftioned whether, by fome overfight, 


warpor ws may not have been written inftead of xaieds ux: in 
each way, the defign of the paflage is not obfcure: but to fay, 
the feafons, is rather ambiguous, as the reader is led to think 
of the four changes of the year. 

Pf. xxxiii. 20. Our foul gapeth with expectation for Jehoe 
vah—may come nearer to the energy of the original than, 
Our foul waiteth: but the phrafeology is unpleafant: as the 
verb 1s fuppofed to be in Péhel, it may intend, ecarne/ffly expea- 
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eth, or panteth with expectation; or may it not fignify, a con- 
tinued, perfevering, determined, truft in, or waiting for, Je- 
hovah | } 

Pf. xxxiv. 7. Even now the affiitted cried :—in the com- 
mon Englifh Bible—Zhis poor man cried, and it 1s, at leaft, 
doubtful, whether there be a necellary or fufficient reafon for 
the exchange, even allowing, on the authority of Noldius, 


me 


that the particle or pronoun here ufed is once rendered nunc, 
Gen. xxxi. 4I. 

We are inclined farther to afk, why is enrage not thyfelf, 
Pf. xxvii. 1, &c. preferable to, fret not thyfelf? or why, Pi. 
xxxvi. Q. they are anointed with the oil of thine houfe, is fuperior 
to, they fhall be fatisfied with the fatnefs (delicie) of thine houfe ? 
which latter, indeed, feems to us rather more confonant to the 
original. 

The 20th verfe of the 37th Pfalm is expreffed in this man- 
ner,—And the enemies of Fehsvah, while fhining, come to nought, 
while raifed on high, like fmoke, they come to nought.— This is in- 

enious ; feveral copies, and one MS. are faid to afford fome 
afiftance favourable to the alteration.—Dr. Durell, before this 
author, was rather perplexed with the firft of thefe hemittics ; 
and by inferting a Daleth inftead of a Refh in the word tranf- 
jated fat, reads, And the enemies of the Lord fall be as the burn- 
ing of lambs; which is not, in our view, quite fatisfactory.— 
‘The verfion of this place, in our common Bibles, was not 
made without judgment or propriety ; when the phrafe, fat of 
lambs, or pretiofum agnorum, was employed, it appears to have 
been confidered, that the words, fat and fatne/s, are not un- 
frequently chofen to fignify what is valuable or delicious ; 
therefore they gave preciou/ne/s in the margin, and fat in the 
text ; and indeed this accords very well with the idea of fpeedily 
confuming. 

It is well known that Hebrew particles admit a variety of 
fenfes ; a judicious regard to which fact is often of fervice. 
Our author is not negligent of it, and applies it occafionally to 
advantage: yet we may be allowed to afk, whether in fome 
fuch inftances as the following, the alteration made does not in 
a degree weaken the fentiment? Pi. xiii. 6. J will fing unto 
Jehovah, when he has been kind to me: xxxi. 8. I will exult 
and rejoice in thy mercy, when theu haft bebeld my affliction :— 
vie 13, 14. 1 will offer pratfe unto thee, when thou haft faved 
my foul from death: io, \ix. 18. xxi. 24, &c. Is there not 
too great a felfifhnefs in this? or does it perfectly compert with 
that pious fubmiffion to and confidence in the Divine Being, 
for which thefe devotional compofitions are remarkable, and 
which conftitute one part of their moral inftruétion and benefit ? 
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Every reader of Hebrew perceives, that the language wants 
what is commonly termed the optative, potential, or fubjunc- 
tive mode: the liberty of fupplying this defect may be ufed to 
advantage, or may alfo, as good rules will, when mifapplied, 
prove hurtful : perhaps, in a few places, this is the cafe in the 
work before us ;—as for inftance, Pf. xxvii. 5. For he could 
conceal me in his pavilion in the day of evil; He could hide me 
under the covering of hrs tabernacle ; He cod jet me on a reck, 
&c.—XXIX. 5. et feq. Yea ‘Fehovah can break the cedars of ke 
banon ; And can make Lebanon bound like a hind calf , sme he 
voice of Fehovah can fhake the wilderne/s; Fehovah can fhake the 
wilderne/s of Cades; the voice of ‘fehovah can fhake the oaks ; 
And can firip the forefts.—Now allowing, according to this 
writer’s juft obfervation, that the future tenfe may poflibly 
fometimes have the force, or fupply the place, of the fub- 
junctive or potential mode, we can yet hardly agree that 
the obfervation is applicable in thefe inftances. —Who ens 
tertains a doubt that Omnipotence can effect what is infinitely 
furerior to breaking the cedars of Lebanon ?—Does not the al- 
teration, therefore, enfeeble rather than improve the fentiment 
conveyed by the Pfalmift ?—The compofition, and beautiful it 
is, was probably occafioned by fome convullions of nature to 
which he had been witnefs: if the defcription, which he gives, 
be exprefied in the prefent form, it feems to Jofe nothing of 
its life and fpirit.—Befide, the Hebrews were not deftitute of 
a proper method for fignifying what is termed potential; as 
may appear from Exod. xxxiii. 20. alfo Pf. Ixxviti. 19, 20. 
not to inquire now for other inftances. 

We will here add fome farther paflages, which, while they 
difcover the attention and ingenuity of 9 Street, are yet, to 
fay the leaft, of a doubtful kind: Pf. i. 6. ata Feho- 
vah regardeth the way cf the righteous, ree the way of the un- 
godly may come to nought. ii. 6. But as for me, I am anointed 
King over Lion, his holy mountain. iv. §. Tremble, and com- 
mit not the fin that ts in your heart; On your couch be fill. 
xi. §. Jehovah examincth the righteous and the wicked; But he 
hateth the man wha loveth violence. xiv. 6,7. They made a mock 
of the counfel of the afflié Jed, becaufe Jehovah was his refuge, who 
giveth from Zion falvaticn unto Ifrael, Becaufe Jehovah turneth 
the captivity - be people, Jacob exulteth, Urael rejotceth, xv. 4. 
That fweareth unto a friend, oer th not deceive him ;—and, not 
to me the Jiit, é 9 13, 14. Let thy fword deliver me from 
the ungodly, Thine band, O pv alors from mortals. To us it 
appears, that thefe two laft hemiftics here lofe much of the 
fpirit infufed by our common tranflation, which is not unfup- 
ported by the conftruction of the original.—The fourth verfe 
of this Pfalm has fometimes been thought rather difficult: Mr. 
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Street unites a part of it with the former verfe, and the re- 
mainder with the fifth, in this manner:—Thou haf? tried me, 
thou didft find no ill device in me, nor doth my mouth tranfgrefs 
in the works of mankind. According to the word of thy lips L keep 
vom the paths of ruin, direéting my treading in thy ways, &c. 
— Whether this be right or not, concerning which we muft hefi- 
tate, it is very clear that a part of the fourteenth verfe has but 
an unpleafant found, however near it may be to truth :—Scat- 
ter the mortals of this age: Their belly is full of fwine’s fich and 
mice ;—that is, we conclude, of unclean and prohibited ani- 
mals, their indulgence in which was one proof of a difobedient 
fpirit. “The author employs fome labour in fupport of his con= 
jefture.— Miftaken or not in this, he is probably right in the 
turn which he has happily given to the next claufe,——TZheir fons 
are fatiated, and they leave the remnant to their little ones.—Du- 
rell had before furnifhed a fimilar idea, underftanding, farther, 
by their little ones, (which is, without doubt, the real mean- 
ing,) children’s children, or grand-children. 

It is not difficult to point out inftances in which the verfion 
of the Pfalms is improved by this writer: of this kind we con- 
fider, Pf. i. 2. Whofe foliage never faileth, And it bringeth all 
its produce to maturity ;—perhaps alfo, vii. 5. Lf I have return- 
ed retributions of evil, When I was fet free from thofe who were 
mine enemies without caufe. ‘The latter part of the eighth verfe 
of this Pfalm offers a difficulty not eafy to remove: the com- 
mon tranflation is by no means fatisfactory ; For their fakes 
therefore return thou on high: the old verfion feems rather bet- 
ter than this; For their fakes therefore lift up thyfelf again. Mr. 
Street’s emendation we think preferable both to this and to 
Dr. Durell’s: he unites the latter part of ver. 8. with the be- 
ginning of ver. g- and reads, Then fhall the affembly of the 
people furround thee, And for this caufe, Jehovah, who judgeth 
the nations, fhall be highly celebrated:—but for the laft word 
(celebrated) he has no better authority than conjecture ; yet it 
is properly offered to ftudious coafideration, by which means 
the alteration may be farther amended, or more firmly efta- 
blifhed.—His omiffion of the copulative, and employing the 
Vocative cafe in the Jatter part of ver. 10. and reading, O 
fearcher of the heart and reins, inttead of, God trieth the heart 
and reins, we much approve: but whether feparating the word 
righteous from this claufe, and adding it to the following, is not 
too bold an adventure, we will not readily determine. Ver. 11. 
he exhibits in this manner; The righteous God is my foield; The 
High God, who faveth the juft of heart.—-Ver. 15, 16, are in 
our view judicioufly corrected, Behold him that is in labour with 
iniquity, Conceiveth oppreffion, and bringeth forth falfebood; He 
halloweth out a pit, and diggeth it deep, But be falleth into the 
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deftruétion he contrived: —the word ditch, or dell, we fhould 
conceive to be more ‘fuitable to the Pfalmift’s expreffion and 
idea, than the word defruction.—Whether vili. 5. be juftly 
corrected, we cannot aflert,—What is mortal man, that thou 
Shouldft call bim to mind, And a fin of Adam that thou fhouldft 
place him in authority, &c.—lIt is the laft hemiftic of which 
we have any doubt; the change in the firft is immaterial ; the 
Hebrew verb, which occurs in the fecond, bears numerous 
fenfes ; and, in a few inftances, is rendered in fome agreement 
with the idea which the author here aligns: but it is rather 
wonderful that he fhould advance nothing in fupport of the al- 
teration. 

Mr. Street is folicitous to reftore the divifion into parts, in 
thofe odes which were intended to be fung in the refponfive 
manner; which, he imagines, might remove fome obfcurities. 
He confiders the gth as one of thefe Pfalms, and explains the 
title favourably to fuch a conclufion: different conjectures 
have been made concerning it; that which fuppofes it to mean 
hothing more than a mufical inftrument, may perhaps be the 
beft. As to fome of thefe facred odes, which he attempts to 
divide, he may poflibly be right; there are thofe which bear 
the appearance of fuch a defign, and are well adapted to pub- 
lic occafions: others are more evidently private meditations, 
foliloquies, and prayers, to which the refponfive form does not 
fo well accord ; as for inftance, the third Pfalm and the twen- 
ty-third, the fimplicity and beauty of which feem rather weak- 
ened than improved by fuch a divifion; and the fame may per- 
haps be faid of the twenty-fifth: it much better agrees with the 
ftruéture and fentiments of the ninth Pfalm, which, as the title is 
here explained, was to be performed by virgins and a youth. In 
this Pfalm are fome yood corrections, as likewife in that which 
immediately follows ; part of the beginning of which is thus 
rendered : 

‘ 2. With pride the ungodly perfecuteth the affliGed, 
He catcheth him by the fraud he bath devised: 
© 3. For the ungodly is mad for the defire of his foul, 
And woundeth the weak, def/pifng Jehovah. 
© 4. The ungodly, in the pride of his wrath, never feeketh after 
God; 
© 5. All bis devices are profane, his ways are fo at all times, 
Becaufe thy judgments ave high above him, he de/pifeth all 
bis enemies. 
© 6. He faith in his heart, I foall not be moved; 
Through generation and generation I jhall go on without cas 
lamity.’ 

Some of the alterations in the above paflages feem for the 
better: we are doubttul concerning the words, cvounding the 
weak; we have at times thought that the Hebrew words here 
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onify, making gain, he bleffeth, i.e. blefleth himfe/f, agree- 
sty : what is fad of a ‘ifthe and hardened offender, Deut. 
xxix. 19. blefs himfelf in his heart: but this we merely and ca- 
fually mention: —ZJn the pride of hrs wrath, does not feem quite 
agreeable and fatisfactory.—In the roth verfe of this Pfalm, 
tr, Street, and Dr. Durell before him, we think, lofe the 
idea of a crafty, watchful, crouching, beaft of prey, which is 
in fome meature preferved in our Englifh Bible, and intended 
by the original. ‘The conclufion of the verfe, in the common 
verfion, is certainly bad ;—shat the poor may fall by his ftrong 
ones: we fhould fuppofe the defign of the words to be, that, 
after duréing and crouching for fome time, he fuddenly fprings 
forth and falis on the prey, with 47s bones, his full wezg/t, or 
ftrength. 
Before we leave this Pfalm, we may juft obferve, that this 
author takes no particular notice of the word ({39M, that 
firange word, as Ir. Durell calls it: poflibly it may be worthy 


‘of fome confideration, whether, by an eafy miftake, the firft 


letter Hheth has not been inferted inttead of Hz, and thus the 
word, now rendered poor, is a derivative from the verb 777, 
be walketh : if this might be admitted, does it not afford a pro- 
bable fenfe, a traveller, a wanderer, a vagrant, entrapped and 
feized by fuch as lie in wait? We propote this cautioufly to 
thofe who have greater leifure, and more critical fkill. 

Pf, xxvii. 13. Mr. Street omits the words which our 
tranflators (not improperly) have fupplied ; inftead of faying, 
I had fainted, unlefs, he connects the verfe with the foregoing 
in this manner : 

‘12. Though falfe witneffes refe up againf? me, and fpake viclently, 

‘13. J believed that 1 foould fee the goodne/s of Jehovah in the 

land of the living.’ 

The latter part of the thirty-fecond Pfalm, perhaps, receives 
fome improvement : 

‘ 9. Be not as an horfe, asamule, 

That has not been taught by binding his jaws with the bit and 
bridle ; 

‘ 10. Leff the great plagues that are for the ungodly 'fbouid attack thee, 

While mercy ever encompaffeth him that trufieth in Jehovah.’ 

Pf. xxxvii. 37. is thus tranflated: Keep to integrity, and 
obferve that which is right, For the confequence is peace to every 
man.— This brings the paflage nearer to the old verfion: it is 
a fatisfaction that the real import of each is much the fame. 

Pf. xli. 1. or 2. as it ftands in thefe volumes, and in the 
Hebrew, receives a meaning quite different {rom what has 
been generally acknowleged ;—O the happinefs of him who is 
wife! He is never exhaufted; In the day of calamity, Jehovah 
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delivereth him, &c. In fupport of this unufual verfion, it is 
urged that the Hebrew word in the firft claufe, and which he 
renders to be wife, is never ufed, as far as appears from the 
concordance, in the fenfe of attending to; and that it fignifies 
one who is wife enough to be religious and virtuous : to which 
it may be added, that this meaning receives fome fupport from 
the farther part of the Pfalm.—Aitention to the poor, fick, or 
diftrefled, is often, though not always, one mark of a mind 
really virtuous; and when it arifes from juft and good prin- 
ciples, is no doubt accompanied with a d/e//ing.—Whether 
Mr. Street be here right or not, in his explication of the word, 
we may propofe to his farther notice, Pf. Ixiv. g. (which, in- 
deed, he renders, Let them learn inftruétion,) Job xxxiv. 27. 
Prov. xvi. 20. Prov. xxi. 12. 

Poffibly, Pf. xlvii. 10. Surely to God our fhield ‘belougeth the 
earth, may be fuperior to the authorized reading ; the render- 
ing of xlix. 6. is, however, evidently more intelligible and 
proper,— Wherefore fhould I fear in the days of calamity, when 
the wickedne/s of the fraudulent furroundeth me, Of thofe, wha 
confide in their firength, &c. Dr. Durell had before fuggeited 
fomewhat of a fimilar idea,—the iniquity of thofe that fupplant 
me, &c. ‘Ihe full force of the Hebrew word 9339 does not 
feem to be fixed; it is confidered by our old tranflators, as 
fometimes fignifying to deal bountifully, and thus it is read two 
or three times in the Plalms; inftead of which, this author in- 
ferts, to be £:nd or favourable; he fuppofes, with Durell, that 
this is the word which ought to appear in the original, Pfalm 
Ivii. 3. inftead of that which anfwers to performeth in our coms 
mon verfion: but he reads here, is find to me; whereas Dr. 
Durell retains the phrafe, and no doubt had reafon for doing 
it, dealeth bountifully with me. The idea, ver. g. is ftriking 
and pleafing,— Awake, lute and harp ; I will awaken the morn- 
ing; whether ftrictly juft or not, we cannot determine ; our 
author illuftrates it by a line in Milton’s Allegro,—Chearly 
roufe the flumb’ring morn; and farther by a triplet of an obfcure 
poet, John Habington,—The nymphes with quivers fhall adornes 
Their adtive fides, and roufe the morne, With the fhrill mujfie of 
their horne. 

As Mr, Street gives fome particular attention to the 
titles of the Pfalms, we obferve he explains that of the 6gth, 
Written down by David, that it might not be loff, when Saul 
fent, &c.—Pf. ixxvii. 3. is here more acceptably, and we 
would hope more juftly expreffed, than in the received verfion, 
—Mine eye in the night floweth with tears and ceafeth not. Ita 
fupport of this reading, we are referred to a patlage in the 
Targum quoted by Dr. Secker, and to Lament. iii. 49.— 
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There is difficultv in the text. Dr. Durell, by the help of 


the Syriac, propoles—Hfs hand ftrikes me in the night; or, by 
afixing the pronoun Vau, His hand exhaufleth me.— Among the 
various fenfes of the word, (tranflated in our Bibles my /ore,) 
as enumerated in Taylor’s ufeful Concordance, one is, fircke 
of the hand; the ftroke of God's hand, a fore, painful affiiction . 
for which, befide the verfe now before us, we are there direct- 
ed to Job, xxiii. 2. xxvii. 11. Pf. xxxix. 10. 

Mr. Street befows confiderable attention on the 68th Pfalm; 
a noble compofition, but acknowleged to have feveral difficul- 
ties. We cannot accompany him in his progrefs, and there- 
fore only obferve, that he reads ver. ro. thus : Thou doft 
fprinile a rain of kinduefs, O Ged, on thine heritage, when it 
ainteth, &c.—and ver. 14. he renders in this manner: Siace 
there lay at the entrance of the tents a dove, covered with filver, 
and her feathers with fine gold.—He imagines this dove to have 
been one of the enemy’s idols. —Notwithftanding the argu- 
ments which are employed to defend this very ingenious expli- 
cation of the pafiaze, we cannot, at prefent, confider it as fa- 
tisfactory ; nor can we be certain that Dr. Dureli’s is more 
probable; from a comparifon of each, with other affiftance, 
fomewhat more conclulfive may be deduced: the common ver- 
fion appears to be wholly unfupported and defeétive. 

Pfalm cx. 3. is thus tranflated,—Unto thee fhall belong the do- 
minion in the day of thy power, With holy honours from the womb, 
Thy birth fall be comparable to the dewy dawn.—We cannot en- 
ter into the reafons by which the change here made is jutti- 
fied ; yet we may obferve, that, to illuftrate the phrafe, holy 
honours, we are referred to Matth. ii. 11. and concerning the 
dewy dawn, it is obferved, * The Meffiah is called the Sun of 
righteoufnef/s, Malac. iv. 2. and Luke, i. 78. Zacharias calls 
his coming the day-/pring from on high.’ —By exchanging the 
letter Hheth tor He, with the alteration of another word, ver. 7. 
isherercad, He fhall appoint thee a leader of many in the way, &c. 
We remark with pleafure, that Mr. Street, though he regards 
fome of the Pfalms as prophetical, does not run into thofe 
myftical interpretations, which often betray ignorance, at the 
fame time that they tend to overturn reafon and common fenfe. 

Pfal. cxii. 5.—Lhat reftraineth his words with judgment.— 
This rendering, (not new,) if it be juft, muft be admitted, al- 
though it deprives us of fome ufetul and important inftruc- 
tion, when we are told of the truly charitable and good man, 
that be will guide his affairs with difcretion ; iignifying that it is 
fuch a dilcreet and wife attention that enables him to perform 
many acts of kindnefs and fervice ; whereas the fpendthrift, 
the prodigal, and the oftentatious, man, if he fhould thought- 
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lefsly atchieve what might be called generous, is at the fame 
time, and perhaps in that very inftance, unjuft.— We fee no 
good reafon, in this inftance, for departing from the common 
tranflation, which is very appofite to other parts of the Pfalm. 

The laft paflage which we fhail notice is, Pf. cxxvil. 2. 
which has proved a puzzling fentence to commentators :— 
Here we read it thus,—/t is vain for you early rifers, To rife 

rom refl, eating the bread of care, when he giveth to his beloved 
diuble.-—\t is obferved that the word fuppoled to fignify flcep 
in this place, does not bear that fenfe in any other part of 
Scripture; and it is remarkable to have it added, that this inter- 
pretation is affigned by a// the ancient verfions. Mr, Street’s 
parapbrafe is, * It is vain for you, ye careful, toiling men, to 
take all the pains you do, for Jehovah can give to his beloved 
one double of what you gain by your fatigue, anxiety, and la- 
bour.’—All the purpofe feems to be anfwered, if we fay that 
he does, or can, impart /leep, that is, reft, content, and fatif- 
faction, to his fervants, without this exceflive difquietude. 

It would be eafy to add many other remarks: from the view 
which we have exhibited, the reader will be enabled to form 
fome judgment of this verfion; and will probably think, 
with us, that, in feveral inftances, it is an improvement on 
thofe which have preceded it; that in fome the alterations are 
doubtful ; and that in many others they are unneceflary, if not 
miftaken; yet, that a// are worthy of attention, and may open 
the way to farther amendments.—We confider the work as a 
ufeful addition to this branch of learning. ‘The author may 
perhaps be too ready in advancing conjeclures, but he always 
gives notice when he does it, and never dogmatically afirms. 

During the perufal of this performance, we have occafion- 
ally been inclined to wifh that, after the Jabour which Mr. 
Street has beftowed in compiling and compoling, he had kept it 
back a while longer from the view of the public, which would 
no doubt have contributed to render it yet more complete; 
and this, we are perfuaded, will be the cafe, fhould it reach an- 
other edition. Hi...s. 





Art. VIII. The Marches of the Britifo Armies in the Peninfula of 


India, during the Campaigns of 1790 and 1791, illuftrated and 
explained by Reference to a Mip, compiled frem authentic Do- 
cuments, tranfmitted by Earl Cornwallis from India. By Major 
Reonell. 8vo. pp. 113. With Plans of Battles, and a large 
feparate Map. 7s. 6d. Nicol. 1792. 
ARL CoRNWALLIs fent home two maps, on fcales of nine 
inches to a degree ; one of them contained General Mea- 
dows’s campaign in 1790, the other his Lordfbip’s own cam- 
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in the Peninfula of India, in 1790 and 1791 sr 


paign in 1791. Taken together, thefe maps comprehend near 
three degrees of latitude, and from two to three degrees of lon- 

itude, extending over a tract of country, with the geography 
of which we have, hitherto, been very imperfeétiy acquainted. 
In the map illuftrating the work now before us, Major Rennell — 
has incorporated the documents that were fent home by Lord 
Cornwallis, reducing, the fcale to two-thirds of the original ; 
and thereby including, in one large fheet, the whole breadth of 
the peninfula, In this reduced map, every pofition, and every 
name, occurring in the original maps of the marches, is pre- 
ferved; and by inferting a competent number of the furround- 
ing pofitions, the reader is enabled to refer the movements of 
the co-operating armies to certain well known points in the 
geography, and likewife to obtain a clear idea of the operations 
of two diftin& campaigns, in different parts of the fame coun- 
try, pointing by various routes to the fame object. 

Befide tracing the marches in a map, Major Rennell has 
illuftrated his work with a plan of the battle of Seringapatam, 
and with three other plates containing views of the armies in 
the field, refpectively commanded by Gen. Meadows, Earl 
Cornwallis, and Gen. Abercrombie: but our journal not ad- 
mitting the infertion of plates, we muft confine our obferva- 
tions to that part of the fubject which is capable ofbeing ex- 
plained without their affiftance. 

Myfore, the proper country of Tippoo, is an elevated re- 
gion, towering above the reft of the peninfula of India, and 
thence called a table land; becaufe, though roughened by 
many lofty eminences, yet thefe, in a general point of view, are 
no more than inequalities on the furface of a vaft flat mountain. 
To enter the country fituated on this extenfive terrace, it is 
neceflary to afcend the Gauts; a word importing, in a limited 
fenfe, pafles through, or over, mountains, — but, in a more ex- 
tenfive fignification, denoting the mountains themfelves. The 
level of the table land, fupported by the Gauts, muft necefla- 
rily rife as it extends weftward, fince all the rivers run from 
that quarter. ‘The top of the weftern Gauts, fronting the Ma- 
labar coaft, muft therefore be confiderably higher than that of 
the eaftern. On the weftern fide, the defcent is fo abrupt that 
it merits the term of wall, better, perhaps, than any other 
range of mountains whatfoever. ‘This table land formed the 
theatre of Lord Cornwallis’s campaign in 17g1. He afcended 
it by the pafs of Muglee, about 80 miles almoft directly weft 
from Madras; which pafs is thus defcribed : 

* Several parts of it are fteep ; particularly the fecond and longeft 
afcent of 500 yards. ‘The road was new, and well made; and 


neither rugged nor Rony. The draft bullocks were not taken out 
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of the yokes; and with the affiitance of the troops, of the drag 
ropes, and the elephants pufhing from behind, the whole of the 
heavy guns were got up in a few hours. The pafs is altogether fix 
miles through.’ 

At the foot of the eaftern Gauts, lies the valley of Barramaul, 
which terminates in a point at the north, and reaches 40 miles 
in length, and almoft as much in breadth toward the fouthern 
boundary. This triangular fpace is divided only by the river 
Panaur, from the Darampoory valley; and the two diftricts 
together form a vaft hollow, feventy miles long, between the 
Carnatic and Myfore mountains, commanding the principal 
avenues between the two countries, and including a territory 
fertile and populous. The northern part, or proper Barra- 
maul, fignifies the twelve places; the valley having in it that 
number of forts fituated on rocky eminences. It is a moft im- 
portant {pot ; and in the event of a partition of Tippoo’s do- 
minions, the Major thinks that Barramaul, with the neigh- 
bouring diftriéts, ought to be placed in our hands. 

He hopes that we may fairly anticipate the fall of the ty- 
rant, who has, in fome very recent inftances, forfeited every 
claim to mercy ; and, by ftaining his hands with the blood of 
defencelefs prifoners, has called down the vengeance of our 
countrymen on his guilty head.—To what extent Tippoo’s 
views of conqueft might have reached, had he been allowed to 
purfue an uncontrouled career, is doubtful, fince thofe views 
would probably have expanded with his profperity. It is cer- 
tain, that he had ftrengthened his inland fortrefles; that he had 
extended his frontiers at the expence of the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam ; and that, in the preface to his Military Code, he fets 
forth, as the ftrongeft inducement toward attaining a perfec 
tion in difcipline, ** that the Europeans having ufurped from the 
faithful, certain large tracts of land, in various parts of India, 
they ought, from pious motives, to be difpoflefled of them.” 

From the account which Major Rennell gives of Tippoo, it 
appears that his fkill cannot be doubted in the moft difficult 
parts of the art of war, particularly in the arrangement of his 
marches, and in the choice of his pofitions. ‘The rapidity of 


his movements is incredible ; in two days, his army marched , 


above 60 miles; and from fo active and vigilant an enemy, the 
convoys of ftores and artillery, on the fafe arrival of which the 
fuccefs of our attempt on Seringapatam would depend, mutt 
doubtlefs have been expofed to confiderable danger. It is an 
unpleafant reflection, fays the Major, that a neceffity fhould 
have exifted for a progreflive increafe of our military force in 
India: but it is a necefiary confequence of our wars, to make 
better foldiers of thofe with whom we contend. * An army of 
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feven thoufand in the field eftablifhed our power ; twenty-feven 
theufand only fupport it :’ 

In the work throughout, Major R. makes the beft pane- 

sric of Earl Cornwallis, and the other Britifh commanders, 
by clearly explaining the difficulties of various kinds with which 
they had to ftrugele ; and the public are certainly much in- 
debted to this incomparable geographer, for putting it in their 
power to make themfelves acquainted with a fubject which has 
{o Jong agitated their hopes and fears. 

It may be proper to apprize our readers, that this work has 
been written without any intercourfe with Lord Cornwallis, to 
whom the author, as we are aflured, is unknown; and that the 
article, in his Lordfhip’s difpatches, wherein honourable men- 
tion is made of Major Rennell, was merely the refult of his per- 
fuafion that the Major was the perfon moft capable of making the 
beft ule of the geographical communications that were fent home. 





Art, 1X. Philofophical Tranfa&ions of the Royal Society of London. 
Vol. LXXXI, Part Il. for the Year 1791. 


{ Article concluded from our laft Volume, p.77.] 


AsTRONOMICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, and MATHEMATICAL 
Papers. 


On the Rate of Travelling, as performed by Camels, and its 
Application, as a Scale, to the Purpofes of Geography. By 
James Rennell, Z. F.R.S. 


M? JOR Rennell obferves that, in every diftant refearch, whe- 

ther directed to the purpofes of geography, or not, and 
whether fuccefsful or unfuccefsful with refpeét to the main ob- 
ject in view, the very act of inquiry muft furnifh the geogra- 
pher with materials ; and hence he infers that, among all the 
difcoveries and improvements, toward which the views of the 
very laudable Afficiation for promoting Difcoveries in the interior 
Paris of Africa are dirested, it may be expected that the geo- 
graphy of that continent will make the quickeft progrefs. If, 
indeed, due care be taken to furnifh thofe who are employed 
in the inquiry, with fuch means for making obfervations as are 
beft adapted to their fituations, and with fuch inftructions as 
will enable them to apply thofe means without much trouble to 
themielves, it is fufficiently obvious that this muft be the cafe : 
but without any means at all, except thofe which the traveller 
muft neceflarily ufe to convey himfelf from place to place, and 
the account of the days taken up in doing it, acquifitions of 
confiderable importance muft accrue to geography ; and Mr. 
Kennell has endeavoured, in the paper before us, to point out 
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how this may beft be done by fuch modes of travelling as are 
moft likely to be ufed in the country where thofe inquiries are to 
be made, 

The mode of travelling, moft common in Africa, is by means 
of camels; and Mr. R. fays that ‘ the rate of the camel’s 
movement appears to him to be, beyond all others, the leaft 
variable, whether we examine it by portions of days or of hours.’ 
This circumftance occurred to him, on examining (though for 
a different purpofe,) the journals of feveral gentlemen who had 
croffed the deferts between Aleppo, Bagdad, and Buflorah, by 
this kind of conveyance. Mr. Rennell examined five journals, 
viz, that of Mr. Carmichael, who went by a caravan where 
there were 1000 camels, 600 of which were loaded, and the 
reft light; that is, they carried only a man, or fome burthen of 
fimilar weight ; whereas the ordinary load of a camel is five or 
fix hundred pounds weight. Secondly, one kept by Colonel 
Capper, who pafled the fame cefert in 1778, with a caravan 
where there were from 80 to 100 camels lightly loaded. 
Thirdly, Mr. Hunter’s journal of his pafluge through this de- 
fertin 1767. ‘Thefe three gentlemen all crofled the great Ara- 
bian defert ; and the time taken up by them in going from 
Aleppo to Bullorah was 322 hours, 210 hours, and 2993 hours, 
refpectively. 

Mr. Rennell remarks that the principal part of this difagree- 
ment, {mall as it is on fuch a great length of time, arofe chiefly 
in af{mall part of that time ; namely, in the journey from Aleppo 
to Hagla, at the beginning, owing to the travellers joining the 
caravans at different diftances from Aleppo, and before which, 
they had travelled by a quicker conveyance than camels afford; 
and in a {mall part of it at the latter end; namely, between 
Rackamah and Buflorah; where, on one account or another, 
thefe gentlemen proceeded by different routs: for, he fhews 
that the hours taken up by the three travellers in going from 
Hagla to Rackamah were 193}, 194, and 187! reipect- 
ively. 

The other two journals, which Mr, Rennell compared, were 
thofe of Mr. Holford, in 1780, and of Mr. Irwin, in 1784; 
thefe two gentlemen went by the way of the little defert, as it is 
generally called, and through the city of Bagdad. After com- 
paring, in various ways, the data which thefe journals afford, 
Mr. Rennell concludes that the hourly rate at which a camel 
travels, as deduced from Mr. Carmichael’s journey, is 2.475 
Britith miles ; from Colonel Capper’s, 2.51; from Mr. Hun- 
ter’s, 2.585; from Mr. Irwin’s, 2.48; and from Mr. Hol- 
ford’s, 2.5; and that the mean of the five experiments gives 


2-51 Britith miles for the rate at which camels travel in an 


hour; 
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hour; which may therefore be taken at 2; miles, Britifh 


meafure. 
Mr. Rennell farther remarks that it does not appear from 


the‘e journals, that the load of a camel has any tifluence on 
it’s fpeed, when it is fuffered to go at it’s own rate, as it always 
is, in caravans: the only way in which the load affects the 
camel’s travelling is, that the animal wil! not travel for fo long 
at a time when fully laden, as it will when light. 

As it is poffible, however, that all the perfons, who may be 
fent into the interior part of Africa, may not be provided with 
watches, particularly the natives, Mr. Rennell, by comparing 
the number of days in which each of the five journeys, as well 
as one made by Teixera, acrofs the Chaldean delert, were 
performed, with the whole number of hours which elapfed 
during their journeys, has deduced the following circumftances ; 
viz. that the heavily loaded caravans, which were accompanied 
by Mr. Carmichael, Mr. Holford, and Teixera, travelled, on 
a medium, in each day, for 7h. 10’, 7h. 40°, and 7h. 30, 
sefpetively ; and that the Jight caravans of Mr. Irwin, Mr. 
Capper, and Mr. Hunter, travelled, in each day, on a me- 
dium, for gh. 12’, Sh. 38, and 8h. 45, refpectively: the 
mean of the three former is 7h. 27’, and of the latter 8h. 52°: 
confequently, reckoning the rate of travelling of camels, in 
caravans, to be 2} miles in an hour, the diftance, travelled by 
the heavy caravans, in a mean day, will be 18.625 Britith 
miles; and by the light caravans 22'; fo that, hence, any 
traveller who is in polleffion of a pocket compafs, to point 
out the dire@ion in which he travels, and can tell what that 
was, and the number of days employed by the caravan in going 
irom one place to another, may contribute, very confiderably, 


to the improvement offdmebaitern geography. 
On Infinite Series. By Edward Waring, A.D. F.R.S, &c. 


This paper, 2s we have already obferved of fome other late 
communications of Profeflor Waring, feems to be written, 
more with a view to inform us what he has done in other places, 
than to exhibit any new difceveries in the fubjects which he 
difcufles at prefent. He has, however, in fome initances, ex- 
tended the inguiries which he mentions, farther than he had 
done before; and, in others, he has fhewn how what he had 
already done may be applied to other fubjecls befide thofe to 
which he had applied them in former publications. Among 
thele, it may not be improper to mention a very neat, and, 
feemingly, ready method of refolving Kepler’s Problem, and 
all others of a like nature; as well as the refolution of two 
or three ather problems, on very general principles, which may 
be ulefully applied to many fubjects in mechanics, and phy- 
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fical aftronomy. The Doétor has added two very general 

theorems, of confiderable ufe in the doctrine of chances; and 

he concludes his paper by pointing out fome of the purpofes to 
which they may be applied. 

4 Meteorological Journal, principally relating to Atmofpheric 
Electricity ; ept at Knightforidge, from May 9, 178% to 
May 8, 1799. By Mr. John Read. 

This paper contains fome curious obfervations, and a de- 
fcription of the inftrument, ufed in the journal, for collecting 
atmofpheric electricity. 


The Longitudes of Dunkirk ana Paris, from Greenwich, de- 
duced from the triangular Moafurement in 1787 and 1788, 


fuppofing the Earth to be an Eliipfoid. By Mr. I{aac Dalby. 


In the account of General Roy’s trigonometrical operations 
in 1787 and 1788, given in the Phil. Tranf. vol. Ixxx. for 

1790, and of which an account is ajfo given at page 406 of our 
Review for April 1791*, the diftance of Dunkirk from the me- 
ridian of Greenwich was firft determined, on a line parallel to 
one fuppofed to be drawn perpendicular to the meridian of 
Greenwich, at the point where the obfervatory is fituated ; 
after which the longitude of Dunkirk, from Greenwich, was 
found by {pherical computation, on a fuppofition that the fur- 
face of the {phere, to which thefe computations were adapted, 
coincided, very nearly, with that of the earth, in an eaft and 
welt direétion, at the place where the operation was perform- 
ed; and that the magnitude of this fphere had been determined 
by actual obfervations, made at two ftations, nearly in the lati- 
tude of Dunkirk. As the principles on which this computation 
was founded, though not ftrictly geometrical], call for no ma- 
terial objeciions, (the only hvpothefis, that is admitted, being 
evidently {uch as can not affect the conclufions drawn from 
them in any fenfible degree, and as great care was taken in ob- 
ferving the angles, at thoie ftations on which the direction of the 
meridians depend, ) Mr. Dalby thinks that the longitude of 
Dunkirk, and, confequently, that of Paris, which is deduced 
by means of it, muft be very near the truth, whatever the real 
fig ure of the earth may be. 

“As it may, however, be thought by fome, that the arc be- 
tween the meridians of Botley Hill and Goudhurft, which is 
that determined by the obfervations, is too fhort to alcertain 
the value of the are between the meridians of Greenwich and 
Dunkirk, with fufficient accuracy, as the former is but 174 
miles, and the latter almoit a degree and an half; and more 
efpecially as it is remarked, in the Appendix to the Soth vol. 
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of the Philofophical Tranfactions, that an error of a fingle 
fecond in the determination of the former are will create an 
error of nearly 6 feconds in the latter, Mr. Dalby has been 
‘nduced to try what refult a different mode of calculation, 
founded on different principles, will bring out. 

The principles, on which Mr. Dalby’s computation is found- 
ed, are undoubtedly ftriétly geometrical: but it muft not be 
thence inferred that his conclulion is more exact than that 
which is given in General Roy’s paper; for his hypothefis, 
namely, that the earth is an ellipfoid, and which enables him 
to compute from ftri€t geometrical principles, is by no means a 
certain one :—there is, indeed, good reafon for thinking it falfe, 
though to what extent that falfehood may operate in any place, is 
unceriain; itmay be as near the truth as M. Bouguer’s hypothe. 
fis, on which the General’s calculation is founded; or it may be 
much more erroneous: neither is his method of determining 
the magnitude of his ellipfoid unexceptionable ; though, for any 
thing we know, it may be as unexceptionable as any other that 
he could have ufed. To explain this:—lt is well known, to 
moft perfons who are converfant in thefe matters, that the fe- 
veral meafures of a degree, which have been made in different 
Jatitudes, do not, by any means, agree with one another, if we 
fuppofe the figure of the earth to be that of a perfect fpheroid ; 
and, of courfe, the meridians to be perfect ellipfes. “his dif- 
agreement, it is alfo well known, may arife either from inac- 
curacy in the terreftrial meafurements, from inaccuracy in de- 
termining the quantity of the celeftial arch which correfponds to 
thofe meafurements, or from the figure of the earth not being 
that of a perfect {pheroid : or the difagreement may arife (and 
mott probably does, ) from a combination of all thefe three fources 
of error *, General Roy, in forming his calculation of the 

difference 





* Will not our readers wonder why fo much labour and coft has 
been expended in procuring data, which, after all, cannot be ap- 
plied to the refolation of the problem under confideration, without 
the aflumption of vague and indeterminate hypothefes ; when a di- 
rect folution, void of all hypothefis whatever, prefents itfelf by 
means of altronomical obfervations? As we profefs ourfelves no 
** niggards of advice,” fo neither would we be thought niggards of 
information, when we have any to give: we fhall therefore inform 
thofe who do not already know it, that in the year 1783 Comie 
@ Adbimar, the French Ambaflador, tranfmitted to Mr. Fox, then 
Secretary of State, a memoir of the late M. Cafini de Thury, in 
which he aflerted that ‘* the longitude of the Royal Obtervatory, 
at Greenwich, (from Paris,) is not known, certainly, within Jeis 
than about 11%; and thar its latitude is uncertain to the amount of 
35°; and he recommended the latitude and longitude of it ta be de- 
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difference of longitude between Greenwich and Paris, fuppofed 
the difagreement to arife wholly from the curve of the meri- 
dian not being a perfect e!lipfis: Mr. Dalby has fuppofed it to 
lie wholly in the meafurements ; and he thinks it contifts prin- 
cipally in the determinations cf the celeftial arcs ; for there is, 
fays he, little doubt but the terreflrial meafurements are, in ge- 
neral, exact enough. 

Whether the error lie in the terreftrial, or celeftial mea- 
furements, is not material to the point under confideration : 
but it is very material to know, if it were poflible, which of 
the meafured degrees is erroneous; if, as Mr. Dalby’s kypo- 
thefis fuppofes, the error lies there; this, however, can only 
he conjectured, from the accounts which are given of the 
inftruments ufed, and the means employed, in making thole 
meafurements. Mr. Dalby finds that, if he fuppofes the 
meafurements of a degree at the equator, by M. Condamine 
and his affociates, and at the polar circle, by M. Maupertuis 
and his co-operators, to be adopted as true, and if the 
meridians be fuppofed ellipfes, the length of a degree, in the 
Jatitude of 50° 92°, which is the middle point between the pa- 
rallels of Greenwich and Paris, will be greater, by 140 fa- 
thoms, than the meafurement, performed jointly by General 
Roy and NI. Caffini de Thury, makes it; and, as thefe two 
meafurements of M. M. Condamine and Maupertuis were 
made in fituations which are better adapted to the purpofe of 
determining the {pecics of the curve which forms the terreftrial 
meridians, fuppofing it to be an ellipfis of any kind, than any 
others are, it might have been fuppofed that Mr. Dalby would 
have aflumed that fpecies of ellipfis which refults from thefe two 
meafurements :—but, inftead of doing fo, he has fuppofed both 
thefe meafurements to be erroneous in excefs, to the amount 
of 140 fathoms, or nearly fo; and, taking the meafured de- 
gree in latitude 50” g;” N. to be 60844 fathoms, as the late 
operation by General Roy and M. Caffini makes it, and that 
of M. Condamine, at the equator, to be only 60344, or 127 
fathoms lefs than M. Condamine gave it ; he determines the 


el 





io. 





termined, by terreitrial meafurement, from the Obfervatory at Paris. 
Toall thofe who were acquainted with aitronomical obfervations, and 
particularly with the obfervations which have been made at Green- 
wich, this French memorial appeared to be unworthy of confideraticn : 
but fome, whowere not fo well acquainted with the merits of it, thought 
otherwife; and it was fuggefted, that an attempt to afcertain the point 
in queftion that way, might lay the foundation of, and be the means 
of fetting on foot, a general furvey of the whole kingdom: his Mas 
jefly, ever ready to promote the extenfion of {cience, furnifhed the 
money which was necefary for carrying it on, from his privy purte. 
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fpecies and magnitude of an elliptical meridian, which will 
axree nearly with all the degrees that have been meafured in 
the middle latitudes. Had the meafurcment of a degree of the 
meridian between Greenwich and Paris been the only one which 
difagreed with the fpecies and magnitude of the terreftrial meri- 
dian, deducible from the meafuremenis of M. M. Condamine and 
Maupertuis, we fhould not have fcrup!ed to exprefs our difap- 
probation of Mr, Dalby’s conduét in this bufinefs: but it is 
remarkable that the ellipfis deduced from thofe two celebrated 
meafurements, will not agree with any of the meafurements 
which have been made in the middle latitudes; and, therefore, if 
Mr. Dalby calculated at all on the hypothelis of the earth 
being a fpheroid, we think there was fome reafon for rejecting 
that {pecies of eilipfis which refults from thefe meafurements, 
and for recurring to one which agrees better with the ob- 
fervations that have been made in latitudes that correfpond 
more nearly with that fur which his computations were to be 
made ; and, calculating from thofe principles, Mr. Dalby finds 
that the difference of longitude between Greenwich and Paris 
is 9 20'”, or only about 1” greater than the determination in 
Geuera] Roy’s paper. 

Mr, Dalby fays, if, inftead of fuppofing the meafurement at 
the equator and polar circle to be too great by 140 fathoms, 
we fuppofe each of them too great by only 70 fathoms ; and, 
of courfe, the Jength of the degree, which refults from the late 
meafurement between Greenwich and Paris, too fmall by about 
the fame quantity; the difference of longitude between thofe 
two places will come out g’ 19” 7':—but we cannot help with- 
jng that Mr. Dalby, while he was about it, had deduced the 
Jongitude between Greenwich and Paris from the hypothefis 
that the terrefirial meridians are ellipfes, of that {fpecies which 
refults from the meafurements of M. M. Condamine and Mau- 
pertuis ; becaufe we fhould then have heen able to eftimate, in 
fome tolerable degree, the magnitude of the errors which may 
pofibly arife in the difference of longitude, from our uncertainty 
with refpect to the real figure and magnitude of the earth: for 
it was not probable, from the reafon for which M. Bouguer’s 
fpheroid was chofen, that any very great difference could arife 
between the deduGtions derived from it, and thofe derived from 
a {pheroid of the kind that Mr. Dalby uled, as both were ac- 
commodated to the meafurements which have been made in 
the middle latitudes. It was not, indeed, very likely that any 
confiderable variation could happen in the difference of longi- 
tude in time, whatever hypothefis was adopted. ‘There is, 
therefore, nothing remarkable in the circumftance of General 
Roy’s determination falling on one fide, and Mr. Dalby’s on 
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the other fide, of Dr. Mafkelyne’s deduction from aftronomical] 
obfervations: but thofe who could propofe to correct, or thofe 
who could fuppofe that the latitude, as deduced from aftrono- 
mical obfervations, could be corrected, by terreftrial meafure- 
ments, muft know very little indeed of the nature either of one 


or the other. 

On the Method of determining, from the real Probabilities of Life, 
the Values of contingent Reverlions, in which three Lives 
are involved in the Survivor/ip. By Mr. William Morgan, 
F.R.S. 

Mr. Morgan tells us that the approbation which his two for- 
mer papers on this fubject received from the Royal Society *, 
has encouraged him to purfue the doctrine of furvivorfhips ftill 
farther ; and has rendered it, in fome meafure, his duty to 
fubmit the refult of his labours to their confideration. 

The problems confidered in this paper are as follows: 


Prob. 1. To determine the [prefent] value of a given fum, 
payable if a certain life be the firft that fails of three given lives. 

Prob. 11. To determine the [prefent] value of a given fum, 
payable if a certain life be the fecond that fails of three given 
lives. 

Prob. 111. To determine the [prefent] value of a given fum, 
payable on the extinétion of a certain life, if it be the laft that 
fails of three given lives. 

Prob. 1v. To determine the [prefent] value of a given fum, 
payable on the extinction of two certain lives, fhould they be 
the firft that fail of three given lives. 

Prob. v. To find the | prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinction of a certain life, fhould it be the firft or 
fecond that fails of three given lives. 

Prob. vi. To find the [prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinction of a certain life, fhould it be the fecond 
or third that fails of three given lives. 

Prob, vit. To find the [prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinction of a certain life, fhould it be the firft or 
Jaft that fails of three given lives. : 

Prob. vir. To find the [prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinction of either of two certain lives, if either 
of thofe lives be the firft that faii of three given lives. 

Prob. 1x. To find the [prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinétion of either of two certain lives, fhould ei- 
ther of thefe lives be the fecond that fails of three given lives, 
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* The Society honoured Mr. Morgan with Sir Godfrey Copley’s 
gold medal for thofe two papers on this fubject. 
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Prob. x. To find the [prefent] value of a given fum, pay- 
able on the extinction of either of two certain lives, fhould 
either of thefe lives be the lJaft that fails of three given lives. 

The folutions to all thefe problems are given from the real 
probabilities of life, derived from bills of mortality, and not from 
M. De Moivre’s hypothefis of equal decrements ; on which, as 
Mr. Morgan had fhewn in his former papers, we ought not to 
depend. He adds, 

‘| have now given general rules for determining the value of re- 
verfions depending upon three lives in every cafe which, as far as 
| can difcover, will admit of an exact folution. ‘The remaining 
cafes, which are nearly equal in number to thofe 1 have inveiti- 
gated, involve a contingency, for which it appears very difficule to 
find fuch a general expreflion, as fhail not render the rules much 
too complicated and laborious. ‘lhe contingency to which | refer 
is that of one life’s failing after another, in any given time. The 
fractions exprefing this probability are every year increafing, to 
that the value of the reverfion muft be repretented by as many fe- 
ries, at lea(t, as are equal to the difference between the age of 
one of the lives, and that of the oldett life in the table of obferva- 
tions. I have indeed fo far fucceeded in the method of approxi- 
mation, as that the reverfion may be generally afcertained within 
about one-fiftieth part of its exact value; but I fhall not trouble the 
Royal Society at prefent with thefe invetligations.” 

We fhall juft remark, that there appears to be fome difagree- 
ment between the enunciation and folution of the tenth pro- 
blem. We fhall give both in Mr. Morgan’s own words: 

© Quest. To find the value of a given fum, payable on the 
deceafe of B or C, fhould either of them be the laft that fails 
of the three lives, A, B, and C.’ in the folution, Mr. Mor- 
gan fays, * The fum S can be received in the firft year only 
on the extinction of the three lives, reitrained to the contin- 
gency of A’s life having been the firft or fecond that failed :’ 
but it appears to us that, according to the enunciation of the 
problem, the fum 5S is receiveable in the firlt year, if A, and 
either B, or C, die in it, though the other does not. 


Abfira& of a Regifter of the Barometer, Thermometer, and 
Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, by Vhomas Barker, E/g; with 
the Rain in Surrey and Hampfhire ; for the Year 1790. 

This, we believe, is the twentieth regifter of the kind that 
Mr. Barker has fent regularly in every year; and we moft 
fincerely wifh him health and fpirits to continue them for 
many years tocome. ‘The regifter of the rain in Surrey was 
kept at South Lambeth; and thofe for Hampthire at Selbowin 
and Fyfield. To his ufual general account of the feafons, 
Mr, Barker has fubjoined an account of places where chalk 

has 








ee ee 











a 





62 Philofophieal Tranfadtions, Part ll. for 179'- 


has been lately found, and where it was not known to exift 
before. 


Defeription of a fimple Micrometer for meafuring {mall Angles 
with the Velefcope. By Mr. Viberius Cavallo, F. R.S. 
This micrometer confifts of a thin and narrow flip of mo- 

ther-of-pearl, finely divided, and fituated in the focus of the 
eve-glafs of a telefcope, juft where the image of the object is 
formed. It is immaterial whether the telefcope be a refractor 
or a refleStor, provided the eye-glafs be a convex lens, and 
not a concave one, as in the Gallilean conftruction. 

The fimpleft way of fixing it, is to ftick it on the diaphragm, 
which generally ttands within the tube, and in the focus of the 
eye glais. When thus fixed, if the obferver look through the 
eye-glafs, the divifions of the micrometrical fcale will appear 
very dittinst, unlefs the diaphragm be not exactly in the focus 5 
in which cafe the micrometrical {cale muft be placed exactly 
in the focus of the eye-glafs, either by pufhing the diaphragm 
backward or forward, when that is practicable; or elfe the 
fcale may be eafily removed from one or the other furface of 
the dizphragm, by the interpofitton of a circular piece of paper 
er card, or bya bit of wax. This con(truction is fully fufi- 
cient, when the telefcope is always to be ufed by the fame per- 
fon: but when different perfons are to ufe it, then the dia- 
phragm, which fupports the micrometer, muft be conftructed 
fo as to be eafily moved backward or forward, though that 
motion needs not be greater than about a tenth or an eighth 
of aninch. This is neceflary, becaufe the diftance of the fo- 
cus of the fame lens appears different to the eyes of different 
perfons ; and therefore, whoever is to ufe the telefcope for the 
menfuration of any angle, muft firft unfcrew the tube, which 
contains the eye-glafs and micrometer, from the reft of the te- 
lefcope ; and, looking through the eye-glafs, muft place the 
micrometer where the divifions of it may appear quite dittinét 
to his eye. 


A new Method of inveftigating the Sums of Infinite Series. By 
the Rev. Samuel Vince, 4. AZ. F.R.S. 


The fummation of infinite feries is a fubjeét, not only of 
curious fpeculation, but alfo of the greateft importance in va- 
rious branches of the mathematics and natural philofophy ; in 
confequence of which it has always claimed a very confider- 
able fhare of attention from the moft celebrated mathemati- 


cians, For thefe reafons, Mr. Vince does not think it necef- 


fary to make any apology for offering this paper to the public, 
which contains a new and very expeditious method of obtain- 
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ing the fums of a great variety of feries, moft of which have 


never before been treated. 

As the method of fummation here pointed out, depends on 
the fums of the reciprocals of the powers of the natural num- 
bers, tables of fuch fums are prefixed, extending as far as the 


goth power, to twelve places of decimals, by which the fums 
of the feries will be found true to ten or eleven places; and if 
reater accuracy be required, which feldom happens, it may 
be eafily obtained by continuing the tables. 
The method is illuftrated by a great number of examples, 
which render the ufe of the tables very eafy. 


This part concludes with the ufual lift of prefents to the So- 


‘ety. index to the volume, Nc. 
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Crass of SCIENCE. 


Experiments on the Alkaline Subftances ufed in Bleaching, and on 
the Colouring Matter of Linen Yarn. By Richard Kirwan, 
Efy. FL. R.S. Se. 

N ahefe experiments, if we may take the author’s word for 

it, there is not much ingenuity: but there is certainly much 
well-directed labour, and much valuable information to thofe 
who are concerned in the objects of them; and though they 
were immediately undertaken for the ufe of the bleachers of 
our fifter kingdom, at a time when a fcarcity of foreign pot- 
afhes prevailed, and when it was ferioufly queftioned whether 
any of home manufacture could be made to anfwer the refpec- 
tive purpofes to which rote practice had applied the foreign 
forts, yet the better informed bleachers of our own country will 

profit by them ; and there are other kinds of bufinefs in which a 

knowlege of the relative ftrengths of the different alcaline fub- 

{tances to be found in commerce, and an eafy method of afcer- 

taining the ftrength and quality of any given one, cannot fail 

to be interefting. 

Mr. Kirwan begins with a complete analyfis of Larilha, (we 
follow his own orthography,) inveftigating, with minute pre- 
cifion, the quantity of fixed air, mineral alcali, common fale, 
Glauber’s falt, charcoal, calcareous, muriatic, argillaceous, 
and filiceous earths contained in it: but being difgufted, as 
well he might, by the tedioufnefs of thefe operations, and con- 
fidering that the pure alcali is the only ingredient in thefe fub- 
ftances that is ufeful in bleaching, he contrived a fimple and 

practicable 
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practicable method of determining the quantity of that prin- 
ciple, wherever it exifts in an active or uncombined fate. So- 
lution of alum is the teft ; and the quantity of alcali ts in pro- 
portion to the quantity of alum earth which it precipitates. 

Mr. K. boils an ounce of the given alcaline fubftance in half 

a pint or a pint (according as it contains Jefs or more earth, ) 
of pure water, in a Florence fiafk, for a quarter of an hour, 
and, when cold, filters the folution. This liquor is again 
heated, and a faturated folution of alum, likewife made hot, 1s 
poured into it at intervals, fo long as any precipitation eniues, 
or till the liquor changes the colour of fyrup of violets, or blue 
litmus’d paper, to red. The whole is then poured into a fil- 
er, and the precipitated earth is wafhed with hot water till 
the water pafles through taftelefs, ‘The filter, with the earth 
on it, is dried, till they feparate eafily; and the earth is far- 
ther dried in a cup of Staftordfhire ware or hot fan, till it 
ceafes to ftick to glafs or iron: it is then reduced to powder 
in the cup, with a glafs peftle, and kept for a quarter of an 
hour'in a heat from 470 to 500”. 

By this heat, the fixed air, which the alum earth may have 
taken up in the precipitation, will in a great meafure be expei- 
led: but, for the complete feparation of it, recourfe is had to 
marine acid. The dried earth is put into a Florence flafk and 
weighed ; about an ounce of fpirit of falt, in another flafk, is 
placed in the fame fcale ; and both of them are counterbalanced 
in the oppofite fcale. The acid being then poured on the 
earth, an effervefcence generally enfues, and this fcale be- 
comes lighter: the weight neceflary to be added for reftoring 
the equilibrium, will be the weight of the air expelled by the 
acid, and muft be fubtracted from that of the dried earth. 

The mineral and vegetable alcali are known to differ greatly 
from one another tn their power of faturating acids, and of 
precipitating fubftances diflolved in them. Mr. Kirwan finds 
that an ounce Troy, (or 80 grains,) of pure mineral alcali, 
precipitates 725 grains of earth of alum: but the fame quan- 
tity of the vegetable alcali precipitates only 3314. “Vhe guan- 
tity of alum earth, therefore, precipitable by an ounce of any 
alcaline fubftance of either clafs, being known, it will be eafy 
to compute, from thefe refpective ftandards, the quantity of 
pure alcali contained in it. 

Cryftallized foda was found to contain only g6 grains on the 
ounce, or, which is the fame thing, 20 pounds on 1¢0, of 
pure mineral alcali; all the reft of it being water and fixed air. 
In {weet barilha, the alcali amounts te 24 on 100; fo that this 
fubftance, though nearly one half of it confifts of earthy mat- 
ters indifloluble in water, is more ftrongly alcaline than the 
pure 
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pure cryftals. In the beft kelps of home manufacture, the al- 
cali fell fhort of 5 on 100. 

In 100 parts of the Dantzick pearl-ath, the vegetable alcali 
amounted to fomewhat above 63; and in the cafhup afhes, to 
above 19; in the common Irifh weed-afhes, to little more 
than 12; and in the fame afhes, when calcined, to a little more 
than 43. 

The author next confiders the different methods of procuring 
the two fpecies of alcaline falts, and gives fome general di- 
reGtions for the manufacture of pot and pear] afhes: but on 
thefe fubje&ts we meet with little more than what is pretty ge- 
nerally known, (though not to thofe for whom he writes, ) and 
there are fome pofitions which we could wifh he had afcer- 
tained by experiment. His pot-a/hes are prepared by evaporat- 
ing a lye of vegetable afhes to drynefs in iron pots; and pearl- 
afbes, by calcining this dry falt to whitenefs. In this laft ope- 
ration, -he fays, * particular care fhould be taken that it fhould 
not melt, as the extractive matter would not be thoroughly 
confumed, and the alcali would form fuch a union with the 
earthy parts as could not eafily be diffolved.” He has * added 
this caution, as Dr. Lewis and Mr. Doffie have inadvertently 
directed the contrary.” We apprehend that here is a little in- 
accuracy, and that it was not for pearl-afh, but for the unre- 
fined pot-afb, that thefe gentlemen directed fufion. The fact is, 
that the American pot-afhes, examined by them, had unquef- 
tionably fuffered fufion ; which was effected in the fame iron 
pot in which the evaporation was finifhed, by rather increafing 
the fire at the end of the procefs: by this management, one of 
the moft troublefome operations in the whole manufacture, the 
feparation of the hard falt from the veflels with hammers and 
chifels, was avoided; and though the extractive matter was 
not confumed, it was burnt to an indifloluble coal ; fo that the 
falt, though black itfelf, produced a pale or colourlefs folution, 
and was uncommonly ftrong. 

Mr. Kirwan has given alfo tables of the guantities of afhes 
and falt obtained from different vegetables ; and he concludes 
from them, 1. * That, in general, weeds yield much more afhes, 
and their afhes much more falr, than woods; and that, confe- 
quently, as to falts of the vegetable alcali kind, neither Ame- 
tica, Triefte, nor the northern countries, poflefs any advantage 
over us.——2dly, That of all weeds, fumitary produces moft 
falt, and next to it wormwood : but if we attend only to the 
quantity of falt in a given weight of afhes, the afhes of worm- 
wood contain moft. Trifolium fibrinum alfo produces more 
afhes and falt than fern.” 

_From the curious experiments on the colouring matter of 
linen yarn, which conclude the paper, it appears, that this 
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fubftance is a peculiar fort of refin, different from pure refins, 

in being indifloluble by effential oils, and in this refpect ree 

fembling lacs ;——that it is foluble by all the alcalies, but with 
different degrees of power ;—that liver of fulphur is, of all al- 
caline compounds, the ftrongeft folvent of it; next, the cau- 

{tic vegetable ; and after this, the cauftic mineral alcali; the 

mild vegetable and the mild mineral alcali occupying the laft 

place. 

The fulphur, with which fome of the common alcalies are 
impregnated, appears therefore to be, for the bleacher, a very 
advantageous ingredient ; infomuch, that, inftead of endeavour- 
ing to purify them from it, it may be advifeable to increafe its 
quantity, and to convert them into perfect liver of fulphur. It 
is faid, indeed, that fulphur leaves a ftain in the linen: but, 
as Mr. Kirwan obferves, if the fulphurated alcali be ufed at 
the beginning, that is, in bleaching the yarn, the ftain will 
probably be removed by the purer alcalies afterward applied. 

The habitude of this fubftance to acids has not been exa- 
mined: though the prefent extenfive ufe of acids in bleaching 
points out the importance of fuch an examination. All that 
we find relative to this fubject is, that the colouring matter 
neutralizes alcalies, and is precipitated from them by marine 
acid, 

Defeription of a Steam Engine. By John Cooke, E/q. 

This paper does not fo much relate to the fteam engine it- 
jelf, as to the rendering it more generally applicable, by 
producing, inftead of the reiprocating motion, a continuous ro- 
fatory one, which is itfelf more extenfively ufeful than any 
other, and from which every modification of motion can he 
eafily obtained. Mr. Cooke gives a defcription, accompanied 
with a plate, of a machine which appears well adapted to that 
purpofe, and of which he exhibited a working model to the 
Academy. It confifts of a wheel, with moveable valves on its 
circumference, which turn on very pliant joints, and, when 
clofed, lie exactly level with the reft of the circumference, but, 
in defcending, fall down perpendicular to it. ‘This wheel is 
inclofed in a cafe, which exactly fits it while the upper valves 
are clofe and the lower extended ; and the fteam, in its paff- 
age from the boiler to the condenfer, being admitted into the 
lower part of this cafe, pufhes the extended valves, and turns 
the wheel. 

Letter from Richard Kirwan, Ef. PF. RS. &c. to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Charigmont, Prefident of the | ae A 
Academy. 

Mr. Kirwan’s letter ferves to introduce one addrefled to him 
vy Air, Mills, an eminent miner in Chefhire, pointing out an 
error 
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error which occurs in Mr. K.’s remark on coal-mines in the 
preceding volume. He had there faid, that ¢ in England, beds 
of coal of Jefs than two feet and an half in thicknefs are judged 
not worth working.’ This pofition is now reftricted to the 
coal mines in the neighbourhood of Newcaftle and Whitcha- 
ven. Mr. Mills informs him, that at Blakclow, near Macclef- 
field, they work much thinner feams, of only 16 inches, and . 
this at confiderable depths: he gives an account of the manner 
of working, with fe&tions of the mine, and the thicknefles of 


its different ftrata. 


Lettre de Monf. Pouget, &e. i.e. Letter from M. Pouget to 
Mr. Kirwan, on the Condenfations produced by the Union of 
Alcohol with Water. 

M. Pouget obferves, that the condenfation or diminution of 
bulk, is greateft when the two liquids are mixed in egual quan- 
tities by meafure; and that it thence decreafes, hoth ways, to 
the two extremes of the progrefiion. It appears therefore to 
be governed by a general law; and this law he endeavours to 
afcertain. 

The water being confidered as abforbing a part of the alco- 
hol into its pores, the quantity abforbed muft be in proportion 
to the quantities of the two fluids themfelves. in a mixture of g 
meafures of alcohol with 1 of water, the meafure of water will 
abforb a quantity of thealcoho!, which will be as g: in a mix- 
ture of 8 meafures of alcohol with 2 of water, each meafure of 
water will abforb a quantity which will be as 8,and which mutt be 
multiplied by 2 for the total diminution of volume: and uni- 
verfally, the diminutions will be in a compound ratio of the num- 
-ber of meafures of alcohol and water in the mixture. Cal!ling the 
condenfation of equal meafures c, the total number of meafures 
in any given mixture 2, and the number of meafurcs of alcohol 








' 1c , 
x, the condenfation of the mixture will be = *- X px—>x’. 

n* 

The annexed table exhibits the | Meatores of) Diminutions 
diminutions as found by the author | eters Ave: | by Bap. | by Calcul, 
in a fet of experiments of his own, coe oe 
, 8 | .o187 |] .o184 
the total volume being confidered as ©0242] .0242 
1.0000; with the refpective dimi- smidil caank 
nutions as calculated from the a- 0288 a? 
bove formula. From this, and a .0266 | .0276 
larger table of Briffone’s experi- .0207 | .0242, 
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it appears, that the real and the | 9 : ! | *CO44 | 0103 

computed condenfations correfpond {fufficiently in all the mix- 

tures in which the alcohol is in greateft quantity: but that in 
a thole 
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thofe where the water prevails, the real fall fhort of the come 
puted, more and more in proportion to the prevalence of the 
water. This Mr. P. attributes to the imperfect union of the 
alcohol with a large quantity of water; acircumftance well 
known to the dealers in fpirituous liquors, who find it ex- 
tremely difficult to unite a fmall quantity of ftrong fpirit with 
fuch as are too weak. It muft be obferved that thefe aberra- 
tions, whatever be their caufe, do not feem to detract much 
from the utility of the principle, as the mixtures, in which they 
are confiderable, are fuch as do not often-occur in bufinefs. 

The author fhews likewife how the gxantity of alcohol and 
water may be computed from the fpecific gravity of the mixture; 
and he gives fome judicious obfervations on the conftruction 
of an hydrometer for that purpofe. 
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An Account of a Difeafe, which, until lately, proved fatal to @ 
great number of Infants in the Lying-in Hofpital of Dublin, 
with Obfervations on its Caufes and Prevention. By Jo- 
feph Clarke, M.D. Matter of the Hofpital above mentioned, 
and M.R.I. A. 

Dr. Clarke found that, at the conclufion of 1782, out of 
feventeen thoufand fix hundred and fifty infants born alive in 
the lying-in hofpital of Dublin, two thoufand nine hundred and 
forty-four had died within the firft fortnight: that is, nearly 
every fixth child was loft. So large a proportion of deaths in- 
duced him to pay particular attention to the complaints of the 
children ; and it appeared that nineteen out of twenty were 
carried off by general convulfions, or nine days fits, as they 
are Called from their occurring within the firft nine days after 
birth. ‘To cure this fatal difeafe was generally impracticable 5 
the only remedy in kis power was to prevent it.—The Doétor 
had obferved that, in a former hofpital, though fituated in a 
lefs airy part, the mortality had not been nearly fo great; and 
that, in fome of the London lying-in hofpitals, the death of an 
infant was a rare occurrence. Reafoning on thefe circum- 
= he was led to impute the caufe of the prefent mor- 
tality, 

rft, To foul air, or an impure atmofphere ; 

adly, ‘lo neglect of keeping the children clean and dry; and 

gdly, To irregularity in the manner of living in their mo- 
thers, more efpecially in the abufe of fpirituous liquors. 

The firft caufe, however, he fufpected as moft powerfully 
contributing to the general calamity ; and he was confirmed in 
his fufpicions, by recollecting that, in the former hofpital, 
which was an old houfe never defigned for that purpofe, the 
beds in each room were one, two; or at moft three; while 
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freth air was afforded by a number of windows and doors ; 
whereas, in the prefent, eight beds ftood in the fame room, 
without an equal degree of ventilation. He reafoned alfo, on 
the authority of Arbuthnot, that the tolerance of vitiated air in 
adults was the effect of habit, which young creatures had not 
acquired.—Viewing the fubjeé in this light, he propofed alter- 
ations intended for the more complete ventilation of the hof- 
pital, The confequence is, that the xine days fits have become 
Jefs frequent; and the mortality is fo decreafed, as to confift 
only of one in nineteen. 

In the courfe of this paper, Dr. Clarke has given a good 
defcription of this diforder, and has traced its fimilarity to dif- 
eafes defcribed by other practitioners. In particular, he ima- 
gines that it bears great refemblance, both in its caufes and 
fymptoms, to a * fingular difeafe, which prevailed among fome 
poor children maintained by the parifh of St. James in Weft- 
minfter :” an account of which was given in the London Me- 
dical Tranfactions, by Sir George Baker. 

At the end of this paper is added ‘ an abftract of the regiftry 
kept at the lying-in hofpital in Dublin, from the 8th of De- 
cember 1757 to the 31ft of December 1788—each year diftin- 


guifhed.’ 


4n Effay towards afcertaining the Population of Ireland. By 
Gervafe Parker Bufhe, E/g. MR. J. A. 


We will give the method in which the ftate of population in 
Ireland has been afcertained, in the words of the writer: 


‘ T have feleéted the moft intelligent officers, (tax-gatherers, ) 
and have requefted them to fubjoin to each houfe the number of fouls 
inhabiting the fame; but where they covld not obtain a clear and 
fatisfa€tory account, to pafs by fuch hou/e without attempting to 
give any account whatever of the number of fouls, rather ‘han give 
one which could not be thoroughly depended upon. Having the 
books before me, I firft find out the number of widows and paupers 
in the county ; fecondly, the number of new houtes; thirdiy, the 
number of houfes with more hearths than one to each; fourthly, 
the number of houfes with a fingle hearth to each, which pay duty ; 
and when I have fufficient materials, I caufe a proportionate num- 
ber of each fort to be extracted, till [ have the twentiech part of the 
houfes in che county. Thus in the county of Wexford there are 
2111 paupers and widows, fo | take the firit 106 noutes inhabited 
by perfons of that defcription which appear on the face of the books, 
with the number of fouls annexed to each ; 106 being as nearly the 
one-twentieth part of 2111 as ] can go without a fraétiun: then | 
find the number of new houfes to be 766, fo I take the number of 
fouls annexed to the firft 38 new houfes: then [ tind the number of 
houfes having two hearths and upwards to be 2063, fol take the 
number of fouls annexed to the firit 103 houfes in that defcripuon ; 
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Jafily, I find the number ef houfes having bet one hearth each, and 
paying duty, to be 15,508, fol take the number of fouls annexed 
to the firlt 775 of {uch houfes, and 1 fiad the account to fland 
thus: 
¢ County of Wexford. 

Nuomber 
of Houfes 
Total |whereot the} Number 
Number, | population | «ft, fouls 
has be n therein. 


taken. 
Poor, ‘ 2111 106 549 |about 51 to each hoafe. 
New, _ . “06 38 164 jabout 42 to each. 
Double hearths, 2063 103 Qlg nearly g to each. 
Single ditto, -| 15,508 775 scc8 jabout 63 to each. 





———— 


6640 ‘about 6+ to each.’ 
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Totals, - 120,448) 102 
Such is the mode which Mr. Bufhe has followed in com- 
puting the population in Wexford. With refpeét to the num- 
ber of inhabitants of the whole kingdom, he obferves that, if 
the other houfes contain, in proportion, an equal number of 
fouls, with thofe of which the population has been taken ; and, 
if the number of houles be 650,000; (which he believes to be 
fhert of the truth;) then the number of fouls in the king- 
dom muft be computed at above 4,040,000 (in the year 
1788.) 

It muft be evident, and Mr. B. is fully aware of it, that 
there is much uncertainty in this method of eftimating the po- 
pulation, ‘T’ax-gatherers, as he obferves, cannot eafily get the 
neceilary information. The collectors of hearth money are 
unpopular characters, from whom intelligence will be fre- 
quently with-held. Sa liable to error is this computation, that 
Mr. Bufhe obferves : 

‘ The increafes which appear on the face of the paper are no 
evidence whatever of the proportionate increafe of each county; 
they depend principally on the accident of having had lefs faithful 
officers in a particular diftrict in 1777, or on being more fortunate 
in 1738. The reader who {hall conclude that the county of Mo- 
naghan, where the houfes appear to have been almoft doubled in 
number fince 1777, has made a greater progrefs in population than 
the county of Limerick has made in the fame period, will draw his 
conclufion from very uecertain premifes.’ 

The remaining papers in the clafs of Science are, 


Tie Origin and Theory of the Gothick Arch. By the Rev. Mr. 
Young, D.D. F.T.C.D. and 14. R.1, A. 


1) 


This is an intelligent and interefling effay. 
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The Ue and Defeription of a new- invented Inftrument for Na- 
vigation, by which every Cafe in plain middle latitude, or 
Mercator’s failing, may be performed without Logarithms, 
Tables, or any numerical Calculations whatfoever. By John 
Cooke, E/q. M.R.1. A. 

Obfervations made on the Difappearance and Reappearance of 
Saturn’s Ring, ia the Year 1789, with fome Remarks on the 
Diurnal Rotation. By the Rev. H. Ufsher, D.D. ALR.LA, 
and F. R.S. 


Account of two Parhelia, obferved Feb. 25, 1790. By the Rev. . 


H. Ulsher, D.D. MRL. A. and FLR.S. 
For the contents of thefe communications, we ihall refer to 


the tranfactions of the academy. 
The papers under the heads of Polite Literature, and Anti- 


. . ; 1 . 8 . . N ber 
guities, {hall be noticed in our next Number. } f a 
e& ’ * 





Art. XI. Mr. Boswextu’s Life of Jounson. 
[Article concluded from the Review for February, p. 198.] 


Horsce juitly compares a poem toa picture. We, in like 

manner, may confider the biographer as a painter; and 
fuch is Mr. Bofwell; who has, in our opinion, drawn the beft 
whole length of JOHNSON, that has yet been offered to the pub- 
lic view : though we muft acknowlege, that in regard to fome 
parts of it, in one or two of the features, at Jeaft, it feems 
rather a flattering refemblance. Not unfrequently does the 
hand of friendfhip appear to direct the pencil; yet, ftill it is 
JoHNSON that we behold: and never can it be faid of this 
portrait, as often has been remarked of others, even when 
painted by the beft artifts, that ‘* it is fomething like the 
Doctor, but very like Mr. -,”’ fomebody elfe. 

Perhaps it will be obferved, that it is improper to ftyle this 
work a refemblance of Johnfun, for that it is THE MAN himéelf; 
that here we have the fage, the philofopher, the moralift, the 
warm friend, the improving companion, in all his humours, 
whether grave or mellow; whether penfive in his ftudy, op- 
prefled with ** morbid melancholy” in his chamber, or en- 
Jivened at the focial board ;—whether mufing in the rural 
{cene, wherever friendfhip invited him,—debating in the Ur- 
ban portico of Bolt-court *, or philofophizing in the academic 








-* Acourtin which Dr. Johnion lived, during the latter years of 
kis life) and in which he breathed his laf. 
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walks of Fleet-ftreet *. In thefe fituations, we view him in 
his mind’s undrefs; not ftudioufly arrayed for public obfervation ; 
not defigned to catch the applaufe of the admiring world !—all 
is natural, fpontaneous, and unreferved. Ip his converfation 
with his friends, his fentiments, and their’s too, (for all are 
here preferved,) appear to flow unpremeditated ; open and 
liberal difcuffion takes its courfe, unreftrained ; and even pre 
judice and implicit attachments, feem, at times, to enjoy the 
bleffings of freedom. 

We have faid, that, in this picture, [we cannot yet quit the 
allufion,] the partial hand of friendfhip feems to have fre- 
quently guided the pencil. It does fo, occafionally, but not 
always: for there are inftances in which impartiality afferts 
her rights, and maintains them ; in which Mr. Bofwell’s de- 
votion to the ‘¢ god of his idolatry” gives way to his fuperior 
regard for truth ¢: in which the violence of Dr. Johnfon’s temper 
appears to have occafionally overcome his wifdom ;=—when judg- 
ment has given way to prepofleffion—and anger has ufurped 
the place of decorum {: for, in the warmth of earneft — 

this 





# The Doétor and his friend (our author) were wont to remark 
on the preference due to focial London, when compared with the 
ftill life of country retirement. On thefe occafions, they never fail- 
ed to pronounce our great emporium the moft defirable place in the 
world ; and Fleet-ftreet, in which the Mitre Tavern and Bolt Court 
were fituated, feems to have been deemed the pleafanteft part of all. 

+ Mr. B. frequently differed in opinion from his learned and elo~ 
quent friend: but his diffent was always in terms of the moft be- 
coming modefty ; and in his recitals of thefe inftances, he decently 
leaves to his candid readers the decifion of the point in difpute. 

t Perhaps Dr. Johnfon was well aware, that this appearance of a 
want of moderation and candor in himfelf, when difputing (efpe- 
cially) on religious or political topics,—and his violence of tone and 
manners, might require fome apology :—which, accordingly, he 
feems to have cafually offered in a converfation on the fubjeét of in- 
temperance in difputation. In p. 49 of the fecond vol. Mr. Bof- 
well has thus recited the Doétor’s fentiments on this head ; 

* Mr. Murray (one of the Judges of the Court of Seffion in 
Scotland ) praifed the ancient philofophers, for the candour and good 
— with which thofe of different fects difputed with each 
other. 

Jounson—‘ Sir, They difputed with good humour, becaufe 
they were not in earneft as to religion. Had the ancients been fe- 
rious in their belief, we fhould not have had their gods exhibited in 
the manner we find them reprefented in the poets.~—They difputed 
with good humour on their fanciful theories, becaufe they were not 
interefted in the truth of them. When a man has nothing to lofe, 
he may be in good humour with his opponent.—Being angry with 
one 
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this powerful pleader feldom ufed the * allurements of gentle 
language, but wifhed to compel, rather than to perfuade *.” 





ow" 


one who controverts an opinion which you value, is a neceflary con- 
fequence of the uneafinefs which you feel. Every man who attacks 
my belief, diminifhes, in fome degree, my confidence in it, and 
therefore makes me uneafy. Thofe only who believed in revelation 
have been angry on having their faith called in queftion ; becaufe 
they only had fomething on which they could reft, as matter of fact. 

Murrayr—* It feems to me, that we are not angry with a man 

for controverting an opinion which we believe and value ; we rather 
ity him.’— 

4 ciate Why Sir, to be fure, when you with a man to have 
that belief which you think is of infinite advantage, you with well to 
him ; but your primary confideration is your own quiet. Ifa mad- 
man were to come into this room with a ftick in his hand, no doubt 
we.fhould pity the ftate of his mind, but our primary confideration 
would be to take care of ourfelves. We fhould knock him down 
firft, and pity him afterward, No, fir; every man will difpute 
with great good humour, on a fubject in which he is not interefted. 
I will difpute very calmly on the probability of another man’s fon be- 
ing hanged, but if a man zealoufly enforces the probability that my 
fon will be hanged, I fhall certainly not be in very good humour 
with him.’ 

Boswe wt, in illuffration—* If a man endeavours to convince me 
that my wife, whom I love very much, and in whom | have great 
confidence, is a difagreeable woman, and is even unfaithful to me, 
J fhall be very angry, for he is putting me in fear of being une 
happy.’ ; 

Murrary—* But, Sir, truth will always bear an examination.’ 

Jounson— Yes, Sir, but it is painful to be forced to defend it. 
Confider, Sir, how thould you like, though confcious of your in- 
nocence, to be tried by a jury for a capital crime, once a week.’ 

This is perhaps as good an apology as can be offered for the want 
of candour and good temper in difputation, whatever be the fubje& : 
but is the apology compleat? Is it a fufficient defence of defpotifm 
in argument? If we admit it as fuch, what will become of Horace’s 
audi alteram partem, and of a much higher authority, which faith, 
‘* Be seady, always, to give an anfwer to every man that afketh 
you a REASON of the hope that is in you, with MEEKNEss and 
FEAR?” 4g Pet. ch. ill. v.65. 

lt feems, natural, however, for men who are not firmly per~ 
fuaded of the truth of a favourite fyftem, (imbibed, perhaps, in ine 
fancy,) to be angry with thofe who quettion that fyftem; they fzel 
xneafy, at the approach of inveftigation ; they dread the confeguences, 
and would knock down the examiner :—but, is this the right way to 
fupport any good caufe? Truth, as the fenfible Scottith magiftrate 
has obferved, as above, fhuns no inquiry; it gives her no pain; 
on the contrary, fhe delights in it, as well knowing that her bett in- 
tereits are promoted by it. 

_* An expreffion of Dr. Johnfon, when {peaking of Warburton; fee 
his Lira of Pops, vol. iv. of his Lives of the Poets. 
Thefe 
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Thefe fhades, however, only ferve to render the picture 
more perfect, in point of refemblance to the original. The 
general fault of biographical painters is, that they overwhelm 
their performances with too much /ght,—from an over-fond- 
ne(s for the fubject on which they are engaged. We now lay 
afide the pencil and the pallet. 

In tke prefent article, we propofe to give a few more fpe- 
cimens of this very mifcellaneous performance, in addition to 
thofe which we have already extracted ; and to conclude with the 
general character of Dr. Johnfon, as {ummed up by his prefent 
biographer. 

Vol. Il. P. 45. fpeaking of MarriaGE, Mr. B. noticed a 
common remark, that a man may be, on the whole, richer by 
marrying a woman with avery {mall portion, becaufe a woman 
of fortune will be proportionably expenfive ; whereas that wo- 
man, who brings none, will be moderate in expences. 

‘ Jonnson —** Depend on it, Sir, this is nottrus. A woman of 
fortune being ufed to the handling of money, {pends it judicioufly ; 
but a woman who gets the command of money for the firit time, on 
her marriage, has fuch a guft in fpending it, that the throws it 
away in great profufion.”»—He praifed the ladies of the prefentage, 
infilting that they were more faithful to their hufbands, and more 
virtuous is every refpect, than in former times, becaufe their un- 
derflandings were better cultivated.’ 


Our female readers will not quarrel with the Doétor, on 


account of the foregoing opinion :—nor do we. 
P. 50, Vol. IT. On the topic of Univerfities, and their en- 


“9 


dowments, Mr. B. obferved that it has often been ignorantly 
urged,- that the univerfities of England are too rich ; fo that 
learning does not flourifh in them as it would do, if thofe who 
teach had fmaller falaries, and depended on their afliduity for 
a great part of their income. 


Jonnson— * Sir, The very reverfe of this is the truth; the 
Englifh univerfities are not rich enough. Our fellowfhips are only 
fufficient to fupport a man during his itudies to fit him for the world, 
and, accordingly, in general, they are held xo /onger than till an op- 
portunity offers of geiting away. Now and then, perhaps, there is 
a Fellow woo grows old in his college; but this is againft his will, 
unlefs he be very indolent indeed. A hundred a year is reckoneda 
good fellowthip, and chat is no more than is neceiTary to keep a man 
decently, as a fcholar. We do not allow our Fellows to marry, be- 
caufe we confider academical inftitutions as preparatory to a fettle- 
ment in the world. It is only by being employed asa tutor, that 
a Fellow can obtain any thing more than a livelihood. To be fure, 
a man who has enough without teaching, will probably not teach ; 
for we would all be idle if we could. In the fame manner, a man 
who isto get nothing by teaching will not exert himfelf. G:efham 
college was intended as 2 place of iaftruQtion for London; able Pro- 
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feflors were to read Jetures gratis; they contri ed to have no {cho- 
Jars ; whereas, if they had Leen allowed to receive but iixpence a 
jJeure from each fcholar, they would have been emulous to have 
had many fcholars. Every body will agree that it fhould be the 
intereft of thofe who teach, to have fcholars ; and this 1s the cafe in 
our Univerfities. ‘That they are too rich is certainly not true; for they 
have nothing good enough to keep a nan of eminent learnieg with 
them for his life. In the foreign Univerfities a profeflorfhio is a 
high thing ;—and therefore we find the molt learned men abroad are 
in the Univerfities. Itis not fo with us.—I wifh there were many 
places ef a thoutand a year at Oxtord, to keep firit-rate men of 
learning from quitting the Univerficy.’ 

There is great juftice in the foregoing remarks, It cannot 
be doubted that the dignity of learning ought to be more li- 
berally fupported in thofe illuftrious feminaries of education, in 
behalf of which Dr. Johnfon fo handfomely pleads, 

Vol. II. p. 59. Mentioning the * Lives of the Poets by Cibber 
and other Hands,’ in five pocket vols. publifhed about thirty years 
ago, that work, as we apprehend, through wrong information, is 
here fomewhat mifreprefented. ‘Ihe pallage is this: 

Dr. Johnfon told us (favs Mr. B.) that the Lives of the 
Poets, &c. [as above] ‘ were compiled by Mr. Shiels, a Scotch- 
man, one of his amanuenfes. ‘T’he bookfellers, faid he, gave 
Theophilus Cibber, who was then in prifon, ten guineas to 
allow Mr. Cibber to be put upon the title-page, as the author ; 
by this, a double impofition was intended: in the firft place, 
that it was the work of a Cibber at all; and, in the fecond 
place, that ic was the work of old Cibber,’ 

This account is very inaccurate. ‘The following ftatement 
of facts we know to be true, in every material circumitance.— 
Shiells was the principal collector and digefter of the materials 
for the work: but as he was very raw in authorfhip, an indif- 
ferent writer in profe *, and his language full of Scotticifms, 
Cibber, who was a clever, lively fellow +, and then foliciting 
employment among the bookfellers, was engaged to correct 


ten 





* He had a good tafte in poetry, and was author of fome poetical 
pieces: but they were of no great note. Thomfon was his model. 

+ Tue. was really an ingenious man; inheriting much of his fa- 
ther’s {pirit, his literary turn, and his difpofition for extravagance ; 
a great voluptuary ; and every way indifcreet in his condv&. He 
acknowleged that the following ze related of him, was a fact, viz. 
that once, when applying to his father, the Laureate, fora fupply 
of cath, the old gentleman faid ** The. you are an expenfive dog ! 
When I was of your age, I never fpent half fo much of my father’s 
money.” * Sir,”? faid young Gracelefs, ‘* I don’t know how that 
might be, but I know you have fpent a val deal of my father’s 
money. 
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the ftyle and diGtion of the whole work *, then intended to 
make only four vols. with power to alter, expunge, or add, as 
he liked. He was alfo to fupply notes, occafionally, efpecially 
concerning thofe dramatic poets with whom he had been chiefly 
converfant. He alfo engaged to write feveral of the Lives; 
which (as we are told,) he, accordingly, performed. He was 
farther ufeful in ftriking out all the Jacobitical and Tory fenti- 
ments, which Shiells had induftrioufly interfperfed wherever he 
could bring them in; —and, as the fuccefs of the work appeared, 
after all, very doubtful, he was contented with twenty-one pounds 
for his labour, befide a few fets of the books, to difperfe among 
his friends. —Shiells had nearly feventy pounds ; befide the ad- 
vantage of many of the beft lives in the work being commu- 
nicated by friends to the undertaking ; and for which Mr. 
Shiells had the fame confideration as for the reft, being paid by 
the fhect, for the whole. He was, however, fo angry with 
his Whiggifh fupervifor, (T'HE. like his father, being a vio- 
lent ftickler for the political principles which prevailed in the 
reign of George the Second,) for fo unmercifully mutilating his 
copy, and fcouting his politics, that he wrote Cibber a chal- 
lenge: but was prevented from fending it, by the publifher, 
who fairly laughed him out of his fury. The proprietors, too, 
were difcontented, in the end, on account of Mr. Cibber’s 
unexpeed induftry ; for his corrections and alterations in the 
proof-fheets were fo numerous and confiderable, that the printer 
made for them a grievous addition to his bill ; and, in fine, all 
parties were diflatisfied. On the whole, the work was pro- 
duiive of no profit to the undertakers ; who had agreed, in 
cafe of fuccefs, to make Cibber a prefent of fome addition to 
the twenty guineas which he had received, and for which his 
receipt is now in the bookfellers’ hands. We are farther af- 
fured, that he actually obtained an additional fum, when he, 
foon after, (in the year 1758,) unfortunately embarked for 
Dublin, on an engagement for one of the theatres there: but 
the fhip was caft away, and every perfon on board perifhed, 
There were about 60 paflengers, among whom was the Earl 
of Drogheda, with many other perfons of confequence and 
property. 

As to the alleged defign of making the compilement pafs for 
the work of old Mr. Cibber, the charge feems to have been 
founded on a fomewhat uncharitable conftru€tion. We are 





* ‘They were alfo defirous of fome name to it, difliking anonymous 
publications, efpecially to compilements ; and that of CipBER was 
deemed of better found than the name of SHIELLS, which was to- 
tally unknown to the public ; and Tue. accordingly confented. 
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aflured that the thought was not harboured by fome of the pro- 

rietors, who are ftill living, and we hope that it did not occur 
to the firft defigner of the work, who was alfo the printer of it; 
and who bore a refpectable character. 

We have been induced to enter, thus circumftantially, into 
the foregoing detail of faéts relating to the Lives of the Poets 
compiled by Mefirs, Cibber and Shiells, from a fincere regard 
to that facred principle of TruTH, to which Dr. Johnfon fo 
rigidly adhered, according to the beft of his knowlege ; and 
which, we believe, mo confideration would have prevailed on 
him to violate.—In regard to the matter, which we now dif- 
mifs, he had, no doubt, been mifled by partial and wrong in- 
formation: Shiells was the Doctor’s amanuenfis; he had 
quarrelled with Cibber ; it is natural to fuppofe that he told his 
ftory in his own way}; and it is certain that he was not “a 
very fturdy moralift.” 

Speaking of poets, and poetry, Johnfon declared that poetry 
is not tranflateable. Mr. B. had given his opinion, that the 
tranflation of poetry could be only imitation. The Do&or’s 
remark was this: 

* You may tranflate books of fcience exaétly. You may alfo 
tranflate hiftory, in fo far as it is not embellifhed with oratory, 
which is poetical. Poetry, indeed, cannot be tranflated; and, 
therefore, it is the poets that preferve languages ; for we would not 
be at the trouble to learn a language, if we could have all that is 
written in it juft as well ina tranflation. But as the beauties of 
poetry cannot be preferved in any language except that in which ic 
was originally written, we learn the language.’ 

This remark is certainly juft; and it may ftand as an apos 
logy for the general failure of tranflators, in their endeavours 
to transfufe the beauties of ancient poets into a modern Jan- 
guage, or from one modern language into another ; fince none 
can be totally condemned for not performing tmpoffibilities. Dr. 
Johnfon’s opinion may, however, have fome tendeney toward 
difcouraging future attempts at poetic tranflation:—in which 
cafe, the generality of readers, who have little learning, may 
be deprived of a confiderable portion of their literary entertain- 
ment and information. 

We were ftruck with the /ombre complexion of a remark 
which fell from Dr. Johnfon, on his vifiting, in company with 
our author, Lord Scarfdale’s fine feat, Keddleftone, near Derby. 
Mr.-B. was delighted with the magnificence of the building, 
with the extenfive park, and with the fine verdure, covered 
with deer, cattle, and fheep. The number of old oaks, of an 
immente fize, ¢ filled me, (fays he,) with a fort of re(pe&tful ad- 
miration: for one of them, fixty pounds was offered. The 
excellent fmooth gravel roads ; the large piece of water, formed 
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by his Lordhip from fome fmall brooks, with a handfome 
barge upon it; the venerable Gothic church, now the family 
chapel, juft by the houfe; in fhort, the grand groupe of ob- 
jects agitated and diftended my mind in a moft agreeable man- 
ner. ‘© One fhould think, {aid 1, that the proprietor of all this 
muft be happy.’ —** Nay, Sir, (faid Johnfon,) all this excludes 
but one evilmPoverty.” 

The remark of a lady on this grave and unfeafonable reflec- 
tion was admirable: ** It is true, all this excludes only one 
EVIL; but how much Goon does it let in!” Vol. IL. p. 148, 
the note. 

The following paffage, among a multitude of others, which 
might be feleéted from thefe multifarious volumes, will ferve to 
evince the amazing fertility and force of Johnfon’s imagination, 
even when employed on the moft common topics, and on fuch 
events as ulually pafs unnoticed by ordinary minds: 

Vol, II. p. 242, ‘ We talk’d,’ fays our biographer, ‘ of a gentle- 
man who, we apprehended, was gradually involving his circumitances, 
by bad management. Dr. Johnfon cbferved, that ‘* wafting a for- 
tune, is evaporation by a thoufand imperceptible means. If it were 
a itream, they would ftop it,—were he a gameiler, it could be faid 
he had hopes of winning. Were hea bankrupt in trade, he might 
have grown rich ; but he has neither fpirit to fpend, nor refolution to 
fpare. He does not fpend faft enough to have pleafure from it. He 
has the crime of prodigality, and the wretchednefs of parfimony. If 
a man is killed in a duel, he is killed as many a one has been killed; 
but it is a fad thing to lie down and die, to bleed to death, becauie 
he has not fortitude enough to fear the wound, oreven to fow it 
up.”’ --* Tcannot, adds Mr. B. but paufe a moment to admire the 
fecundity of fancy, and choice of language, which, in this inftance, 
and, indeed, on almolt all occafions, he dijplayed. It was well 
obdferved.by Dr. Percy, now Bifhopof Dromore, ** the converfation 
cf Dr. Johnfon is ttrong and clear, and may be compared to an 
antique flatue, where every vein and mufcle is diilinct and bold. 
Ordinary converfation refembles an inferior caft.”’ 

It is now time for us to clofe our excerpts from a work that 
contains an almoft inexhauftible ftore of wonderfully varied 
materials, from which not only this month’s Review, but many 
Reviews, might be amply enriched. The great difficulty that 
we have had to encounter, in giving a fketch of Mr. B.’s per- 
formance, (for it is but a mere outline of it that we could pre- 
tend to offer to our readers,) was, the felection of paflages, as 
proper fpecimens: but to convey an adequate idea of the ad- 
mirable fayings*, remarks, and literary correfpondence, of the 
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diftinguifhed genius whofe life, works, and converfation, are 
fie fubject of thefe volumes, was impofiible, within the limits of 
a periodical patip shlet of moderate fize. We muft, therefore, 
after all, refer, for farther fatisfaCtion, to Mr. Bofwell’s com- 
pilement at large ; in which the candid reader, who feeks for 
rational entertainment, and moral inftru@tion, wil! reap an abund- 
ant harveft; though he will, poffibly, meet with fome things 


that may neither prove acceptable to every tafte, nor fuit with 
every opinion.—\Ve now come to the promifed conclufion of 
this article—Mr. Bofwell’s general character of Dr. Johnfon *; 


fomewhat abbreviated, to fave room. 

‘ His figure was large, and well formed, and his countenance 
had the caft of an ancient itatue; yet his appearance was rendered 
fomewhat uncouth, by convulfive cramps, by the fcars of that dif- 
temper which it was once imagined the royal touch could cure +, 
and by a flovenly mode of drefs, He had the ufe of only one eye; 
yet fo much does mind govern and even fupply the deficiency of 
organs, that his vifual perceptions, as far as they extended, were 
uncommonly quick and accurate. So morbid was his temperament, 
that he never knew the natural joy of a free and vigorous ufe of his 
limbs: when he walk’d, it was like the ftrugeling gait of one in 
fetters ; when he rode, he had nocommand or direction of his horfe, 
but was carried asifina balloonf. ‘That, with his conftitution and 
habits of life, he fhould have lived feventy-five years, is a proof 
thac an inherent vivida vis is a powerfal prefervative of the human 
frame. 

‘ Man, (continues the biographer,) is, in general, made up of 
contradictory qualities, and thefe will ever thew themfelves in 
all the repetitions here given, of what was faid by him in the va- 
rious converfations that are rehearfed in this work ; and it is more- 
over to be obferved, that Mr. B. (a North Briton,) has fo feldom 
made the Do@or utter a Scotticifm! We have remarked, en paf- 
fant, but two inftances, viz. p. 26. of vol. ii. * The chaplain of a 
bifhop whom I was to aflilt in writing fome memoirs, could tell me 
ulmefi nothing.’ Again, ib. p. 1925 Addifon, in one of his Spec- 
tators, commends the judgment of a king, who rewarded a man 
who had attained the art of darting at ley-cerns through the eye ofa 
needle, by giving him a bufhel of barley; on which Johnfon re~ 
marked—** He has been a king of Scotland, where barley is fcarce.’ 

* Our author obferves, in a note, that mech of the original cha- 
racter of the Doctor, which was given of him in his (Mr. B ’s) Jour- 
nal of a Tour to the Hebrides, is here adopted. 

+ Johnion himfelf was a€tually touched, bur not cured, by Q. Anne. 


t Thofe who have feen the ungainly moucns of an air ballon be 








in the original fimplicity of its firft exhibitions, before the af'endeces 
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ftrange fueceffion, where a confiftency in appearance at leaft, if not 
in reality, has not been attained by long habits of philofophical 
difcipline. In proportion to the native vigor of the miad, the con- 
tradiftory qualities will be the more prominent, and more difficult 
to be adjulted; and therefore we are not to wonder that Johnfon 
exhibited an eminent example of this remark which I have made 
upon human nature. At different times he feemed a different man, 
in fome refpects ; not, however, in any great or effential article, 
on which he had fully employed his mind and fettled certain prin- 
ciples of duty, but only in his manners, and in difplays of argu- 
ment and fancy in his talk. He was prone to fuperitition, but not 
to credulity. Though his imagination might incline him to a be- 
lief of the marvellous and the myfterious, his vigorous reafon exa- 
mined the evidence with jealoufy. He was a fincere and zealous 
Chriftian, of high church of England and monarchical principles, 
which he would not tamely fuffer to be queftioned ; and had, per- 
haps, at an early period, narrowed his mind fomewhat too much, 
both as to religion and politics. His being impreffed with the dan- 
ger of extreme latitude in either, though he was of a very inde- 
pendent fpirit, occafioned his appearing fomewhat unfavourable to 
the prevalence of that noble freedom of fpirit which is the beft pof- 
feflion of man. Nor can it be denied that he had many prejudices, 
which, however, frequently fuggefted many of his pointed fayings, 
that rather thew a playfulnefs of fancy, than any fettled malignity. 
Hewas fteady and inflexiblein maintaining the obligations of religion 
and morality, both from a regard for the order of fociety, and frorh 
a veneration for the Great Source of all order ; correét, nay flern in 
his talte ; hard to pleafe, and eafily offended ; impetuous and itritable 
in his temper, but of a humane and benevolent heart, which fhewed 
itfelf not only in a moft liberal charity, as far as his circumftances 
would allow, but in a thoufand inftances of active benevolence. He 
was afflicted with a bodily difeafe which made him reftlefs and fret- 
ful, and wich a conftitutional melancholy, the clouds of which 
darkened the brightnefs of his fancy, and gave a gloomy caft to the 
whole courfe of his thinking: we therefore ought not to wonder at 
bis fallies of impatience and paffion, efpecially when provoked by 
obtrufive ignorance, or prefuming petulance; and allowance mutt 
be made for his uttering hafty and fatirical fallies, even againft his 
beft friends. And furely, when it is confidered that ‘* amidft fick- 
nefs and forrow,”’ he exerted his faculties in fo many works for the 
benefit of mankind, and particularly that he achieved the great and 
admirable Dictionary of our language, we mutt be aftonifhed at his 
refolution, The folemn text ‘‘ of him to whom much is given, 
much will be required,” feems to have been ever prefent to his 
mind, in a rigorous fenfe, and to have made him diflatisfied with 
his labours, and acts of goodnefs, however comparatively great ; fo 
that the anavoidable confcioufnefs of his fuperiority was, in that 
refpect, a caufe of difquiet. He fuffered fo much from this, and 
from the gloom which perpetually haunted him, and made folitude 
frightful, that it may be faid of him, ‘* if im this life only he had 
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hope, he was of ail men mott miferable.” He loved praife * when 
it was brought to him, but was too proud to feek for it. He was 


fomewhat fafceptidle of flattery. As he was general and uncon- 
fined in his fludies, he cannot be confidered as mafter of any one 
articular {cience; bur he had accumulaced a vait and various col- 
Jeftion of learning and knowlege, which was fo arranged in his 
mind, as to be everin readinefs to be brought forth. His fuperi- 
ority over other learned men confifted chiefly in what may be calied 
the art-of thinking, the art of ufing his mind; a certain continual 
power of feizing the ulefa! fubftance of all that he knew, and ex- 
hibiting it in a clear and forcible manner; fo that knowlege which 
we often fee to be no better than Jumber in men of dull underftand- 
ings, was, in him, true, evident, and actual wifdom. His moral 
precepts are practical, for they are drawn from an intimate acquaint- 
ance with human nature. His maxims carry conviction; for they 
are founded on the bafis of common fenfe. His mind was fo full of 
imagery, that he might have been perpetually a poet; yet it is re- 
markable, that however rich his profe is, in that refpect, the poeti+ 
cal pieces which he wrote were in general not fo, but rather ftrong 
fentiments, and acute obfervation, conveyed in good verfe, parti- 
¢ularly in heroic couplets. ‘hough ufvaily grave and even careful 
in his deportment, he poffeffed uncommon and peculiar powers of 
wit and humour ; he frequently indulged himfelf in colloquial plea- 
fantry; and the heartielt merriment was often enjoyed in his com- 
pany: with this preat advantage, that it was entirely free from any 
poifonous tinéture of vice or impiety ; 1t was jalutary to thofe who 
fhared in it. He had accuftomed himfelf to fuch accuracy in his 
common converfation, that he, at all times, delivered himfelf with 
a force, and elegant choice of expreflion, the effect of which was 
aided by his having a loud voice, and a flow deliberate utterance. 
He united a moit logical head with a moft fertile imagination, which 
gave him an extraordinary advantage in arguing; for he could 
reafon clofe or wide, as he faw beft for the moment. Exulting in 
his intelleStual ftrength and dexterity, he could, when he pleated, 
be the greateft fophift that ever contended in the lifts of declamatioa ; 
and from a fpirit of contradiction, and a delight in fhewing his powers, 
he would often maintain the wrong fide with equal warmth and in- 
enuity; fo that when there was an audience, his real opinions 
could feldom be gathered from his talk; though, when he was in 
company with a fingle friend, he would difcufs a fubject with ge- 
nuine fairnefs. But he was too confcientious to make error perma- 
nent, and pernicious, by deliberately writing it’; and in all his 
numerous works he earneltly inculcated what appeared to him to be 
the truth. His piety was conftant, and was the ruling principle of 
his condu&t; and the more we confider his character, we fhai! be 
the more cifpofed to regard him with admiration and reverence,’ 





* Who that is confcious of having aéted commendably, can 
poflibly be indifferent to the praife which laudable intention and good 
condudt delerve; and which is as much the juft reward of meri, of 
whatever kind, as money is in compentation for.labour ? 
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Such is Mr. B.’s pourtraiture of this truly extraordinary man! 
the drawing of which we conlider as fufficiently accurate, and 
the colouring as very little overcharged, or heightened ; although 
a favourable likenefs was, perhaps, (as we have already inti- 
mated, in the out-fet of the prefent article,) in fome degree 
intended :—as far, we mean to fay, as might feem confiftent 
with the truth of refemblance,—and no farther. On the whole, 
we cannot but confider the great ORIGINAL as really a wonder- 
ful and highly eftimable charaler! As for the inelegance of _, 
his perfon, and the general boifteroufnefs of his manner, when 
not in his pleafant moods and fofter moments,—thefe are, 
comparatively, in our opinion, circumftances of fo little account, 
that we fhall conclude with repeating what was once admirably 
faid of him, by the late Dr. Horne, bifhop of Norwich, and 
here recorded by our biographer *:—‘* To reject wifdom, be- , 
caufe the perfon of him who communicates it is uncouth, and 
his manners are inelegant ;—what is it, but to throw away a 
pine-apple, and affign for a reafon, the roughnefs of its coat?” 


g | 


Art. XII. The Romance of the Fore: interfperfed with fome 
Pieces of Poetry. By Mrs. Radcliffe, Authorefs of ‘* The Sici- 
lian Romance,” &¢. 3 Vols. 12mo. gs. fewed. Hookham. #791. 

TH days of chivalry and romance being (Azas! as Mr, 

Burke fays,) for ever paft, we muft hear no more of en- sy 
chanted forefts and caftles, giants, dragons, walls of fire, and 
other ** monftrous and prodigious things ;”—yet ftill forefts 
and cafiles remain, and it is ftill within the province of fiGtion, 
without overitepping the limits of nature, to make ufe of them 
for the purpofe of creating furprife. By the aid of an in- 
ventive genius, much may ftill be done, even in this philofo- 
phical age, to fill the fancy with marvellous images, and to 

** quell the foul with gratetul terrors.” 

In this way, the authorefs of the Romance of the Foreft is 
no mean performer. We have not been able to follow her 
through the rapid fucceflion of woody glens, tufted battle- 
ments, long-drawn aifles, and foattered fragments of ancient 
grandeur, without exclaiming, | 

‘* How thefe antique towers and vacant courts 
Chill the fufpended foul, til! expectation 
Cast Wears the fave of fear!” 

The principal perfonage of the romance, Adeline, is a highly- 
interefting character, whom the writer conduts through a fe- 
ries of alarming fituations, and hair- breadth efcapes, in which 
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fhe has very fkilfully contrived to hold the reader’s curiofity 
continually in fufpenfe, and at the fame time to keep his feel- 
ings in a ftate of perpetual agitation. Through the whole of 
the firft two volumes, all is bufinefs, hazard, and alarm. Se- 
veral charaéters, marked with different degrees of folly or cri- 
minality, are drawn with bold and decifive ftrokes ; and thefe 
are contrafted with others, whofe amiable qualities relieve the 
horrors of the fcene, and render the picture, on the whole, 
pleafing. Inthe third volume, after Adeline has been toft on 
the ftormy fea of misfortune, with fcarcely a moment’s refpite, 
when her fpirit is almoft broken down with diftrefs, fhe finds a 
calm retreat, in which fhe enjoys a long interval of fweet re- 
pofe, and of which the reader gladly partakes; till at length 
new fcenes of furprize, diftrefs, and joy, are opened; through 
which it is impoffible for a reader, not totally devoid of fenfibi- 
lity, to accompany her without ftrong emotions. 

As a very confiderable part of the merit of this work confifts 
in the happy manner in which the authorefs has concealed the 
termination of the plot till the laft éclairci/ffement, we fhall not 
deprive our readers of the pleafure which they will derive from 
the firft perufal, by drawing an outline of the ftory. We fhall 
only fay, that we have feldom met with a flion which has 
more forcibly fixed the attention, or more agreeably interefted 
the feelings, throughout the whole narrative. As a fpecimen 
of Mrs. R.’s profe ftyle, which is natural and eafy, and (ex- 
cept two or three overfights,) very corre€t, we fhall give her 
defcription of the character and fituation of a worthy clergyman 
and his family : 

‘In the village of Leloncourt, celebrated for its picturefque fitua- 
tion at the foot of the Savoy Alps, lived Arnaud La Luc, a clergy- 
man, defcended from an ancient family of France, whofe decayed for- 
tunes occafioned them to feek a retreat in Switzerland, in an age 
when the violence of civil commotion feldom fpared the conquered. 
He was minifter of the village, and equally loved for the piety and 
benevolence of the Chriftian as refpected for the dignity and eleva- 
tion of the philofopher. His was the philofophy of nature, direéted 
by common fenfe. He defpifed the jargon of the modern fchools 
and the brilliant abfurdities of fyftems, which have dazzled without 
enlightening, and guided without convincing, their difciples. 

‘ His mind was penetrating ; his views extenfive; and his fyf- 
tems, like his religion, were fimple, rationaj, and fublime. The 
people of his parifh looked up to him as to a father; for while 
~ precepts directed their minds, his example touched their 

Carts. 

‘ In early youth La Lue loft a wife, whom he tenderly loved. 
This event threw a tincture of foft and interefting melancholy over 
his character, which remained when time had mellowed the remem- 
brance that occafioned it. Philofophy had ftrengthened, not hard- 
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ened, his heart: it enabled him to refilt the preffure of affifion, 
rather than to overcome it. 

‘ Calamity taught him to feel with peculiar fympathy the dif- 
trefles of others. His income from the parifh was fmal], and what 
remained from the divided and reduced eftates of his anceftors did 
not much increafe it; but though he could not always relieve the 
neceflities of the indigent, his tender pity and holy converfation 
feldom failed in adminiftering confolation to the mental fufferer. 
On thefe occafions the {weet and exquifite emotions of his heart 
have often induced him to fay, that could the voluptvary be once 
fenfible of thefe feelings, he would never after forego ‘* the luxury 
of doing good.”—** Ignorance of true pleafure,”’ he would fay, 
‘« more frequently than temptation to that which is falfe, leads to 
vice.” 

‘ La Luc had one fon and a daughter, who were too young, 
when their mother died, to lament their lofs. He loved them with 

uliar tendernefs, as the children of her whom he never ceafed to 
deplore ; and it was for fome time his fole amufement to obferve the 
gradual unfolding of their infant minds, and to bend them to virtue. 
His was the deep and filent forrow of the heart ; his complaints he 
never obtruded upon others; and very feldom did he even mentioa 
his wife. His grief was too facred for the eye of the vulgar. Often 
he retired to the deep folitude of the mountains, and amid their f{o- 
Jemn and tremendous {cenery would brood over the remembrance of 
times paft, and refign himfelf to the luxury of grief. On his re- 
turn from thefe little excurfions he was always more placid and con- 
tented, ‘A fweet tranquillity, which arofe almoft to happinefs, was 
diffufed over his mind, and his manners were more than ufually be- 
nevolent. As he gazed on his children, and fondly kiffed them, a 
tear would fometimes fteal into his eye, but it was a tear of tender 
regret, unmingled with the darker qualities of forrow, and was moft 
precious to his heart. 

*« On the death of his wife he received into his houfe a maiden 
fifter, a fenfible, worthy woman, who was deeply interefted in the 
happinefs of her brother. Her affectionate attention and judicious 
conduct anticipated the effect of time in foftening the poignancy of 
his diftrefs, and her unremitted care of his children, while it proved 
the goodnefs of her own heart, attracted her more clofely to his. 

‘ It was with inexpreflible pleafure that he traced in the infant 
features of Clara the refemblance of her mother. The fame gentle- 
nefs of manner and the fame fweetnefs of difpofition foon difplay- 
ed themfelves; and as the grew up her actions frequently reminded 
him fo ftrongly of his loft wife as to fix him in reveries, which ab- 
forbed all his fou). 

* Engaged in the duties of his parifh, the education of his chil- 
dren, and in philofophic refearch, his years paffed in tranquillity. 
The tender melancholy with which affliction had tinétured his mind 
was, by. long indulgence, become dear to him, and he would not 
have relinquifhed it for the brighteft dream of airy happinefs. 
When any pafling incident difturbed him, he retired for confolation 
to the idea of her he fo faithfully loved, and yielding to a gentle, 
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and what the world would call a romantic fadnefs, gradually reaf- 
fumed his compofure. ‘This was the fecret luxury to which he 
withdrew from temporary difappointment—the folitary enjoyment 
which diffipated the cloud of care, and blunted the fling of vexa- 
tion— which elevated his mind above this world, and opened to his 
view the fublimity of another. 

‘ The fpot he now inhabited, the furrounding fcenery, the ro- 
mantic beauties of the neighbouring walks, were dear to La Luc, 
for they had once been loved by Clara; they had been the fcenes 
of her tendernefs and of his happinefs. 

‘ His chateau ftood on the borders of a {mall lake that was al- 
moft environed by mountains of ftupendous height, which, fhooting 
into a variety of grotefque forms, compofed a fcenery fingularly fo- 
lemn and fublime. Dark woods, intermixed with bold projections 
of rock, fometimes barren, and fometimes covered with the purple 
bloom of wild flowers, impended over the lake, and were feen in 
the clear mirror of its waters. The wild and Alpine heights which 
rofe above were either crowned with perpetual fnows, or exhibited 
tremendous crags and maffes of folid rock, whofe appearance was 
continually changing as the rays of light were varioufly reflected on 
their furface, and whofe fummits were often wrapt in impenetrable 
mifts. Some cottages and hamlets, fcattered on the margin of the 
Jake, or feated in piéturefque points of view on the rocks above, 
were the only objects that reminded the beholder of humanity. 

‘ On the fide of the lake, nearly oppofite to the chateau, the 
mountains receded, and a long chain of Alps was feen ftretching in 
perfpective. ‘lheir innumerable tints and fhades, fome veiled in 
blue mifts, fome tinged with rich purple, and others glittering in 
partial light, gave luxurious and magical colouring to the fcene, 

‘ The chateau was not large, but it was convenient, and was 
characterifed by an air of eiegant fimplicity and good order. The 
entrance was a {mall hall, which, opening by a glafs door into the 
garden, afforded a view of the lake, with the magnificent fcenery 
exhibited on its borders. On the left of the hall was La Luc’s 
itudy, where he ufually pafled his mornings; and adjoining was a 
{mall room fitted up with chymicel apparatus, aftronomical inftru- 
ments, and other implements of {cience. On the right was the fa- 
mily parlour, and behind it a room which belonged exclufively to 
Madame La Luc. Here were depofited various medicines and bota- 
nical diitillanons, together with the apparatus for preparing them. 
From this room the whole village was liberally fupplied with phy- 
fical comfort; for it was the pride of Madame to believe herfelf 
fkilful in relieving the diforders of her neighbours. 

‘ Behind the chateau rofe a tuft of pines, and in front a gentle 
declivity, covered with verdure and flowers, extended to the lake, 
whoie waters flowed even with the grafs, and gave frefhnefs to the 
acacias that waved over its furface. Flowering fhrabs, intermingled 
with mountain ath, cyprefs, and ever-green oak, marked the bounde 
ary of the garden.’ 

I'rom the original verfes interfperfed through the work, we 
can only allow room for the following highly poetical lines: 
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‘SONG or a SPIRIT. 

In the fightlefs air I dwell, 

On the floping fun-beams play ; 
Delve the cavern’s inmoft cell, 

Where never yet did day-light ftray : 
Dive beneath the green fea waves, 

And gambol in the briny deeps ; 
Skim ev’ry fhore that Neptune laves, 

From Laplard’s plains to India’s {teeps. 
Oft I mount with rapid force 

Above the wide earth’s fhadowy zone ; 
Follow the day-ftar’s flaming courfe 

Through realms of fpace to thought unknown : 


And liiten to celeftial founds 

That {well the air unheard of men, 
As I watch my nightly rounds 

O’er woody fteep, and filent glen. 
Under the fhade of waving trees, 

On the green bank of fountain clear, 
At penfive eve I fit at eafe, 

While dying mafic murmurs near. 
And oft, on point of airy clift, 

That hangs upon the weitern main, 
I watch the gay tints pafling {wift, 

And twilight veil the liguid plain. 
Then, when the breeze has funk away, 
And ocean {fcarce is heard to lave, 

For me the fea-nymphs foftly play 
Their dulcet fhells beneath the wave, 


Their dulcet fhells! I hear them now, 
Slow {wells the ftrain upoo mine ear ; 
Now faintly falls—now warbles low, 
Til! rapture melts into a tear. 
The ray that filvers o’er the dew, 
And trembles through the leafy fhade, 
And tints the fcene with fofter hue, 
Calls me to rove the lonely glade ; 


Or hie me to fome ruin’d tower, 
Faintly fhewn by moon-lighc gleam, 
Where the lone wanderer owns my power 
In fhadows dire that fub{tance feem ; 


In thrilling founds that murmur woe, 
And paufing filence makes more dread ; 
In mufic breathing from below 
Sad folemn ftrains, that wake the dead. 
Unfeen I move—unknown am fear’d ! 
Fancy’s wildeft dreams | weave ; 
And oft by bards my voice is heard 
‘Fo die along the gales of eve.’ 
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Several other poetic pieces, of at lea% equal merit, are intro- 
duced in the courfe of the romance, particularly, Titania to her 


Love,—and Morning on the Sea foore. E 
. 
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Art. XIII. Examination of an Apjeal from the New to the Old 
Whigs; to which is prenxed an Introduction, containing Re- 
marks on Mr. Burke’s Letter to a Member of the National Af- 
femb!ly. By W. Belfham, Efq. Aothor of Efiys Philofophical, 
Hiftorical, and Literary. Svo. pp. 102. 2s. 6d. Dilly. 1792. 


or only the two publications mentioned in the title, but 
4N  aifo feveral pafiages in Mr. Burke’s celebrated ** Reflec- 
tions,” are here criticized, with {pirit and ability. ‘The 
oreateft fhare of Mr. Belfham’s attention, however, as might 
be expected, is beftowed on the Appeal: of which both the ar- 
guments and the authorities are thewn to have much lefs weicht 
than is attributed to them by the author. Several of Mr. 
Burke’s inconfiftencies are pointed out ; and, in particular, the 
abfurdity of his founding 2n alarm both in and out of parlia- 
ment, and affirming, in the moflt pofitive terms, that ** a 
wicked faction was incorporated for a purpofe nothing fhort of 
fubverting the whole contftitution of this kingdom;? when, as 
Mr. Belfham remarks, Mr. Burke’s own writings, formerly 
publifhed, abound with language as beld and pointed, as any 
which he would now repreient as being fo factious, feditious, 


and even treafonable. 

In the celebrated pamphlet entitled ‘* Thoughts on the Caufes 
of the prefent Difcontents,” Mr. Burke, it appears, was once 
of opinion, 

«« That the virtue, fpirit, and eflence of the Houfe of Commons, 
confifts in its being the exprefs image of the feelings of the natfon,. 
An addrefling Houfe of Commons, and a petitioning nation: an 
Houfe of Commons full of conficence, when the nation is piunged 
in defpair’; who vote thanks, when the peblic opinion calls upon 
them for impeachments ; who are eager to grant, when the general 
voice demands account; who, in ali cifputes between the People 
and Adminiftration, prefume againit the people; who punith their 
diforders, but refufe even to enquire into che provocations to them; 
this is an unnatural, a monttrous {late of things in this Conftitution, 
Such an Affembly is not to any popular purpofe an Houle of Com- 
mons. This change from a ftate of delegation to a courle of acting 
as from original power, is the way in which all popular magiftracies 
in the world have been perverted.”” And he tells us, ** that, for 
his part, he fhall be compelied to conclude rhe principle of Parlia- 
ment to be totally corrupted, and therefore its ends to be entirely de- 
Seated, when he percei:es two fymptoms:—firll, a rule of indifcri- 
minate fupport to all Minifters; and fecondly, the fexting up any 
Claims adverfe to the right of a free election.” 
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Havine obferved that Mr. Burke undertook to prove that 
thefe two fymptoms did exift at that time, Mr. Belfham atks, 
‘ if the principle of parliament is totally corrupted and its ends 
entirely defeated, what more can be wanting to juilify any man 
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in ftyling it ** a mockery of reprefentation ! 

In the fame work, Mr. Burke fcruples not to afiert, that 

«* In the fituation in which we jland, with an immenfe revenue, 
an enormous debt, and mighty eltablifhments, he fees no o.her way 
for the prefervation of a decent attention to public intereit in the 
repreientative body, but the rnreRxrosiriow of the people, when- 
ever it fhall appear co be neceflary to hold the Conititution to its 
true principles. ‘The dillempers of Monarchy were the great fub- 
jets of apprehenfion and redrefs in the Jatt century—in this, the 
dittempers of Parliament; and it is notin the Parliament alone, that 
the remedy for parliamentary diforders can be compieted. ‘* Hardly 
indeed can it begin there.””—** It is not,” fays he, ‘* fupport that is 
wanting to Government; it is reformation.” 

Again, 

*¢ Critical exigencies will arife. This, iff am not miftaken, is 
oneofihem. Men will fee the neceflity of honelt combination: but 
they may fee it when itis too late; and they may at length find 
themfelves under the neceflity of consriainG, inftead of con- 
fulting.” 

On thefe fentiments, which, as coming from the author of 
*© Reflections upon the French Revolution,” muft appear truly 
fingular and extraordinary to every reader, Mr. Belfham very 
juitly obferves : 


*‘ When I read thefe, and fimilar paflages, I confefs myfelf loft 
in indignation and aftonifhment atthe matchlefs effrontery of aman, 
who, in his angry moods, can indulge himfelf in fuch unbounded 
licence of fpeech ; and yet affeét to apprehend danger from, and 
dare to impute criminal difaffection to, thofe who, in comparifon 
with himfelf, may be confidered as guarded and cautious writers. 
What a torrent of furious and malignant declamation would not 
this political Proreus have poured forth, had Dr. Price or Dr. 
Prieftley talked of the probable neceflity of con/piring againft the 
Governmenc, or recommended an interpofition of the people as the 
only means of reftrainisog the unconftitutional innovations of the 
legiflative body ?? 

As we obferved in our account of this author’s Hiftoric Me- 
moir on the French Revolution, fo we muft remark here, that, 
in {peaking of Mr. Burke, he, at times, is rather too harfh and 
fevere. We with him to recollect that juftice lofes none of its 
power, while it gains much in refpectability, by being tempered 


with mercy. Riw:e. 
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Ant. XIV. Letters on the Slave-Trade, and the State of the Na- 
tives in thofe Parts of Africa which are contiguous to Fore Se. 
Louis and Goree, written at Paris in December 1789 and Ja- 
nuary 1790. By T.Clarkion. 4to. pp. 81. 5s. Boards. 
Phillips. 1791- 

reo reconcile the minds of the public to the odious traffic 
i profecuted by Europeans on the coaft of Africa, it has 
been afferted that the condition of the negroes is not rendered 
worfe by the flave-trade: but if the information here conveyed 
merits any credit, this is very far indeed from being the truth ; 
and it muft be owned that the quarter whence it comes entitles 
it to belief. The circumftances which Mr. Clarkfon relates 
in thefe letters from Paris, were carefully collected by him, as 
he tells us, from Monf. Geoffroy de Villeneuve, a gentleman 
of fortune and family who accompanied the Chevalier de Bouf- 
flers, in the capacity of aid-de-camp, during his refidence as 
Governor of Goree. Having a great curiofity to learn the 
cuftoms and manners of a people but little known, he undertook 
embaffies and expeditions of obfervation, for the governor; andhe 
penetrated a confiderable way into the interior parts of the vaft 
and unexplored continent of Africa. He was in this part of 
the world during two years, and had better opportunities of 
knowing the real ftate of things there, than moft other African 
travellers. He kept a journal, as Mr. Clarkfon farther informs 
us, of all that he heard and faw on the fpot; and left he may 
be confidered as biafled by party, we are aflured that thefe facts 
were collected previoufly to the agitation of the queftion of the 
flave-trave. “Thus much as to the authenticity of the informa- 
tion. 

As to himfelf, the reporter of this knowlege to the public, 
Mr. Clarkion fays that he attended M. de Villeneuve feveral 
times on the fubject ; and that what he wrote down one morn- 
ing, ¢ though, from his own mouth,’ he fubmitted to M. de V.’s 
in{peCtion on the fecond, and fometimes even on the third ; and 
when any doubt arofe, the journal was confulted. Such evi- 
dence we have no reafon to hefitate in admitting ; and yet it 
would have been more fatisfactory, had M. de Villeneuve pub- 
lifhed his own narrative. This is however an abundantly more 
authentic teftimony, than that which Mr. Lucas has exhibited 
in The African Refearches ; and it will be more readily received, 
becaufe it is more credible. M. de V. faw nothing to corro- 
borate the wonderful teftimony of Mr. Lucas’s informant. 

The facts related in thefe letters are defigned as a reply to 


the two following queflions : 
I. What are the different methods of making flaves of fuch 


perfons as come into the hands of the French, by means of 
heir eftablifhmenis at Fort St. Louis and Goree ? 


II, What 
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II. What is the ftate of fociety, in which the natives bor- 
dering on thefe eftablifhments may be faid to live ? 

The information colleéied by Mr. Clarkfon, in his conver- 
fations with M. de Villeneuve, refers chiefly to the countries 
extending along the coaft from the mouth of the Gambia to 


99 


that of the Senegal. It is afferted, that the grand mode of ob- 
taining flaves in the diftrifis or kingdoms of Sallum, Sin, and 
Cayor, is the GREAT PILLAGE, which is executed by the mili- 
tary, at the command of their refpective kings: 

© It is fo fyftematically practifed, and it is a fource fo much more 
fertile than any other of fupplying flaves, that from the conflant 
experience of thofe refident on the coait of Africa, into whole hands 
the flaves have ufually fallen, the following has pafled into a rule. 
About one hundred and twenty may be contidered as pillaged out 
of the two hundred from Sallum, about forty out of the hundred 
from Sin, and about one hundred and twenty again out of the two 
hundred from Cayor; that is to fay, out of the five hundred fent 
from thefe countries in one year, two hundred and eighty may be 
confidered as having been seduced to flavery by means of the Great 
Pillage. 

« The way of practifing the Great Pillage is as follows: When 
any of thefe kings are in want of flaves, and intend to procure them 
in this manner, they aflemble their military, coniilling of horfe and 
foot. Thefe are armed with fabres, lances, bows and arrows, piltols 
and guns. The number they aflemble is proportionate to their own 
ftrength, and the ftrength of the village to be attacked. The hour 
of calling them together for this purpofe is uncertain. It depends 
on the difiance of the village whofe inhabitants are deftined for the 
prey. This village is fometimes near. It is at other times far off, 
and perhaps at the diftance of a journey of four days. ‘The rule, 
however, upon fuch occafions is, to fet out at fuch a time, as to come 
wpon it in the dead of night. The villages in thele countries are 
open, and have no breaft-work or defence. 

* As foon as the military arrive at the deftined place, which is as 
before deicribed in the dead of night, they furround it, but never 
attack it at that time. They wait always till the dawn of day. It 
is then that the women rife, and employ themfelves in pounding 
millet for the purpo'e of reducing it to cufcus, to ferve as bread. 
The found of the peftle is the fignal for the attack. The military 
directly rufh in and feize all they can. There are many reafons 
why they make their attack at this hour: firft, becaule being dawn 
of day, they can fee better: fecondly, becaufe though the women 
are up, the men are in bed, and the doors of the huts are opened : 
and thircly, becaufe the negroes in this part of the world, never 
like to perform any enterprize in the night. 

‘ It fometimes happens that the kings accompany their troops in 
perfon. Itiscuftomary for them, however, not to enter the village. 
They remain always on the outfide till the bufinefs is over. 

‘ As foon as the unfortunate inhabitants are captured, they are 
driven off. ‘The men and women are made to walk. The children 
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are put on horfeback. If the journey fhould be two or three days 
long, as it fometimes happens to be, they are driven or carried to 
one of the king’s villages which lie in the way at night. There they 
gre made to lie. The inhabirants are obliged to turn our for them, 
orto find them room. ‘The captives are always guarded In the 
morning they fet off again. In this way they travel till they get to 
the king’s refidence, which they enter with the found of drums, 
horns, and other inftruments of their coun:ry-mufick, which the 
military take with them from home upon fuch occafions.’ 


That the chief fupply cf the flave-trade is this Great Pillage, 
may be gathered from a fact afterward mentioned ; that Daniel, 
king of Cayor, once fent out four thoufand of his foldiers ata 
time on this bufinefs. 

Though by far the greater proportion of flaves are procure 
in this way, Mr. Clarkfon does not ailert, on the authority of 
his informant, that this is the only fource of flavery: he ob- 
ferves, that the Africans are reduced to this condition, by private 
robbery, by war, or by way of punifhment for actual or fup- 
poled crimes ; of thefe crimes, adultery appears to be the firft. 

The Moors, inhabiting the northern banks of the Senegal, 
contribute to the fupply of the flave market. ‘The following 
is their mode of feizing and fecuring the negroes: 


‘ Thefe people go out in bodies of five or fix. They crofs the 
Senegal at-Cor, and other places, when they propofe to iteal the 
inhabitants from Ovalo, ‘This river they crofs by fwimming, both 
themicives and their horfes. ‘That their arms and ammunition 
may be kept dry, they make a {mall bed of ftiaw, in which they 
place their mufkets, piftols, and daggers, and pufli it before, or 
drag it after them acrcfs the ftream, When over, they mount their 
hories, and, galloping acrofs a {mall part of the country of the in- 
dependent Poules, they arrive in the kingdom of Oualo. ‘They 
then advance inio the country for two or three leagues, fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs, according to the plan of their expedi- 
tions. 

‘ If thefe barbarians meet with any negroes in their way, they 
feize (hem ; if not, the following is the mode purfued. They con- 
ceal themfelves and their horfes in the woods near the different vil- 
lages where they feek their prey. If folitary men, or if women and 
children fhould come out, they ruth from their hiding places, feize 
them, and gallop off. If, on the other hand, five or fix men 
fhould come out mixed with women and children, they difcharge 
all their mufkets at once, kill the men, and gallop off with the 
reft. In the cafe of women and children, who are made captives, 
they tie thefe behind them on horfeback, ‘The body of the woman 
or child touches the back of the Moor, to which it is faflened by 
one of their country cords. The Moor, while gallopisg, has al- 
ways one of the hands of the woman or child in his own, the fingers 
of which he bites, either by way of punifhment, or with a view of 
filencing them, fhould they attempt to create an alarm by noite. 
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The men rre often tied by the hands to the tails of the horfes, 
and pulled along, the riders on the one hand whipping the 
hories on, ana other Moors fol!: wing the Negroes with a whip 
behind, on the other. At other times they are bound to the 
back of a camel, which thele robbers take wih them, when their 
incurfions do not extrnd far from the river. Carrying of their 
booty in this manner, they repair as quickly as poilible to the 
Moorith tents.’ 

The refult of the whole is, that thofe who are made 
flaves by way of criminal punifhment, bear a very fmall pro- 
portion to thofe who are doomed to mifery by treachery and 
force. 

In replying to the fecond queftion, an amufing account is 
given of the different orders of fociety among the Africans ; 
which are four: the king, the blood-royal, the people, and 
their flaves ; the proportion, however, of flaves to free men, in 
the countries of Sallum, Sin, and Cayor, is not more than one 
to fifteen hundred; nor is their condition very diftinguifhable 
from that of their matters. Now, if this ftatement and cal- 
culation be juft, the multitudes annually purchafed by the ru- 
ropean traders in human flefh cannot all be thofe who were 
previoufly flaves; nor can it with truth be afferted, even pro- 
vided that this was a fact, that the flave-trade does not place 
them in a fituation worfe than their former ftate. Slavery in 
Africa appears to be happine(s itfelf, compared with flavery in 
the Weft Indies. 

By the account, alfo, which is now before us, the Africans 
are not that indolent race, nor fuch total ftrangers to the com- 
forts of focial life, as they are commonly reprefented. Mr. 
Clarkfon divides their employments into thofe which are ffa- 
tisnary and thofe which are itinerant. Under the firft, he in- 
cludes agriculture, which is confined to the growth of millet, 
cotton, and indigo; and in which bufinefs they are occupied 
for the months of July, Auguft, September, Odtober, No- 
vember, December, and May; in the intermediate months, 
they betake themfelves to other ftationary employments, fuch 
as manufacturing mats and foap, which latter is made of certain 
snfecis and greafe. ‘To thefe may be added, firing, and mak- 
ing falt. 

Under the head of the itinerant employments of the Africans, 
mention is made of workers in gola, or goldimiths, who work 
with great neatnefs, and are generally found in the courts of 
kings ; of fmiths, who travel from village to village to manu- 
facture the inflruments employed in hufbandry ; of dyers ; of 
comedians to the king; theie alfo work cotton into cloth in their 
portable looms, and make leather fcabbards for knives, dag 
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gers, and fwords, fmall faddles, pouches, fandals, grifgris * 
and other articles; and laftly of conjurers. 

To this scienel of the ftate of fociety in Africa, a particular 
defcript ion is added, illuftrated with a plate, of the village of 
P ortud. il on the coatt. 

On the whole of the evidence here laid before the public, 
Mr. Clarkfon makes fome judicious oblervations. in the con- 
cluding letter. He combats the feveral arguments adduced ia 
vindication of the flave-trade, reprobates the conduct of the 
Europeans, and concludes with recommending to the fove- 
reigns of Europe the illuftrious example of the wife and vir- 
tuous Almammy, an African prince, mentioned in p. 31. of 
thefe letters; who, though trained up in a land of flavery, 
prohibited the fale of the perfons of men, and not only rejected 
the prefe nts offered him by the Europeans to induce him to en- 
gage in this trafic, but forbade the paflage of flaves from the 
interior parts through his own dominions, 

Humanity and juftice feem to demand the abolition of the 
flave-trade. “The more deeply and minutely this fubject is in- 
veftigated, the more odious it will appear: yet it is an evil, in 
the removal of which the greateft wifdom and prudence ought 
to be exercifed ; and we prefume to indulge the hope that the re- 
moval, and the meafures confequent on it, will occafion as much 
happinefs to Africa, as its continuance has been produétive of 
mifery ; and that, as, in the proceedings of Providence, good 
cenerally flows out of evil, the flave-trade will be the bitter root 
whence may {pring the bleffings of knowlege and civilization 
to a long degraded race, occupying a vatt | pare of the globe, 
which Europeans have hitherto vifited only to tlrew with hor- 


ror and mifery. Moo +: 





Art. XV. The Baviad, 2 Paraphraftic Imitation of the Firft Sa- 
tre of Perfius. 8vo. pp. sit. 2s. Faulder. 1791. 

AS there are no plants which are more prone to degenerate, 

and to throw: out wild fhoots, than thofe of } Parnaflus, 
they, of all others, require the pruning-knife of criticifm. 
ven thofe poets, who are far from being deftitute of genius, 
difcover an extreme aptitude to overlook fenfe, for the fake of 
a pleafing ow of words; and to miftake fuftian and bombaft 
for elevated dition and true fublimity. To poets, however, 
this vice in writing is not confined : the imitators of the late 
Dr. Johnfon’s nervous and pompous ftyle,—by an exceflive ufe 





* A fort of Jecthern ae which the Africans wear as a 
charm or protection againt injury or mifchief, 
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of abftract terms,—have wonderfully contributed to deftroy the 
unaffected eafe and fimplicity of our language, and, in fpite of 
Horace’s hint, 
Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exul uterque 
Projicit ampullas, et Je/quipedalia verba, 

have defcribed the moft common things and events with a ma- 
jefty of expreffion, which, from its being thus employed, be- 
comes highly ludicrous. Againft fuch writers, chicfly, the 
very ingenious author of the Baviad points his fatire ; and fome 
of the inftances of bad writing, which he fpecifies, richly de- 
ferve the Jafh of this poetical critic: but, in criticizing his cri- 
ticifm, we thal] juft hint that fatire, like panegyric, 1s apt to 
be intemperate and indifcriminating, and to draw into its vor- 
tex fome who might otherwife have glided, with decent repu- 
tation, down the ftream of time. Pope wifhed to multiply 
dunces, to fwell his DuncrapD; and he fometimes mifplaced 
his cenfures, and at other times extended them beyond the 
‘truth, in order to create heroes. ‘The author of the Baviad, 
though he takes Periius for his text, makes Pope his model : 
but he cannot plead Pope’s excufe for his feverity. As a pa- 
raphraftic imitation of Perfius, accommodated to the prefent 
times, we readily allow this pamphlet great merit ; and we 
fincerely hope that it may contribute to the correction of that 
falfe poetical tafte, which has lately been fingularly cherithed. 
‘We do not approve, however, of that ill-natured faftidioufnefs, 
which, for the fake of fome defect, would deny all praife; 
nor can we be pleafed with the tone of fovereign contempt 
which this author affumes, in fpeaking of the productions of 
fome modern writers. 

As a f{pecimen of this author’s ability as an imitator, verfi- 
fier, and fatirift, we fhall place before our readers his parae 
phrafe of that part of the firft fatire of Perfius, which begins 
at the aqth line, Qui/quis es, O, modo, &c. and ends at the 56th 
line, Qui pote? vts dicam? nugaris— 

* O thou that deign’ft this homely fcene to thare 
Thou know’it when chance (though this indeed be rare) 
With random gleams of wit has grac’d my lays, 

‘Thou know’it too well how I have relith’d praife. 
Not mine the foul that pants not after fame ; 
Ambitious of a poet’s envied name, 

] haunt the facred fount, athirft to prove 

The grateful influence of the ftream | love. 

* And yet, my friend (though ftill at praife beftow’d 
Mine eye has ghiflen’d, and my cheek has glow’a), 
Yet, when I proftitute the lyre to gain 
The eulogies that wait each modifi ilrain, 
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May the fweet mufe my groveling hopes withftand, 
And tear the ftrings indignant from my hand, 
« Nor think that, while my verfe too much I prize, 
Too much th’applaufe of fafhion I defpife ; 
For mark to what ’tis given, and then declare, 
Mean tho’ | am, if it be worth my care. 
Is it not given to Efte’s unmeaning dafh, 
‘To Topham’s fuftian, Colman’s flippant trath, 
Miles Andrews’ doggrel, Merry’s frantic whine ®, 
Cobbe’s vapid jeft, and Greatheed’s lumbering line ? 
¢ Skill’d in one ufeful {cience at the leaft, 
The great man comes, and fpreads a fumptuous feaft : 
Then, when his guefts behold the prize at flake, 
And thirft and hunger only are awake, 
My friends, he cries, what do the galleries fay, 
And what the boxes, of my laft new play ? 
Speak freely, tell me all—come, be fincere ; 
For truth, you know, is mufic to my ear. 
They fpeak ? alas, they cannet! But fhall I, 
I who receive no bribe, who dare not lye? 
This then—‘* that worfe was never writ before, 
Ner worfe will be—till thou fhalt write once more.” 


Befide the perfons exhibited in this extract, our fatirift brings 
feveral others into his performance ; among whom we meet with 
Mr. Jerningham, and whofe poetry is configned ‘¢ to paftry- 
cooks and moths.’ ‘The fatirift is certainly too fevere: but 
what can Mr. Jerningham and other gentlemen expeé&, when 
he does not fpare even our lady-writers, but, within the fpace 

* « Merry’s frantic whine.—In a moit wretched rhapfody of in- 
comprehenfible nonfenfe, addrefied by this gentleman to Mrs. Ro- 
binfon, which fhe in her valuable poems (page 100) calls a charm- 
ing compofition, abounding in lines of exquifite beauty, is the fol- 
lowing rant: 

«* Conjure up demons from the main, 

Storms upon ftorms indignant heap, 

Bid ocean howl, and nature weep, 

Till the Creator b/ujf> to fee 

How horrible bis world can be: 

While I will GcLory TO BLASPHEMEF, 

AND MAKE THE JOYS OF HELL MY THEME.” 


* The reader, perhaps, wonders what dreadful event gave birth 
to thefe fearful imprecations. As far as I can collect, it was—the 
aforefaid Mrs Robinfon’s not opening ber eyes! // -Surely it is mott 
devoutly to be wifhed that thefe poor creatures would recolleé, 
amidft their frigid ravings, and common-p!ace extravagancies, that 
excellent maxim of Pope— 


“« Perfitt, by nature, reafon, tafte, unaw’d; 
But learn, ye Dunces, not to fcorn your Gop.” 





of 











96 A Colletion of Papers on Naval Architedure. 


of fix lines, murders the literary reputation of Mrs. Cowley, 





Mrs. Piozzi, and Mrs. Robinfon. Talk of the feverity of 
Reviewers! Compared with this, their cruelty is tender mercy. 


Moo-y. 


Art. XVI. 4 Colleion of Papers on Naval Archite@ure, originally 
communicated through che Channel of the European Magazine, 
&c. Part{l. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Sewell. 1792. 


N our review of the firf? part* of this valuable collection of 
papers on the highly-interefting fubje€t of fhip-building 
and navigation, we beftowed due applaufe on the inftitution 
and proceedings of the refpectable Society, which has been 
formed for the patriotic purpofe of improving our commer- 
cial advantages, and for bringing to greater perfection the 
beft and fureft means of defending our country againft every 
hoftile attempt of a jealous, envious, or perfidious neighbour : 
—fuch attempts have been frequently made, and fuch we may 
again experience. 

To the account which we have already given of the public- 
fpirited views of this laudable aflociation, little remains for us 
now to add on the fubject, farther than a brief notice refpe&t- 
ing the materials of which this part of the collection, refulting 
from. their very proper inquiries, is compofed ; and of which it 
6 fufficient to obferve, that they are not inferior to the contents 
of the former number, in refpect either of their variety, or of 
their importance,~-Our readers muft, however, be apprized, 
that the particular object of thefe publications is merely to-ex- 
plore and to point out the fources of information relative to the 
improvement of naval architedlure, as well as that of the art of 
navigation in general; fo that, * by thus colle€ting various opi- 
nions into one view, the SocCIETY as well as the PuBLIc may, 
perhaps, be enabled to form a judgment of what fhould claim 
their future attention and purfuit.? Prelim. Advert. p.2. 

Among the great variety of papers, of which this fecond part 
of the Collection confifts, we obferve an APPENDIX, containing 
feveral utcful hints: but we were particularly ftruck with a paf- 
{age in No. Iv. of thefe naval communications, in which is in- 
troduced an unjuft reflection (as we conceive, ) on the charac~ 
ter and conduct of a truly great man,—who, being no longer 
an inhabitant of a world to which he was a diftinguifhed benes 
faétor, cannot, therefore, vindicate himfelf. Thus circum- 
ftanced, it becomes the duty of every generous friend to Truth 
(difdaining all party-confiderations, ) to ttand forth in the defence 
of injured merit. The paflage to which we allude is this :— 
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* See Review, New Series, vol. vi. p. 1gt. - 
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Speaking of a Monf. de Landais, a French fea-officer, who 
had made naval architecture his chief ftudy, and who had ferved 
in the late American war, it is faid, that, incidentally mention- 
ing, in converfation, the conftitution of the United States of 
America, * he greatly cenfured Dr. Franklin, as greedy of 
popular applaufe, for which he facrificed much, and even be- 
trayed his truft;’ adding, ¢ that he was a defaulter, in refpect 
to money entrufted to him from the United States, and had 
evaded giving any account.’ 

On this bold accufation, we are enabled to offer a few re- 
marks, by the affiftance of a gentleman, on whofe competencf to 
the queftion we can with fafety rely : 

«© Whether Dr. Franklin was, or was not, greedy of popu- 
Jar applaufe, is a queftion which may beft be anfwered by thofe 
who Anew him bef, and were moft acquainted with the tranf- 
ations of his life; of which number Capt. Landais certainly 
was mot one:—but that he * facrificed much, and even be~ 
trayed his truft,’ to obtain it, will not be believed, nor ought 
it to have been aflerted, without fome inftance, and proof, of 
fuch facrifice and treachery; of which, hitherto, there is no 
appearance of probability. 

“© Concerning the allegation that Dr. Franklin © was a de 
faulter in refpect to money entrufted to him from the United 
States, and had evaded giving any account,’ it certainly is a 
moft groundlefs calumny; fuch, indeed, as ought not to have 
been publifhed againft one of his long-eftablifhed character, on 
the poor authority of Capt. Landais, who was notorioufly 
actuated by unprovoked malevolence ; and who, by being tried, 
and difinifled the fervice of the United States, for a fmall part 
of his mifcondu&t, efcaped the confequences of a much more 
ferious charge. 

*¢ To repel this and all fimilar calumnies againft Dr, Frank~ 
lin, it will be fufficient to mention what is generally known, 
viz. that before he quitted Europe and the character with 
which he had been invefted at the court of France, he fully 
fettled and balanced all his public accounts, with Mr. Barclay, 
who was then Conful General of the United States in that 
kingdom, and was, by a particular commiffion from Congrefs, 
appointed and authorized to audit and fettle the accounts of all 
thofe who had been entrufted with the difpofal of money in 
Europe, for or on account of the faid States; that, after Dr. 
Franklin’s return to America, he was unanimoufly chofen to 
the higheft office of the ftate in which he refided ; that he was 
re-elected to that office, for the greateft number of times 
which the conftitution allowed ; and that, at his death, befide 
feveral important legacies of a public nature, he Jeft a con- 
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fiderable eftate within the jurifdiction, and fubje& to the claims, 
of the United States; and as they have never made any claims 
on his property, that circumftance will, doubtlefs, place 
Capt. Landais’s calumny in its true light.”’ 

Candor will oblige us to fuppofe, and we take it for granted, 
that the editors of this collection were not aware of the falfe- 
hood of a charge here brought againft a perfon fo highly 
efteemed as Dr. Franklin juftly was; and that the calumny of 
Monf. Landais was inadvertently inferted, in a colleétion re- 
lating to matters of a very different kind.—Should this, not 
unfriendly, notice of a paflage, fo foreign to the nature and 
defign of the prefent publication, induce the gentlemen con- 
cerned in it to make due inquiry into the truth of the heavy 
charges to which they have thus given circulation, we make no 
doubt that they will fay what is proper on the occafion in the 
next number of their ufeful work :—bearing in mind the moral 
poet’s remark, that, 

‘© When Truth, or Virtue, an affront endures, 


The affront is mine, my friend, and fhould be your’s.” ore 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
For M A Y, 1792. 


. MR. HASTINGS’S IMPEACHMENT, 

Art. 17. The Speech of Warren Haftings, Efquire, in the High 
Court of Juftice in Weftminiter Hall, on Thurfday, June 2, 
1791. 8vo, pp.126. 3s. Debrett. 

HE fame ability that diftinguifhed Mr. Haftings’s adminiftration 

in India, is manifefted in his defence of it, through a trial that 

will render him and his profecutors confpicuous characters in future 

hiftories; where thefe tranfactions will appear divefted of the bold 

colouring of party, and where parties will themfelves be reprefented 
with equal freedom. 

To this f{peech, are added fome pointed obfervations on the im- 
peachment, by Mr. H.’s fteady friend; which, as they ftand on the 
broad foundation of public records and incontrovertible vouchers, 
will excite the aftonifhment of future generations, to think how fuch 
events could poffibly take place! N. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Art. 18. Prepofefion; or, Memoirs of Count Toulouffin. Written 
by himfelf. izmo. 2 Vols. 5s. fewed. Forbes. 1762. 

This narrative, (which appears, at leaft with refpeét to the lead- 
ing incidents, to be founded on fatt,) affords a lively picture of that 
polite galjantry, for which France has been fo famous. The hero 
of the tale, whofe perfonal and elegant accomplifhments, if we are 
to credit his own account, have obtained him high diltinétion in 
the beau monde, appears through the whole ftory in the light of a 
generous 
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generous protector of injured innocence. The object of his kind 
attention, Mrs. Lunel, was the unfortunate wife of a tyrannical and 
unfeeling man, who perfecuted her with a long courfe of dreadful 
and injurious treatment; from which, however, the is refcued by 
the perfevering exertions of her friend, whofe kindnefs, after the 
death of her hufband, fhe gratefully repays with her hand. The 
itory, though not written with much elegance, is amufing and in- 


terefting. E. 
GEOGRAPHY. 


Art.19. An Hiftorical Journal of the Expeditions by Sea and Land, 
to the North of California; in 1768, 1769, and 1770: when 
Spanifh Eftablifhments were firft made at San Diego and Monte 
Rey. From a Spanifh MS. tranflated by William Reveley, Efq. 
Publihed by A. Dalrymple, 1790. 4to. pp. 76. 75 
Elmfley, &c. 

This was a Spanith MS. prefented to the ingenious and inde- 
fatigable Mr. Dalrymple, by Dr. Robertfon; Mr. Dalrymple got it 
tranflated by the above-named gentleman, and has enriched it with 
other correfponding materials, and two maps of this hitherto im- 
perfectly known coaft. The account is very curious and interefting. 


COSMOGRAPHY. N. 


Art. 20. 4 Colleion of Plans of the moft capital Cities of every 
Empire, Kingdom, Republic, and Ele@orate, in Europe; aud fome 
remarkable Cities in the other three Parts of the World. Witha 
Defcription of their moft remarkable Buildings, Trade, Situa- 
tion, Extent, &c. Seleéted from the beft Authorities, from 
actual Surveys. 4to.- pp. 140. with 42 folding coloured Plans, 
2l.2s. Half-bound. Stockdale. 

This collection of plans of the moft confiderable cities of the known 
world, with general defcriptions, is both ufefal and amufing; and 
{uch a collection, if we miftake not, was made by the French geo- 
graphers feveral years ago. It is but natural to give the Englifh 
undertaker credit for any improvement that the plan would admit : 
but it is not in our power at prefent to make the comparifon. The 
work is namelefs, and comes to us without any prefatory introduc- 
tion: but we obferve the name of Andrews at the bottom of molt of 
the plates, N. 

MILITARY. 

Art. 21. The Soldier’s Friend; or, Confiderations on the late 
pretended Augmentation of the Subfiftence of the Private Soldiers. 
8vo. pp.2z. 6d, Ridgway. 1792. 

If the author intended, fimply, to inform our foldiers that they have 
[as be afferts,| been very ill treated, for many years paft, in regard 
to their legal pay, a confiderable part of which, he avers, has been 
cruelly and fraudulently withheld from them, he might have been 
fuppofed to have addreffed the public on this occafion, with merely 
a benevolent view: but he treats the fubject in fuch a ftyle of in- 
vective and aggravation, as gives his pamphlet quite the air of a 
virulent effufion of party-fpirit; whence many fober and candid 


readers may be led to fupect that irritation, rather than a redrefs of 
Hz the 
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the grievance here fet forth, is in reality the objeé&t of thefe Com 
fiderations. The tract, however, is well written; and does not ap- 
pear to be the production of a vulgar pen. 


Art. 22. Curfory Remarks on the Army in general, and the Foor- 
uards in particular. In a Letter to the King. By Henry 

Sinclair, late Captain Lieutenant in the 57th Regiment. 4to. 

pp. 21. 2s.6d. Jordan. 1791. 

The author of thefe remarks informs the public, that this letter 
¢ was folely intended for the private eye of the king,’ but that he 
¢ found every avenue to his fovereign that up, except throvgh the 
medium of the prefs.’ This is an old complaint; and thofe who 
immediately furround a prince, well know the importance of keep- 
ing the fountain of all their enjoyments and hopes as much as 

offible to themfelves; and in the prefent ftate of things, it is not 
clear how thefe matters can be altered: for were a fovereign to 
have a letter box, and keep the key himfelf, in fuch a nation of 
politicians as this is, it would be totally impofiible for him even to 
read one-half of the deluge of petitions, complaints, remonftrances, 
and advice, that would continually pour in from the injured, the 
difcontented, the wife, the otherwife, and the crazy. Were he to 
appoint an officer or two for the purpofe of examination and fe- 
Jeétion ; even this wobld be confidered as an exclufion from im- 
mediate intercourfe, and would in time be juftly fo. The inference 
is, that the prefs, as it is the only poffible channel, is the only pro- 
per channel, for the communication of fentiments that affe& the 
public intereft; it excludes clandeftine mifteprenfation, and in- 
dire&t fchemes. We fhall now attend to the fubject of this letter. 

The faperior rank of the three regiments of foot guards, con- 
ftantly ftationed at London, attached to the court, always excites 
ill will in the marching regiments, and produces comparifon be- 
tween the fuperior advantages enjoyed by the guards, and their 
own confcioufnefs of fuperiority in military knowlege. The officer 
before us reprefents the Guards as deficient in all knowlege be- 
yond that of parading in St. James’s Park ; and the officers, who 
are generally men of fortune or family, as effeminate, often ig- 
norantof the very men whom they command, feeking only the amufe- 
ments of the metropolis, and promotion ;—and that thus, young 
men, unacquainted with fervice, ftep over the heads of experi- 
enced veterans, and refignh whehever their country calls them into 
‘ation. He adds, and we believe with great juftice,——* I hardly 
ever knew an officer who was a man of large fortune, pay a ftrict 
attention to his duty. No, no; the duty of the army is done by 
‘gentlemen’s fons of circumfcribed fortunes, which will not afford 
Yan and other excefles incompatible with the duty of a 

Idier.’ 

The hints, which this gentleman offers as needful for reforma- 
tion, are fuch as every fenfible man will fubfcribe, but he has 
fmall chance of their meeting with attention. They are hoftile to the 
fyftem of which he complains, and which is too firmly eftablithed 
to be abolifhed by private remonftrances. Reforms are feldom 


adopted, until evils {well to a magnitude beyond all fufferance. WN. 
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SLAVE and SUGAR TRADE. 


Art. 23. Ob/fervations on Slavery, and the Confumption of the Produce of 
the Weft india Iflands : together with an Abftract of the Evidence 
given before the Committee of the Privy Council, and the Selec& 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, refpeéting the Treatment 
of Slaves in the Welt Indies. 8vo. pp, 61. 1s. Boofey. 
1792. 

I ey when people are hurried along by hafty prepoffeflions, 
it is pleafing to find a few individuals whofe cool fenfe keeps them 
out of the croud; and fuch a writer is now before us; for his calm- 
nefs enables him to comprehend the full fcope of the argument, 
and to fee it in its true light. With regard to the mafs of evidence 

iven before the committee of Privy Council, and the feleét com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons, refpecting the treatment of 

flaves, this writer juftly remarks, ‘ that moft of the inftances of ill 

treatment of the Negroes recited, are hiftories of particular faas, 

which will oceafionally occur in all fituations and circumftances ; 
while the proof of the contrary, is deduced from general ob/ervations, 
and prevailing experience.’ Of the latter, he has felected the de- 
clarations of gentlemen of known character and abundant know- 
lege of what they defcribed ; and their reprefentations may prove not 
a little confolatory to numbers, whofe feelings have been much 
diftrefled by accounts of a very contrary tenour. N. 


Art. 24. The Duty of abftaining from the Ufe of Weft India Produce; 
a Speech delivered at Coachmaker’s Hall, Jan. 12, 1792. 
1zmo. pp. 23. 2d. Knott, &c. 

This orator certainly exerted his influence to a good purpole, in 
ftrenuoufly difluading his auditors from indulging their palates 
with articles of luxury ; and fo far as his arguments prevail, fo far 
will they reap the profits of ceconomy: provided always that they 
become fincere reformers,—that they do not deceive themfelyes as 
well as others, and 

«© Compound for fins they are inclin’d to, 
By damning thofe they have no mind to.” N. 


Art. 25. Thoughts on the prefent high Price of Sugars: proving. it to 
have arifen from the Rumour of the Sijave Bill, and from that 
Caufe enly: and demonftrating the Folly, Futility, and Ab- 
{urdity of attempting an Importation from the Eait Indies. De- 
dicated (without Permiffion) to William Wilberforce Efg. By 
an Old Trader. 8vo. pp. g2. 2s. Debrett. 1792. 

Clofet politicians, according to the Old Trader, ought not to 
interfere in matters of Commerce; by which pe are to underftand 
that they ought not to give their opinions on the fubject of the 
Slave-trade, which this experienced Gentleman prenounces to be 
a material and interefting traffic. ‘The Slave bill, introduced into 
Parliament by Mr. Wilberforce, and fupported by the combined 
eloquence of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and other eminent members of 
the Britifh Senate, is condemned by this pamphleteer as a nefarious 
and ludicrous bill, fall of folly, indigeftion, and wantonne/s. Ab- 
horrent as the Slave Trade is to the feelings of humanity, we 
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have announced it to be our opinion, that great wifdom and prue 
dence ought to be exercifed in its abolition ; and that fome regard, 
in point of juftice, fhould be paid to the planter, who, relying on 
the faith of parliament, has embarked his fortune in the cultivation 
of a Weft Indian eftate; yet we cannot allow that the difficulties 
attending the abolition will juftify this writer in pronouncing the 
abolition bill a nefarious and ludicrous one. The objeé ot it is 
highly commendable; but, fays this writer, if you abolifh the 
Slave Trade, you will advance the price of fugar to fo enormous 
a degree, as not only to exclude the lower clafs of people, but 
even the mediocrity, from the ufe of this article. Sugars, he proves, 
have regularly advanced, in proportion to the increafing price of Slaves, 
The anfwer from the nation at large will ve fat juffitia. He ri- 
dicules the idea of an importation of fugars from the Eaft Indies. 
The company’s fhips, we are told, would not bring home fugar 
enough ‘ to /weeten the teg of the common labourers in the hay- 
harvett.? He does more than ridicule the idea, he demonffrates: but 
perhaps fome of his readers will apply, to his demonitration, the 
definition in the play, ‘* Demonffration comes from Demon, the 
father of lies.” 

According to this writer, the Weft India iflands make about 


four hundred thoufand hogfheads of {ugar in a year. Woo -y. 


Art. 26. An Addrefs to the Right Reverend Prelates of England and 
Wales, on the Subje& of the Slave Trade. 1zmo. 3d. Parfons, 
1792. 

This well-written and refpeétful addrefs ought not to be over- 
Jooked by the right reverend bench.—Should there be any arch 
inuendos couched under this fenfible and handfome application, 
we fhall leave them to be difcovered and explained by their Lord- 
fhips.—One thing is pretty clear and certain, viz. that no Chriffian 
bifhop, who underftands his charaéter and office, and who thinks 
and acts on Chriffian principles, can ever be an advocate for the 


Slave-trade, or for any kind of perfecution and oppreffion. Hu...s 


Art. 27. An Addrefs to her Royal Highne/s the Duche/s of York, 
againft the Ule of Sugar. 1zmo. pp. 22. 6d. or 2s. 6d. per 
Dozen, and 20s. per Hundred. No Bookfeller’s Name. 1792. 
Separately from the fubjeé itfelf,—let us acknowlege and ad- 

mire the refolution, the virtuous refolution of numbers of the ad- 

vocates for the abolition ot flavery. Let us admire it the more, 

(whether founded in miftake or not,) as refpeéting the branch 

which is the fubject of this pamphler. It feems to have originated 

among, or at leaftyto have been moft ftedfaftly embraced by,our 
youth of beth fexes. — Poflibly, indeed, young minds, uncdnta- 
minatec by bad examples, and the corrupt praétices which prevail 
in the world, are the belt fitted for, and the moft likely to act on, 
laudable and worthy exertions.—-This pamphlet is written in a 


fenfible and agreeable, as well as an earneit manner. D2 


Art. 28. Hints for fome New Regulations in the Sugar Trade: 
with Remarks on the State of Commerce in the French and 
Britifh 
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Britith Weft India Iflands. By an Impartial Man. 8vo. pp. 31. 

is. Symonds, &c. 1792. 

Thefe hints come profeffedly from a writer who has been for 
many years in the Weft Indies, aod in the fugar refining manu- 
factory ; and whofe prefent fituation exempts him from the pofli- 
bility of being biaffed by perfonal confiderations. He pronounces 
pofitively on the ill policy of encouraging new fettlements for the 
cultivation of fugar; the temptation, as he obferves, is the pre- 
fent high price of the article—and when that fails, as fail it muft, 
the competition will end in mutual injury. The prefent high 

rice he attributes chiefly to the failure of feveral fucceflive crops in 
the Windward iflands ; and to punifh the planter, therefore, is add- 
ing cruelty to misfortune. The profpects of the prefent crops are 
now good in all the iflands; and to adopt permanent regulations 
for the fake of remedying a temporary evil, he confiders as highly 
impolitic. He argues as ftrongly againft taking off the drawback ; 
and advifes that the Weft India ports fhould be opened for the free 
admiffion of foreign fugars and other produce, in the fame man- 
ner as they now are for cotton; and he refers to that article, to 


juftify the expediency of the meafure. N. 


Art. 29. 4 Plain Man’s Thoughts on the prefent Price of Sugar, &C. 
8vo. pp. 22. 6d. Debrett. 1792. 

This writer agrees, in feveral points, with the author of the 
abovementioned pamphlet. He fhews, we think, to fatisfaCtion, 
why monopolies and fpeculation on fugar are not practicable 
to any very great extent; and that the drawback on the ex- 
portation of refined fugar, is the chief fupport of the planter. He 
prefles the anti-faccharites fo clofely with the argumentum ad bomi- 
oe that we cannot refift the temptation of gratifying our readers 
with it: 

‘ In the language of modern philanthropy, fuch is called free 
Jugar as is /uppofed to be made by the labour of free men, and not 
by that of flaves: many have been the letters and paragraphs in 
the public prints recommending the ufe of fuch free fugar only. 
Affociations have likewife been formed, and combinations entered 
into, to leave off all other fugar, with a view of deftroying the 
flave trade, and ruining thofe concerned in it, by flow, but fure 
degrees: and very lately many thoufand pamphlets have been pub- 
lifhed, and induftrioufly circulated, at the price of only a half- 
penny each, intended not merely to perfuade, but even to deter, 
weak minded people from the ufe of common fugar, by affuring 
them roundly, that every-lump .hey fwallow is polluted with hu- 
man blood. To enter into ferious argument with men who have 
{uffered their reafon and judgment to be led aftray, either by the 
heat of their own imaginations, or the declamations of well-mean+ 
ing, hut mifguided enthufiafts, would certainly be time loft: it 
may not, however, be improper juft to remind them, that great 
part of the cloaths they wear, much of the furniture of their houfes, 
with many &c.’s of the moft comfortable kind in civilized life, are 
the produce of the Jabour of flaves: and that, in particular, the 
geld and fiver in their pockets is ftill more notorioufly procured by 
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the very worf {pecies of flavery, that of the mines. So that if a 
lump of fugar holds one drop of human blood, every guinea thefe 
advocates for unconftitutional freedom are poffefled of, muft con- 
tain a thoufand drops. In fhort, if thefe friends of univerfal 
equality are determined to ule or enjoy nothing but what is clearly 
roved to be procured by the exertions of free labourers, they muft 
be content, if they mean to act con/ifextly, to return to the un- 
polifhed and uncomfortable ftate of their favage anceftors. On 
this occafion it has indeed been fhrewdly fuggefted, that confcience 
and worldly prudence are for once brought to go hand in hand: fo 
that the mao who in reality grudges his family the expence of 
fugar, enjoys a {nug opportunity of hiding his parfmony under the 
{pecious and popular cloak of humanity. But, for my own part, I 
will continue to fappofe, that much the greater part of our prefent 
hilanthropifts are actuated by purer motives. Let that, however, 
Fe as it may, as their fuperior feelings urge them fo ftrongly to 
fhake off every convenience of life, which in the flighteft degree 
artakes of the effence of flavery, the Rights of Man mott certainly 
eave them at liberty to follow their own inclinations, not only in 
leaving off the ufe of fugar, but likewife in making bonfires of 
their mahogavy chairs and tables, and lighting them up with the 
cotton paraphernalia of their wives aod daughters; and even 
in emptying their bags of gold and filver into the fea. And, in 
fag, until thefe tender-hearted Anti-/accharites have brought them- 
felves to this enviable pitch of felf-denial, they can have no right 
to expect credit from the world, either for their fincerity or their 
confiftency.’ 

This author is an able defender of the Duke of Richmond’s 
plan for the defence of the Weft India iflands, and efpecially now 
when their quiet is endangered by fchemes of reformation in 
Europe, and by the devaftations carrying on in St. Domingo. We 
recommend both thefe publications to thofe who wifh to form 


mature ideas on this interefting fubjec. WN 


POETRY. 


Art. 30. Aa Epiftle to William Wilberforce, E/g. Written during 
the Difturbances in the Weft Indies. Small 8vo. pp. 31. 6d. 
Darton and Harvey, Gracechurch-ftreet. 1792. 

This writer {peaks of himfelf with great modetty ; and to his mo- 
defty rather than to his poetry we very willingly extend our com- 
mendation : 

* And what is liberty ?—a gem, 

That far exceeds a diadem : 

For diadems will foon decay, 

Was liberty alone away. 

Witnefs the Gallic Monarch’s fate, 

Thongh deck’d in alf the robes of ftate.,—— 
* A king is nothing but a man, 

Deny th’aflertion if you can.,—— 

* Beafts feek not to deftroy their kind, 

Here man does leave them far behind.’ 


If 
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If thefe lines be poetry, any body might make him/elf a poet, ia 
fpite of Apollo and the tuneful Nine, and of the old adage, Pocta 


nafcitur, non fit. Moo-y , 


Art. 31. Admonitory Epiftles, from Harry Homer, to his Brother, 

Peter Pindar. No.1. 4to. pp.t5. 18. Williams. 1792. 

It cannot be faid of Peter Pindar, as of Falftaffe, that ** he is 
not only witty himfelf, but the caufe of wit in others ;” for, in the 
various poetic pieces to which his publications have given birth, we 
meet with nothing but dulnefs and wretched writing ; of which a 
flagrant inftance is furnifhed by thele epi/f/es ;—burlefqueing the 


venerable name of Homer. 


Art. 32. Lord Mayor’s Day ; or City Pageantry: a Poem. With 
Notes, illuftrative and explanatory. By Timothy Touchftone, 
Gent. 4to. pp. 30. Is.6d. Ridgway. 1792. 

The annual feftival of the ** good men and true, of the city of 
London,” has long been the 4ut¢ of our wits and witlings:—but 
wherefore? Is it becaufe the sHow continues to be exhibited with 
fome regard to the old ftyle of pageantry which pleafed in days of 

ore, and which may now be deemed out of taffe ? or is it becaufe 
the faid wits and witlings find it difficult to obtain tickets for the 
ood dinners? The latter is, probably, the cafe; and fo the 
hungry {cribblers, in revenge, rhyme to the grumbliog of their 
craving gizzards !—How unfortunate it is, thas among the incor- 
porated citizens, there is no Poet’s Company f 


Art. 33. Poems, Mifcellaneous and Humorous, with explanatory Notes 
and Objervations. By Edward Nairne, of Sandwich in Kent, 
8vo. pp. 144. 3s.6d, Johnfon. 1791, 

In this plentiful country, (happily for its inhabitants!) the fup- 

ly of food for the mind is as copious and various, as in the mare 
kets for bodily fuftenance; there is meat for all mouths, as well as 
mouths for all meat. The prefent compofitions may, doubtlefs, find 
admirers in the numerous clafles of thofe, who, though they have 
been taught to read at fchool, have never burthened their heads 
with diGionary words, or book learning, afterward. With fuch ap- 
robation, the writer of thefe humorous poems probably will, or 


pofitively muft, be fatisfied. 


Art 34. The Owl, the Peacock, and the Dove; a Fable. Addreffed 
to the Reverend Dr, Tatham, and the Right Honourable Ed- 
mund Burke: with the Fable of the Oxen and the Grafshopper, 
addreffed to the Revolution Society, in Illuftration of Mr. Burke's 
celebrated Simile. To which is added, The Sorrows of Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke. 4to. pp.24. 1s. Johnfon. 1792. 

When the champions in politics engage in ferious contefts, they 
may be confidered as heavy-armed troops ; the poetical auxiliaries, 
who attend on either fide, act in the capacity of light irregulars, 
to tkirmifh with and harafs their opponents, as opportunities fa- 
vour. One of thefe buth-fighting partifans has thrown three of his 
hand-grenades at Mr. Burke, and lies fkulking to watch their ef- 
fe&is: he muft, however, be aware, that the execution in all fuch 

inftances 
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inftances depends on the quality of the powder ; and, in the prefent 
inftance, it is not very potent. N. 


‘Art. 35. An Addre/s humbly prefented to the Rev. Pious, and Learned 
D—r G****s, on Vol. I. ‘Tome 1. of his excellent Tranflation 
of the Holy Bible; with Notes, By Abraham Ben-Yiz-aakeer. 
4to, 1s. Symonds, 1791. 

We heard it once remarked, of an amiable and charitable Jew, 
that he was avery good Chriftian: but we cannot fay of this Chrif- 
tian, that he is a very good ‘few. His Judaifm appears only in the 
title; and his poetry, intended to degrade and ridicule Dr. Ged- 
des’s New Tranflation of the Bible, has, without being altogether 
defitute of merit, that compofing mediocrity in it, that we finifhed 
the Addrefs without being able either to admire the Author, or to 
Jaugh at the Jearned Doctor. 

We advife this writer to take the field againft Dr. Geddes, as a 
fcripture critic, in ferious profe, and thus combat what he deems te 


be errors in his New Tranflation and Notes. Moo-y. . 


NOVELS, 


Art. 36. Dinarbas; a Tale: being a Continuation of Raffelas, 
Prince of Abyfliniarzmo. pp. 336. 3s. Boards. Dilly. 1790. 
Where any confiderable degree of public applaufe has been ex- 

cited by a literary production, there is always much hazard in at- 

tempting to continue it beyond the limits of the original defign. 

The author may miftake the ardours raifed in his mind, by appro- 

bation, for new emotions of genius, and for frefh exuberance of 

fancy. He may therefore over-rate the merit of his own execution. 

Should this, however, not be the cafe; fhould his fecond attempt 

be executed with ability equal to that manifeited in his firft; there 

is ftill fomething to be dreaded from the expectations already raifed 
by what has been previoufly done. The public mind is not now in 

a tone to be fo eafily contented, as when it was firft addrefled. Ie 

has been taught to feek for fomething more than common; and if 

it does not find al] that it feeks, it is generally too faftidious to be 
fatisfied with any thing fhort of it,—and finks into difguft. 

It will be readily fuppofed that the danger of mifcarriage muft be 
increafed where the continuation is by a different hand; and yet, 
in fpite of all difficulties, we have read the little tale naw before us 
with much pleafure. The author fays, he does not prefume to imi- 
tate ‘ the energetic ftyle, ftrong imagery, and profound knowlege,” 
of Dr. Johnfon. He difcovers, however, a comprehenfive acquaint- 
ance with human life, and conveys many valuable precepts for the 
regulation of it, in eafy and unaffected language; and the general 
impreflion which the peruial of Dinarbis leaves on the mind, is 
more pleafing and ufeful than that which refults from reading Rafle- 
las. ‘The former, by exhibiting the brighter fide of the picture, is 
calculated to enliven and invigorate hope ; while the latter, by ba- 
lancing fo exactly the good and the evil of life, tends, in fpite of the 
pleafure derived from the excellence of its compofition, to produce 
a painful uncertainty, and to excite a cheerlefs fcepticifm and in- 


difference. Pear.e. | 
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Art. 37. Delineations of the Heart; or the H iftory of Henry Bennet. 
A Tragi-Comic-Satiric Effay, attempted in the Manner of Field- 
ing. 12zmo. 3 Vols. gs. fewed. Hookham. 1791. 

The writer of this novel confeffes, in the preface, the difficulty of af- 
fuming the charatter of author: but had he been properly fenfible of 
the degree of difficulty attending an undertaking of this kind, we can- 
not fuppofe that he would have hazarded an avowed Initation of the 
manner of Fielding. He modeitly profeffes, indeed, rather to have 
attempted Fielding’s ftyle of compofition, than the comic nature of 
the facts with which the works of that eminent writer abound :—~ 
but what is the manner of Fielding, without his lively delineation 
of charaéter, his comic humour and wit, and the originality and 
fhrewdnefs of his reflections? In all thefe, the prefent work is too 
deficient, to leave the author any title to the credit of a fuccefsful 
imitation of a writer, who, in the general judgment of the public, 
ftill poffeffes the firit place among Englifh noveliils. 

Except the character of a faithful and able preceptor, which is 
well fketched in the firft part of the ftory, and the introductor 
chapters of general reflections, placed, after the manner of Fielding, 
at the head of each book, we find nothing in this novel to diftin- 
cuifh it from the ordinary run of love tales. ‘The hero is a depraved 
libertine, whofe hackneyed plans of feduction are the principal fub- 


ject of the ftory, E. 


POLITICS and POLICE. 


Art. 38. Another Sketch of the Reign of George III. from the Year 
1780, to1790. Being an Aniwer toa Sketch, &c*®. Part the 
Firt. 8vo. pp. 104. 2s.6d. Ridgway. 1791. 

This fketch is diffufively written, great part of it being employed 
in the difcuffion of {peculative abftraét pofitions ; the principal ob- 
je&t of which appears to be a vindication of what was termed the 
coalition miniftry. The author paffes many fevere cenfures on the 
occafion and mode of the diimiffion of this unpopular heterogeneous 
affociation ; and it is a notabie circumitance, that his cenfures are 
not limited to Mr. P. nor to any cabal that may be underftood to 
fupport him, but extend to the great body of the people, who are 
reproached with deferting their reprefentatives on that memorable 
occafion :—but it may be jultiy queried, whether fo wide an accu- 
fation be not a felo de fe, by amounting to a juftification of the 
meature ? , | N. 


Art. 39. A Review of the principal Proceedings of the Parliament of 
1784. 8vo. pp. 178. 2s. Edwards, Bond-ttreet. 1792. 
This is one of the mott able vindications of the prefent miniftry, 
from whom the parliament 1s always underftood to receive its tone 
and complexion, that has appeared for a long time. The im- 
portance of the fubjects difcuffed, will appear from the contents of 
the fections under which they are treated. Thefe aremthe India 
hills, and the impeachment of Mr. Haftings ——the Irith propofi- 
tions, commercial treaty with France, confolidation of the cuf- 
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toms, American trade——commutation aét, and other regulations 
againft {muggling, the auditing of public accounts, and application 
of the annual million to the public debts——interference in the 





affairs of Holland——difpute with Spain—-—teft and corporation 
aéts——the flave-trade——-and the regency. All thefle fubjects 
are ftated with good fenfe and liberality, and the arguments urged 
on both fides are fairly exhibited, and well contrafted :—but were 
a firft rate champion of oppofition to undertake a counter review, he 
would, perhaps, aftonith us with his addrefs and plaufbility in in- 
verting the whole reprefentation ! N. 


Art. 40. Letters to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, on hisInconfift- ' 
ency as the Miniiter of India, 8vo. pp.152. 38. Debrett. 
1792. 

Thele letters, under the fignature of Afiaticus, have been attri- 
buted to Major Scott, by an authority which we will not undertake 

to controvert ; and they contain reiterations of thofe charges againft 

the party addreffed, in which we have no ca// to interfere. WN. 


Art. 41. Rights fn Man: or Analytical Stri€tures on the Conftitu- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland. By Robert Applegarth. 12mo. 
PP. 45- 4s. 6d. Richardfon. 1792. 

ith intentions of which we are willing to believe all that is 
good, Mr. Applegarth here appears in defence of a conftitution 
which he fays is ‘ triume and confequently /acred;’ and labours to 
defeat what he calls the * wicked attempts that have been made 
lately to fubvert it.’ 
We have too great a regard for * thofe divine fifters, Britannia and 
Hibernia,’ not to hope that there are champions better armed and 
better tkilled in the ufe of their weapons, (though we do not wihh, 7 


for one of a more valorous and undaunted fpirit,) who are ready to 


ftep forth in the facred caufe. Otherwife, we fhould tremble for 
the fate of thefe divine and peerlefs beauties. Wicked villains would 
certainly have their will of them. 

There is a fingularity in this gentleman, that we do not recollect 
to have before obferved ; which is, that he fearcely ever ufes the 
word foo, without printing it in italics. We know not the caufe of 
this, unlefs it be, that, from the fimilarity between the emphatic 
found of this word and the difcharge of a mufket, he would infinuate 
that he kills an adverfary whenever he utters the found. If it be 
fo, whatever we or others may think, he muft have a great idea of 


his own execution. Too; kill ’em—twenty more, kill them—soo! Peay.c. 


Art. 42. A Vindication of the Revolution Society, againft the Ca- 
Jumnies of Mr. Burke. By a Member of the Revolution Society. 
Svo. pp. 59. 1s. 6d. Ridgway. 1792. 

Among the various topics into which the controverfy between 
Mr. Burke and his opponents has branched out, the fubordinate 
concerns of the two focieties, at the expence of which Mr. Burke 
diverted himfelf and his readers, feem now to be pretty nearly for- 
gotten by the public: but it appears, from this pamphlet, that the 
members of thofe focieties have not all forgotten the treatment 
which they have received. ‘The prefent vindication difcovers fuf- 
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ficient ingenvity and acutenefs to fecure a portion of our approba- 
tion, bat it alfo manifefts too much afperity to obtain that full fhare 
of applaufe, which we ever wi/d to beftow on all who prefent thems 


felves before our tribunal. Pear.c- 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art. 43. 4x Hifforical Report on Ram/gate Harbour; written by 
Order of, and addreffed to, the Truftees. By John Smeaton, 
Civil Engineer, F.R.S. and Engineer to Ramfgate Harbour. 
Seconp Epition. 8vo. Large Paper. 18s. Sewell, 1791. 

We gave an account of the fir/ edition of this Report, in our Re- 
view for April ;—and we notice this fecond edition, purely for the 
fake of an important paragraph now added; viz. 

‘ I have the pleafure of informing the public, that on the 17th 
july 1791, at a high fpring tide, the New Dry Dock, built in the 

afon, for repairing fhips, was tried in the prefence of the Chair- 

man, for the firit time fince it was found neceffary to build it with 2 
timber floor, which is of a new and peculiar conftruction, on account 
of the fprings rifing from the chalk, fo powerfully under it, that 
the ftone floor with which it had been twice tried formerly, was 
forced up *, The experiment anfwered in the completeft manner ; 
the Dock remaining perfectly dry till low water, when the fluices of 
the Bafon were opened for fcouring the Harbour: fo that this very 
defirable object, that has been fo much defpaired of, is now fully 
ebtained, and muft prove of great utility to the public.’ 


In a paper, of four folio pages, diftributed gratis, (* Obfervations 
and Faéts relative to Ramfgate Harbour, &c.’) we have an addition to 
the lift of thipping that have been fheltered in Ramfgate harbour, 
from 1780 to 1790, inclufive; viz: in 1791, not fewer than 459 
fhips took fhelter there in flormy weather; of which number 356 
were bound to and from London. We are here farther informed, 
that * the regifter-book of thofe veffels which have taken fhelter in 
this harbour, proves that it has already been the means of faving 
property, to the amount of Four MILLIONS ferling, and near 
EIGHT THOUSAND LIVES, that might otherwife have been loft to 
their friends and country.’—In this fugitive paper, are feveral re- 
marks and facts which merit the attention of the public. 


Art. 44. An Addrefs to the Public, from the Philanthropic Society, 
inftituted in 1788, for the Promotion of Induftry, and the Re- 
form of the criminal Poor. To which are annexed, the Laws 
and Regulations of the Society, &c. 8vo, pp. 30. 6d. White, &c. 
1792. 

_ We are pleafed to find that this new inftitution, for the fober and 

induftrious education of vagrant children, is in a promifing ftate for 





* <« As I obferved a confiderable ftream of water continually 
iffuing from under the Apron, at low water, I ordered this water to 
be drained therefrom, by a chain pump, and found that this fpring 
(which was /a/t) vented at the rate of 160 barrels an hour; which 
vent expofed the bottom to the action of the tides water.’ 
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permanent eftablifhment; it being a juft obfervation in this Ads 
drefs, with reference to many of our public charities, that ‘ while 
the hand of liberality is expanded, too often the ftimulus to honeft 
induftry is relaxed.’ WN. 


Art. 45. The Flights of Inflatus ; or, the Sallies, Stories, and Ad. 
ventures of a Wild-goofe Philofopher. By the Author of the 
Trifler. 1z2mo. 2 Vols. 58. fewed. Stalker. 1791. 

Stulta eff clementia—at leaft it would be fo in the prefent inftance. 
Indelicacy, improbability, and affectation of wit, fhould meet, 
from impartial and honeft Reviewers, an unqualified condemnation. 
Let then Mr. Inflatus know, that we think his Flights do him no 
credit, and had better never have taken their flight from the prefs. 

For our account of the Triffer, by this author, (for there are more , 
publications than one with this title,) fee M. R. vol. liii. p. 269M 


Art. 46. An Apology for the Life of Major General G——. Writ- 
ten by himfelf. Containing a full Explanation of the G—nn—g 
Myftery, and of the Author’s Connection with Mr. D—ber—y’s 
Family. Svo. pp.114. 38. Ridgway. 

A piece of authorfhip,—of which we find ourfelves almoft pro- 
oe to fpeak with fome degree of feverity: but, reflecting that, 
poflibly, the writer may have a wife, with a garret-full of children, 
depending, for their fubfiftence, on his induffry and invention, we 
drop the pen. 


Art. 47. The Fafbionable Preacher; or Modern Pulpit Eloquence 
difplayed. 8vo. 6d. Symonds. 1792. 

The author of this little eflay offers fome juft and fprightly re- 
marks on the prefent ftate of pulpit eloquence, which is certainly open 
to confiderable objections, and of courfe is capable of great improve- 
ments. Our preachers are rarely orators, though they have every 
advantage in point of fubjeé&t; which deficiency our author attri- 
butes, in generab, to the learning and refinements which the fa- 
fhionable preacher is folicitous of difplaying, but particularly to the 
practice of reading his fermons, which he pointedly, and, perhaps, 
with juftice, reprobates. The orators in the fenate and at the bar 
practice extemporaneous eloquence ; and the effect which they pro- 
duce on their audience is often aftonifhing ; fo that it feems to merit 
the confideration of the public advocate for religion, whether he 
Ought not to adopt, in fome meafure, this mode of addrefs. At 
gers extempore preaching is rarely pra¢tifed in England, except 

y the moft ignorant and illiterate; while men of learning and ta- 
lents, inftead of {peaking immediately from the heart to the heart, 
content themfelves with reading the correct and frigid compofitions 
of their retired hours. Of this practice, our author thus contemptu- 
oufly {peaks : 

* He lays open his performance at large in the face of the whole 
affembly ; like a boy at fchool, he reads and blunders, and blunders 
and reads: he ftands in the pulpit like a {peaking ftatue, without 
life and motion ; his eyes are fixed down to the {pace of a few fquare 
inches, as if he flared at a ghoft: he hangs his logger-head over his 
dirty f{croll, like a thief receiving fentence of death. If the poor 
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drudge could look around him, he would fee the half of his audience 
dozing over his dull repetition; not a foul affected, unlefs perhaps 
an old beggar gives a groan from a dark corner when he hears the 
found. An honeft countryman happening to hear one of thefe 
paper-geniufes preach, was afked by his wife, when he wenthome, 
how he liked the preacher: ‘* Alas! faid he, he was a poor preacher, 
as ever I faw, woman: he was juft like a crow picking the corn; for 
he always put down his head for a pick, and then looked about to 
fee if any perfon was coming near him.” 

Let our clergy, who ought not to think contemptuoufly of the 
common people, take the fame pains to qualify themfelves for pub- 
lic orators, which the gentlemen at the bar appear to do; and it is 
more than probable that they would foon acquire that felf poffeflion 
‘and that prompt elocution which are fo much admired in our courts 


of law. Mo-y- 


Art. 48. Accounts of the Ten Tribes of Lfracl being in America; 
originally publithed by Manaffeh Ben Ifrael. With Obfervations 
thereon, and Extracts from Sacred and Prophane, Ancient and 
Modern Hitftory, confirming the fame; and their Return from 
thence about the Time of the Return of the Jews. By Robert 
Ingram, A. M. Vicar of Wormingford and Boxied, Effex. vo. 
pp. 56. 1s. Robinfons, &c. 1792. 

Mr. Ingram is ftrongly perfuaded that great numbers of the 
Ifraelites, after their difperGon, in confequence of the Babylonith 
Captivity, &c. retired into a remote and uninhabited country, where 
their defcendants, a numerous and diftiné race, remain to this day; 
and that this (to us unknown) country, is a portion of North. Ame- 
rica, fomewhere in the vicinity of a part of California, to the fouth of 
Hudfon’s Bay, and from 53° to 60° N. Lat. where they fill are, 
unconnected with the reft of mankind. How thefe wanderers ori- 
ginally made their way from Afia into thofe remote regions, mutt 
be matter of furprize to many readers: but the rev. author of this 
tract eafily removes all the difficultics by the aid of miracles; by 
means of which, the greateft rivers, the Euphrates, for initance, 
and even the Sea, are divided, or dried up, to facilitate the pafflage 
ef the emigrants *. ‘Ihe author has fhewn great diligence in fearch- 
ing and applying the Jewifh prophecies, and other authorities, in 
fupport of his opinion, and of the evidence of Rabbi Manaffeh. 


Art. 49. 4 Sketch of the Life and Proje&s of Fohn Law of Laurifton, 
Comptroller General of che Finances in France. 4to. pp. 48. 


3s. Kearfley.§ 1791. 

In our Review, vol. Ixv. p. 183, may be found a brief account 
of the principal events in the life of Mr. Law, extraéted from the 
Private Life of Louis XV. tranflated by Mr. Juftamond. The 





* It was once remarked, (in a private converfation, at which the 
writer of this article was prefent,) by the late Dr. Gregory Sharpe, 
matter of the Temple, that ** with fome people, and in fome coun- 
tries, miracles were not miraculous, fince they were as common 


with them, as mackrel are with us, in goofeberry time.” 
5 fketch 
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fketch now before us being materially the fame, in a detached form, 
there is no reafon for our enlarging on the fubject at thistime. Wy, 


Art. 50. The Hiftory of the Royal Circus, introdu€tory to the Cafe 
of Mr. Read, late Stage Manager of that Theatre. In a Letter 
to aFriend. 8vo. pp. 138. 1s. 6d. Parfons, &c. 1791. 
Nothing will probably tempt any uninterefted perfon to perufe a 

narrative of this nature, but a curiofity to ftep behind the curtain, 

to fee how matters are managed there. ‘That perfon muft be 
ftrangely at a lofs for objects of attention, who can take a part in 
the private difputes of proprietors and managers, quarrelling about 
the public as their property. The lawyers are bufy among them, 
and will not leave them till they have exbau/ffed the fabject, and have 
weduced the contending parties to a ftate of quietifm. N. 


THEOLOGY and POLEMICAL. 


Ar. st. The Aged Chriftian’s final Farewell to the World and its 
Vanities. A pious Meditation, compofed in the laft Century, 
by that truly benevolent Patriot, and Compaffionate Friend to 
the Poor Citizens of Briftol, John Whitfon, Efq. Alderman of 
the faid City, and Member in feveral Parliaments. Collefted 
from the Author’s Manufcripts. ‘To which is prefixed, fome 
Account of the Author, collefted from authentic Records, by 
George Symes Catcott. 8vo. pp. 62. 1s. 6d. Palmer, &c. 
in Briftol. 

‘Though this be only the republication of a very old tract, and 
though, from its not appearing in London, it has for fome time 
efcaped our attention, yet it deferves notice, as well for the fake 
of the worthy writer, a diftinguifhed merchant of Briftol, in the 
reign of JamesI. and a great benefactor to that city, as for the 
found fenfe and unaffected piety of his fentiments at the clofe of 
a well {pent life, untainted with the growing fanaticifm of that age.W 


Art. 52. 4 Letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Bifoop of Landaff, 
containing Remarks on his Lordfhip’s Charge to the Clergy of 
the Diocefe of Landaff. 4to. 1s. Debrett. 1792. 

This letter-writer, who fabferibes himfelf a Country Curate, ex- 
preffes his difapprobation of the opinions advanced by the Bifhop 
of Landaff in his admirable Charge, and thinks that the oppor- 
tunity which his Lordfhip took for conveying his opinions was an 
improper one. We, on the other hand, regard the fentiments ad- 
vanced by Dr. Watfon as fo juit, liberal, and politic, that we are 
difpofed to applaud him for embracing the-earlieft opportunity of 
inculcating them on his clergy. The Country Curate writes with 
the fame good wifhes toward the Eftablithment that aétuated the 
Bifhop: but he does not feem to us to poffefs his Lordfhip’s en- 
larged and penetrating mind. 

For our account of the Bifhop’s Charge, to which this letter re- 
Jates, fee Review for March laft, p. 293. Mooy: 


Art. §3- Whe Religious Principles of a Prefbyterian, founded on his 
Knowledge ot Nature, and prefcribed Authorities. 12mo. 6d. 
Robinfon. 1792. 


There 
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- There is an oddity of manner in this setit performance, united 
with good fenfe and literality of fentiment. How far the account. 
of Prefbyterian principles will accord with thofe of our fellow~- 
fubje&ts of Scotland, and with their religious practices, we fhall 
not pretend to determine. The author’s ideas do not wholly cor- 
refpond with their ofexfible creed, or, rather, perhaps, with their 
confeflion. Mefirs. Pitt and Dundas, to whom this little morfel of 


divinity is immediately addrefled, will, no doubt, perufe it witha , 
Beaed e 


edification and comfort ! 
Art. 54. Ledures on the Lord’s Prayer; with an Introductory Dif- 


courfe. By the Rev. Richard Taprell, of South Molton. 8vo. 
- pp. . 8s. Boards. Dilly. 1792. 

ental of plain, ferious, and aficdtionate, difcourfes, on thofe 
important: fubjeéts which the Lord’s Prayer fuggefts, is here pro- 
viced for the ufe of religious families. ‘They appear to be com- 
pofed with a ftrong fenfe of piety, and with a fincere defire of 
impreffing on the minds of men the truths which concern their 
everlafting falvation. They are written on the orthodox fyftem, 
and in a ftyle which will afford little entertainment to the elegant 
fcholar: but they may be of ufe in impreffing lefs cultivated minds 
with a convidtion of the importance of religion. ‘The work is in- 
troduced by a very fingular dedication, ‘ ‘To the Father of Angels 
and men, the God of Univerfal Nature, Author of Grace and 


Giver of Glory.’ 


Art. 55. 4 Lift of Books intended for the U/e of the younger Clerzy, 
and other Students in Divinity, within the Diocefe of Cheiter. 
8vo. pp.si. is. Rivingtons. 1791. 

The defign of this publication will be bedt explained in the Right 
Reverend Editor’s own words: 

« With regard to the diftinguifhing character of thefe books, my 
principal object has been in the sao firf claffes to felect fuch only 
as are molt obvioufly employed in maintaining the fundamental 
doctrines of our faith, and in vindicating and illuftrating the articles, 
rites, and ceremonies of the Church of England, avoiding carefully 
fuch as avowedly controvert thofe doétrines, rites, and ceremonies, 
or indire€tly oppofe them, . 

‘ If to the philofophers of the prefent day, it fhould feem, that I 
wifh to narrow the grounds of liberal inquiry, and to prejudicate 
queftions of importance, I beg it may be obferved, that this lift is 
intended for their ofe chiefly, who, upon a conviction already 
formed, have engaged, or are defirous to engage themfelves ‘* to 
preach the faith and difcipline of the Church of England againft all 
oppofers *.”’ 

‘ I am not, it will be remembered, giving my direétions or ad- 
vice upon the means and mode of acquiring this conviction, nor am 
I laying down the firft principles and inftitutes of Divinity. They, 
who have been educated in an Univerfity, have neither wanted the 
means of information, nor the affiftance requifite; and literate per- 





* * Wotton on the Method of ftudying Divinity, p. 14.’ 
Rev, May 1792. I fons, 
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fons, who have not had thefe advantages, yet if they have any de. 
gree of attention to their duty, and any ability for the profeffion 
they are to undertake, cannot fail to have ftudied and compared with 
the doétrines of our creeds and articles, the Scriptures themfelves.’ 
From this account of the lift of books here recommended to the 
attention of young divines, it is pretty plain, that it can be of little 
fervice except to thofe who have made up their minds on matters of 
controverfy; in doing which, furely, young divines ought not to be 
too hafty—for, why thould we clofe up the inlets to knowlege ?—~ 
The heads, under which the books are clafled, are, Practical and 
Paftoral Duties; Books of Devotion ; Religion in general; Reveal- 
ed Religion; the Scriptures; Comments on the Scriptures; Con- 
cordances, &c.; Doétrines; Creeds, Articles, Catechifms, Liturgy, 
and Sermons; Sacraments and Rites; Church of England; Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory and Law; the Chriflian Fathers, &c. BE 


Art. 56. A Letter to the Students in Divinity in the Dicce/e of Chefter: 
Occafioned by a late Publication of ** A Lift of Books,”’ with 
‘“* A Preface,” by the Bifhop of Chefter; and intended as a Sup- 

lement to that Work. 8vo. pp.23. 6d. Johnfon. 1792. 
How ftrange is it, that a zealous Diocefan may not be permitted 
to provide his younger clergy with weapons for the defence of the 
orthodox faith, without being interrupted by the impertinent in- 
trufion of a fectary, who lays open a new armory, plentifully fur- 
nifhed for its adverfaries! Why fhould they be obliged, after hav- 
ing fettled their creed, to hear of fuch names as Law, Jortin, and 

Watfon, Lardner, Leiand, Fofter, Lindfey, and Prieftley? Y¥et 

this felf-initituted preceptor has the prefumption to advife the 

younger clergy and other fudents in divinity within the diocefe of 

Cheiter, to do juftice to themfelves, and not to foffer their guides 

to take advantage of an early and premature determination. E. 


Art. 57. Concioad Clerumin Synodo Provinciali Cantuarienfis Provincia, 
ad D. Pauli, Die 26° Novembris, A.D.1790. Habita a Johanne 
Randolph, §.7.P. dis Chriffi Canonico, et S.Theologia apud 
Oxon. Profefore Regio. 4to. 18. Rivingtons. 1790. 

The learned reader will meet, in this addre/s to the clergy, or 
Latin Jermon, from 2'Tim. iv. 5. with fome admirable obfervations 
to which he will yield an immediate aflent, and with others from 
which he will be difpofed to with-hold both his admiration and his 
acquiefcence. Profeffor Randolph judicioufly accounts for the cor- 
ruptions of Chriftianity; and fhews how, in different ages, it received 
a different complexion, from the tafte and philofophical principles 
which happened to prevail. Every perfon, who is acquainted with 
the nature of the human mind, muft accede to the remarks here 
offered refpecting the difficulty of emancipating ourfelves entirely 
from the influence of deeply-rooted habits, and of long-cherifhed 
Opinions, notwithftanding we difcover them to be foolifh and ab- 
furd; and will perceive how fatisfatorily they account for the errors 
of the firft Chriftian converts. ‘ Qui eam (i.e. Chriftianam fidem) 
excipiebant manifeftis divine authoritatis indiciis perculfi, ex priftinis 
erroribus et inveteratis opinionibus haud flatim Jefe expediebant. Etenim 

difficile 
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difficile ef, etiam tum cum maxime velis, et impenfiffimo fiudio tenta- 
weris, afjuetam vite normam deponere, et novos habitus inducere: ip 
wite converfioni beret aliqua antiga labis nota.’ P.z. The difficulty 
of changing our habits of thinking, and the involuntary retrofpect 
of the mind to principles which we profefs to renounce and ftrive to 
forget, are here exemplified in the cafe of Juftin Martyr; who, 
though he rejedted the philofophy which he once admired, and be- 
came a fincere and zealous Chriftian, could not emancipate him- 
felf from the dominion of his former purfuits; fo that ‘ Philo- 
fophiam quam ultro reliquerat, oculo baud prorfus irretorto re/pexit,’ 
P. 10. Hence we may account for Juitin Martyr’s paffion for myf- 
teries, and for his fearching out meanings in texts remote from the 
literal interpretation ; and hence from his Péatonixing Chriftianity, 
(if we may be allowed the expreffion,) we may trace the origin of 
certain words and doétrines admitied into our creeds: but, to oor 
aftonifhment, when Dr. Rando!ph was on the brink of this conclu- 
fion, he ftops fhort, hangs back, and excepts from the force of his 
obfervations the only doctrine to which they molt pertinently apply. 
His reafon is curious: Juftin flourifhed fo near to the apoftolic age, 
that he fcarcely could err: but if in one inflance he could miftake 
the genuine fenfe of Scripture, and diverge into ftrange whims and 
fancies, why notin others? If he be admitted to have turned the 
ftream of Platonifm over the pages of the Gofpel, traces of its ef- 
feéts may be difcoverable in various doétrines. 

Profeffor Randolph compliments the prefent age on its philo- 
fophical difcoveries, and on the diffufion of knowlege among all 
ranks of fociety: but he is apprehenfive that the true doétrines of 
religion will fuffer by it. He fears, we think, where no fear is. He 
offers it as his opinion, that there are fome among us; the burthen 
of whofe fong is defru@ion to church and fate. * Eandem (Indepen- 
dentium) tamen nunc cantilenam canunt nonnulli, quibus omnis authoritas 
invifa eft, et quibus cordi eft humi flernere et civilis et ecclefaftica 
poteftatis fabricam.’ P.23. If this be true, we may well be 
alarmed ; and every clergyman and layman fhould fay to his fel- 
low, Ed dt mge: but does not Profeffor R. milreprefent the advo- 
cates for improving our fyftem in church and {tate as enemies to 


both ?—To improve is not to deltroy, but to ftrengthen. Meo-y: 


Art. 58. Sermons on Important Subje&s. With fome Effays in 
Poetry. By Niel Douglas, Minilter of the Gofpel at Cupar if 
Fife. 8vo. pp. 508. 38. Boards. Button, Newington 
Caufeway. 

Though thefe fermons are not formed after the modern plan, 
they difcover a confiderable fhare of ability; and will doubtlefs be 
read with pleafure by thofe who approve the author’s fyftem. We 
truft, however, that among thefe not many will be found, who will 
not agree with us in thinking that his zeal for what he judges to be 
gofpel truth, has carried him beyond the bounds not only of pro- 
priety but of charity. Not contented with forcing the doétrine of 
the divinity of Chriit into a fermon on numbering our days, and with 


declaiming againf thofe who call in queftion the truth of this doc- 
Iz trine, 
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trine, as * prophets who teach lies,’ he thinks it neceflary to intro- 
dace, in what he calls a long foot note, a vehement cenfure of a late 
publication, entitled, 4 Practical Effay upon the Death of Chrift, and 
declares himfelf happy to find that the Provincial Synod of Glafgow 
and Ayr have thoughts of taking this treatife into their ferious con- 
fideration. How long {hall the {pirit of inquiry be reftrained by the 
inquifitorial fpirit of ecclefiaftical bigotry? 

‘The fermons contained in this volume are twelve in number; the 
fubjets, the nature and method of numbering our days, with the benefit 
refulting from it; the character and bleffedne/s of the undefiled ; the 
Chriftian charaéter an honourable one; faithful paftors the falt of the 
earth; genuine believers complete in Chrift; our Lord’s grawe a fource 
of comfort. 

The effays in poetry are verfions or paraphrafes of fome of the 
Pfalms, and {mall pieces on various fubjeéts, chiefly religious. 
Whatever fpirit of piety they may be thought to breathe, they have 
little pretenfion to poetical merit. E. 


SINGLE SERMONS. 


Art. 59. God, and the King: delivered in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, &c. 
O&. 25. 1790, being the Anniverfary of his Majeity’s Acceflion 
to the Throne. By C. E. De Coetlogon, A. M. Chaplain to the 
Mayoralty. 4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 

This fermon, dedicated to Mr. Burke, is on Matthew, xxii. 21. 
Its general dottrine is good. Mr. De Coetlogon jultly remarks, 
that we are not fo render to Cafar the incenfe of flattery, the facri- 
fice of divine honour, nor the rights of confcience ; and that the 
perfons, poffeflions, and civil liberties of the fubje&t, are no part of 
the property of kings. —The things which are Ca/far’s, he enumerates 


to be—Aonour, /ubmijjion, and pious interceffion. Mooy 
Art. 60. Pious Memorials, a public Good: delivered in the Cathe-. 


dral Church of St. Paul, before the Lord Mayor, &c. Nov. Ss 

1790. By C. E. De Coetlogon, A.M. 4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 

Public commemorations, Mr. De C. argues, are of great ufe, as 
they are proclamations of the divine goodnefs, and national ac- 
knowlegements of a fuperintending Providence. From the circum- 

{tance to which he alluded in the fervice of the day, he is led to 

take fome notice of the Reformation; from which he paffes to the 

Revolution. In this event, as a fubjec&t of the Britith empire, he 

glories: but, as a good Chriltian, he wifhes moft devoutly to fub- 

join to it another—a moral revolution, or a general reformation of 
manners. In this wifh there is certainly true patriotifm. (Text, 

Ex. xii. 26.) 

Art. 61. Preached’ Oftober 2d, 1791, at Tring, Herts, for the 
Benefit of the Sunday Schools. By Michael Dupré, M. A. 
Alternoon Preacher of Tring, and iate of Pembroke College, 
Oxford. 8vo. pp.31. 18. Cadell. 1792. 

A general and warm recommendation of charity-fchools, very 
well adapted to intereit a popular audience in their favour. 


Art. 





oe 
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Art. 62. The Meaning which the Word Mystexx bears in the New 
Teftament : confidered and applied.—Preached to an Affembly of 
Minilters, on the Thurfday-morning’s Lecture, at Exeter, May 
4th, 1791- By Jothua Toulmin, M. A. 8vo. 18. Johnfon. 1791. 
This difcourfe is faid to have been publithed at earnef? defre.—It 

will be eafily concluded, that this author confiders the term my/fery 

as ‘ only another word for any thing hidden or concealed, or a /e- 

cret. It is obfervable, (he fays,) that whatever awful import it 

may appear to carry when applied to religious fubjects, it is a word 
common and familiar in the affairs of civil life, when we {peak of 
the myfteries of a bufinefs or trade, an art or profeffion. In this ufe 
of it, the meaning is obvious; it imports not what is incapable of 
being underftood, but what, though at prefent unknown, by the 
help of a teacher may be Jearnt.’—Mr. Toulmin examines the dif- 
ferent places in the New Teftament in which the word occurs, and 
colle&s from all, that it refers only to the /ecrecy in which the fub- 
je&t had been involved: after this, he deduces fome pertinent and 
ufeful conclufions.—There is little or no room to doubt the juftice 
of his explication ; which is: indeed by no means new, though it is 
highly proper that it fhould be often re-prefented to the attention 
of the public. —We cannot help obferving that Mr. Parkburft, in 
his Greek and Englifh Lexicon, infifts on this explication of the word, 
and rejects, with a kind of refentment, the interpretation which 
would make it denote what is unintelligible and incomprehenfible. 

We notice this inftance of Mr. Parkhurit’s impartiality with the 

greater pleafure, as he has generally been regarded as a man rather 

itiff in his atcrachment to what is now ufually meant by the word 


Orthodoxy. Hi 3. 


Art. 63. The Good Old Ways. Preached at the opening of the 
Church of Paddington, Middlefex. Publifhed at the Requeft of 
the Truftees for Rebuilding the Church. By John Shepherd, 
A.M. of Queen’s College, Oxford, Curate of Paddington. to. 
1s. Faulder. 1791. 

A fpirit of innovation in religion is the great evil which this 
preacher laments and endeavours to correct. We claffes innovators 
under four heads: ‘ 1. Such as doubt all revelation,” Thefe he dif- 
miffes, perhaps with too much contempt, as unworthy of farther 
notice. * Thefe men are few and feeble, they have repeatedly 
been confuted, and their revival of objeétions once obviated, is fuf- 
ficiently anfwered by a reference to former replies.’ * 2. Such as 
place all merit in faith and piety.” The preacher here reprefents 
it as the frantick aim of the methodiftical fanatic, to feparate belief 
from morality; and he complains that they are continually cafting 
the difgraceful imputation of infincerity on the moft pious and learned 
of the clergy. To thefe he replies, that the liturgy and offices of 
the Church, are abfolutely irreconcileable with the Calviniftic 
{cheme, and therefore may be honettly ufed by clergymen who are 
not Calvinifts. This part of the difcourfe concludes with the fol- 
lowing fentiments, fo liberal as fcarcely to be confiftent with that 
averfion to innovation (in many cafes only another word for im- 
provement,) which appears to have dictated this difcourfe: 


* But 
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* Bat however we may difapprove of the principles of the infidel, 
the opinions of the enthufiaft, or the practices of perfons denoted by 
the harfh names of fchifmatics and heretics ; be it ever remembered, 
that the religion of Jefus teaches us to maintain candoor for their 
fentiments, and love for their perfons.—In the apoftolic writings, 
whatever doétrine or duty is inculeated or recommended; what- 
ever vice or error is rectified or correfted; whatever herefy or 
fchifm is cenfured or lamented ; charity, that is, love to God and 
love to man, is always infifted upon as the end of the command- 
ment, the bond of perfectnefs, and the very life and foul of chriftia- 
nity itfelf.—The bigot, whether of our own, or any other commu- 
nion, is violent againit every one that differs from him, becaufe H1s 
creed has taught him to hate the man for his opinions: whereas 
the well-informed, judicious, moderate man, though he believes 
the eftablifhed church to be the beft inftitution, and therefore joins 
in its communion, yet he contends not for its abfolute perfection, 
he invefts it with no exclufive privilege. A member of another 
communion he can eafily conceive to be as good as himfelf; and 
acceptance with God he neither hopes nor believes confined to any 
particular church. In a word, we dare not infringe upon the un- 
queftionadle right of others to judge for themfelves in religious mat- 
ters. Neither equity, humanity, nor the law of the gofpel, allows 
us to dictate what faith they fha!l embrace, or what mode‘of worfhip 
they fhall practife.—And whatever may be the notions of the nar- 
row-minded bigot, or mifguided enthufialt, upon the fubjeét, the 
withdrawing of your love, the alienation of your affeflion, from 
thofe whofe religious fyftem does not exadily correfpond with your 
own, is the moft grievous fchifm : and an attachment to the ufe of 
coercive meafures, a difpofition to force, to perfecute men, is a 
violation of that evangelical harmony and peace, in the breach of 
which the fin of heréfy principally confilts.’ 

. £ Such as alter or omit ceremonies and inftitutions,’ by 
having the office of * public baptifm of infants,’ and * the church- 
ing of women,’ performed in private houles; or by general profa- 
nation of holidays, in oppofition to the ordinances and inftitutions 
of our Ecclefiaftical and Civil Governors. 4. § Such as come to 
Church, not as they ought, for the purpole of prayer and praife, but 
to be amufed by, and to criticife the preacher and the Sermon.’ 
On this head Mr. Shepherd ttrongly exprefies his difapprobation of 
controverfial preaching : 

‘ We do not think ourfelves at liberty to attempt to amufe our 
hearers with fanciful fpeculations; to confume the precious moments 
in unedifving controverfy ; or, as the cultom of fome is, to praife 
and flatter themfelves and their re{pective congregations, and uncha- 
ritably to cenfure the members of other communions. Should any of 
thofe that now hear me be unhappy enough to expect amufement or 
entertainment of this caft, they muft feek for it elfewhere. And if 
any delight in polemic theology, and controverfial difcourfes, they 
will probably be offended with the fimplicity of tke preacher, who 
candidly tells them, that that is a cepraved and vituated appetite, 


which requires to be fed with ai/putad/e points.’ 


It 
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It would betray in us a want of that liberality which the author 
of this difcourfe fo unequivocally exprefles, if we were not to re- 
mark, that, amid all his zeal agaioft innovation, he leaves full 
{cope for free inquiry, and pafles no uncandid cenfure on the tenets 





of modern heretics. BE. 


Art. 64. A particular Attention to the Inftrudion of the Young re- 
commended: delivered at the Gravel-Pit Meeting, in Hackney, 
Dec. 4, 1791, on entering on the Office of Paftor to the Congre- 
gation of Proteftant Diffenters affembling in that Place. By 
Jofeph Prieftley, D.D. F.R.S. &c. 8vo. 1s. Johnfon. 

The lecturing and catechizing of the young are here urged by 
Dr. Prieftley as moft important branches of a Chriflian Paftor’s 
duty; to which he fubjoins the plan adopted by him in difcharging 
them, when at Birmingham, and invites his new congregation to 
affiit him in carrying the fame plan into effect in the congregation 
at Hackney. Entirely do we agree with Dr. P, in thinking that 
this mode of inftructing youth in the principles and duties of reli- 
gion, is of infinitely more fervice to morals, than all the mifcel- 
Janeous inftruétion that falls from all the palpits in the kingdom. 
Whenever we go to church and hear the ingenious fermons of our 
clergy, we cannot avoid reflecting that, good as they are, they re- 
quire a confiderable degree of previous tuition, to prepare the minds 
of hearers for benefiting by them. 


Hence the general inefficacy of preaching. Moo-y- 


Art. 65. Occafioned by the Death of Mr. John Flight, who de- 
parted this Life, July 10, 1791, in the Twenty-fifth Year of his 
Age; preached at Worcetter, July 24, 1791. By James Dore. 
8vo. 6d. Gurney. 

The fubje& of this difcourfe is fomewhat unufval, though by no 
means improper, on a funeral occafion. The textis, 1 John, iv. 8. 
God is love. It was feleéted at the immediate requeft of the de- 
ceafed, who appears to have chofen, and to have continued in, the 
path of piety and virtue; the happy effects of which he enjoyed in 
his laft hours. Mr. Dore has properly confidered and illuitrated the 
appointed topic; deducing from it fome very fenfible and important 


praGical inftructions. Hi... 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


*,* We are glad that Lavenenfis was pleafed with our account 
of Mr. Twining’s tranflation of Ariffotle’s Treatife on Poetry in the 
Review for February laft; and we thank him for the remarks on a 
paflage in Ariftotle, which he has communicated to us, though we 
are obliged to differ from him. 

Inftead of oux non XO Tomlny mporayogevleors in the firft chapter, he 
propofes either to read, ** oux HAA xa romnlry Tm pora'yocevleovy non pla- 
cuit (icilicet populo) illum poetz titulo falutandum:”’ or, to con- 
fider 6* cox non xa growl ny Tr pora'y pevleor as equivalent to nevecuvi zs 
[aortas } Woy lny Esvaty in the fenfe of *¢ Rtatim publice clamatum eft 
non effe poetam.” 

2 We 
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We are inclined to believe that our correfpondent meaned »2s, and 
not dz, as the Jatter term cannot mean placuit: but both dx and xs, 
for placui and placuit, are poetical terms, and therefore, we con- 
ceive, not fuited to Ariftotle’s text. Befide, »J:, in the fenfe of 
aot, Tw Anwy OF Tose wodAoss, WE apprehend, would not be Greek. 

We have as great an objection to confidering ovx nd xas xoirlny 
id orayoeevlecy as equivalent to aevourlaxs crovnlyy ewase The form of the 
phrafeology fhews that the two expreflions are not convertible. The 
Jatter words would be merely narrative, the former are preceptive : 
the latter would exprefs merely the fentiments of others, the former 
exprefs his own. 

The other reflections, which Lavenenfis communicated in the 
fame letter, he will excufe our detailing, as the very nature of our 
undertaking precludes our indulging in fo general a corref{pondence, 





+++ * A Conftant Reader and Admirer’ has our thanks for his 
intelligence refpecting an old compilement entitled, ** A New 
Help to Difcourie ;”’ which we recolleé& to have feen, nearly half a 
century ago; and in which, it is moft probable, we firft met with the 
epitaph on Joan of Arc, reprinted in our Review for March laft, 
p-274. We have frequently recalled to mind fome idea of that 
entertaining little volume, [it qwas fo, to the writer of this article, 
then achild,] and have rather wondered that the plan has never been 
revived, in this age of literary induftry. A mew compilement, of 
that kind, could hardly fail of proving acceptable to young readers, 
of either fex, asa pleafing introdudtion to a great variety of uleful 
information. 





ttt R.S. complains that we are too dilatory in the review of 
fome new publications; and he urges, that it was hoped that any 
imperfection of this kind would have been remedied by the enlarge- 
ment of our work. Certainly, the evil has, in fome degree, been 
leffened: but, alas! the increafe of the productions of the prefs is 
fo much beyond all proportion to that of our limits, that no exten- 
fion of our plan could keep pace with it. A Review, containing fix 
times the prefent quantity, would fearcely be equal to the demand 
for fpace; and a regiment of writers would be required to fill it 
monthly. However, what cam be done, we fhall endeavour to ac- 
complifh; and more can not be required. 

The continuation of our General Index, concerning which this 
correfpondent inquires, is intended: but the plan is not yet fixed. 





\ ¢*+ The letters from Mr. Gilpin, Lucius, &c. came too late for 
confideration in this number. 





t*{ Dr. Wallis’s Sermons will appear in our next Review. 





T 


ERRATUM im our laft Number. 


Page 461. 1.13 from the bottom, in the quotation from Lord 
Rofcommon, for * mouldring eloquence,’ read, maudlin, &c. 


"Kean 





Burpy: 














